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IN MEMORIAM. 



The unusual delay in the publication of this year's 
report has been occasioned by the illness and death of 
MR. JOHN N. DYER, who had filled the posi- 
tion of Actuary of this institution since April, i860, 
and that of Librarian since February, 1862. To his 
zealous and untiring energy in the administration of 
the affairs of the Association, both financial and lit- 
erary, the library owes its success and growth during 
that long period. When to his official duties were 
added the arduous labors connected with our new 
building enterprise ; when, with self-devoted assiduity, 
he worked day after day, and night after night, to 
hasten the removing of the library into its new rooms, 
the re-arranging of the books, and the re-opening of 
the institution to the public, denying himself the rest 
from labor which nature requires, he subjected himself 
to a nervous strain which, when he succumbed to a 
serious illness, proved to have so enfeebled him as to 
have rendered it impossible for him to rally and recover. 
The fatal attack came upon him in March last, and after 
several alternations of partial recovery and relapse, 
ended his useful career on July 3d, 1889. 



At a special meeting of the Board of Direction, 
called for the purpose and held July lOth, 1889, the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 



Besolved, That the Board of Direction of the St. Louis Mer- 
cantile Library Association record with profound sorrow the 
death of their friend and colleague, John N. Dyer, for 27 years 
Librarian and Actuary of the Association. 

While recognizing that the St. Louis Mercantile Library is John 
N. Dyer's sufficient monument, it is due that the directory, whose 
love and confidence he entirely possessed, should also place on 
record the tribute of their respect and admiration. To the nobility 
of his character, the beneficence of his work and the confidence 
which both inspired in the public mind, is largely due the great 
position of the association ; to its welfare he devoted the power 
of his mind and the energies of his life ; with absolute unselfish- 
ness, untiring diligence and unconquerable courtesy he admin- 
istered its affairs ; to young and old, to ignorant and learned, to 
rich and poor, he rendered the same uniformly gracious and re- 
spectful service ; to the student, the homeless, and the stranger he 
made the library a refuge and a solace. He was a gentleman of 
the ancient school, brave, self-sacrificing, gentle and true, who by 
his blameless life and manners won for the Mercantile Library the 
respect and admiration of the people. To the public and to the 
library his death is a calamity which cannot soon be repaired. 

To his family, suffering a sorer bereavement, we tender our 
heartfelt sympathy, recognizing in his death a common loss and a 
common grief, yet reminding them for their comfort of their rich 
inheritance in the unblemished record of his life. 

Besolved, That tliis action of the Board of Directors be spread 
upon the records and that a copy of the same, suitably engrossed, 
be sent to Mrs. Dyer, and that it be published in the daily papers. 

October 1, 1889. 



FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THB 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 



January 8, 1889. 



Rooms of thb Mercantile Library Association,') 

St. Louis, January 8, 1889. f 

The forty-third annual meeting of the St. Louis Mer- 
cantile Library Association was called to order by the 
President, Mr. Robert S. Brookings, upon whose motion 
Mr. Alfred Carr was called to the chair, and Messrs. B. S. 
Adams and H. H. Wernse were appointed secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and 
approved. 

Mr. John R. Lionberger, Treasurer, submitted his re- 
port of receipts and disbursements during the year ending 
December 31, 1888. 

On motion of Mr. C. R. Stinde, the report was received 
and adopted. 

The President submitted the report of the Board of 
Direction for the past year, which, on motion of Mr. C. R. 
Stinde, was unanimously accepted. 
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Judge Charles Speck offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : — 

Besolvedf That the thanks of this Association be hereby tendered and 
expressed to the Board of Direction, for the great zeal and devotion 
shown by them in the erection of the new building and in the able man- 
ner in which the financial operations involved were carried oat, and es- 
pecially in the fine arrangements made in the reading-room. 

On motion of Judge Speck, it was ordered that the pro- 
ceedings of this meeting be furnished the city papers for 
publication, and that one thousand copies of the same be 
printed in pamphlet form for circulation. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 

AxFEED Carr, 

Chairman. 
B. S. Adams, 
H. H. Wernse, 

i5ecretai*ies. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Mercantile Library, 
St. Louis, January 8, 1889. 

Gentlemen : 

I have the honor to submit the following statement 
of my receipts and disbursements during the year ending 
December 31, 1888, and the present financial condition of 
the Association, viz. : — 

Exhibit " A " — Cash Account. 

Exhibit " B " — Balance Sheet. 

Exhibit " C " — Profit and Loss Account. 
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FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association. 



Gentlemen : 

It is with sincere regret and disappointment that your 
Board of Directors has called you to hold this, your Forty- 
third Annual Meeting in this narrow vestibule. They had 
fully expected to meet you this evening in your new read- 
ing-room, amid the brilliancy and beauty of your new 
home. But it could not be. Determined as they have 
been not to open the Library to its members until every- 
thing should be in perfect order, they find the rooms this 
evening still lacking many finishing touches from the 
hands that are fitting and adorning them; while the re- 
arranging and re-shelving of the books will require some 
days yet for their completion. The work of removal from 
the temporary quarters on Tenth and Locust streets was 
begun December third, and, while the reading-room was con- 
tinued open until the end of the year, the issue and return 
of books has been suspended since December third. Your 
librarian and his assistants have used their utmost endeav- 
ors to expedite matters; but it has proved to be a task far 
more onerous than any one could have anticipated. No 
one, unfamiliar with library work, can form any conception 
of what it is to transport, re-arrange, and re-shelve seventy 
thousand volumes ; to move every shelf up or down and 
secure it in its place ; to locate every volume in its proper 
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class and alphabetical order — it is like arraying a vast 
army of men where each individual requires separate care 
and treatment We trust, however, that the end is not far 
off, and that a few days hence will witness the opening of 
the new Library, upon the threshold of which you are 
compelled to pause to-night. 

It seems fitting, however, that at this meeting we should 
present to you, as briefly as possible, yet as completely as 
is consistent with brevity, a description of the new home 
so nearly ready for your occupancy, as well as a historical 
sketch of the efforts that have been made and the steps that 
have been taken to produce this final and excellent result. 

I have before me two annual reports presented, several 
years apart, to your Association: The Ninth annual re- 
port, read on the evening of January 9, 1855; and the 
twenty-fifth, read January 10, 1871. The former com- 
memorates the occupation of the first library building which 
was erected on the present site, and I read in it as follows: 
" We have witnessed the completion and taken possession 
of what we trust is to be our permanent home; and on 
this the ninth anniversary of our existence, we meet within 
the walls of a building erected expressly for our use, at a 
cost of one hundred and forty thousand dollars, with accom- 
modations more ample in their extent and better in their 
arrangements than are possessed by any similar institution 
in this country." 

The latter report memorializes the quarter-centennial 
anniversary of the founding of the institution, and is accom- 
panied by an address from Mr. James E. Yeatman, its first 
president, wherein he says: " Those who have been famil- 
iar with the wants and necessities of the library have been 
reporting from year to year that a new home would be 
required for their rapidly growing charge ; that the build- 
ing which sufficed during childhood would be insufficient 
for the full grown man. Besides, the building is not fire- 

2 
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proof, tiiul .surrounded and occupied as it is, we are liable 
to have its treasures destroyed in a night." 

And this only sixteen years after the library had settled 
down in what had been expected to be its permanent home. 
From tills date on, year after year, every annual report to 
your Association reiterates the necessity for safer and more 
commodious accommodations. The revenue of the library, 
too, that had at tirst been largely dependent upon the 
rentals of the large hall (the finest in the city, if not in the 
West, at the time of its erection) had begun to find that 
source failing it, as other halls of readier access were built. 
Though many plans for providing a new and safe building 
were, fronitime to time, proposed, it was not until 1884 that 
liny definite action was taken. In that year a plan submitted 
by Mr. James E. Yeatman was suggested to your Board of 
Trustees and met with their unanimous approval. At a 
special meeting of the board held March 18, 1884, it was 
embodied in the form of the following resolution : — 

'' Resolved, That the Board of Directors submit to the 
Association, at its next annual meeting, an amendment to 
the constitution, creating a ' Perpetual Membership,' the 
price of which shall be one hundred dollars, negotiable and 
transferable to such party as may have been approved by 
the Board of Direction, which membership shall perpetually 
entitle the owner to all the privileges of regular or benefi- 
ciary membership, as regulated by articles 3 and 5 of the con- 
stitution of the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association." 

This resolution was unanimously adopted by the Associa- 
tion, and the amendment therein recommended was made 
Article VII. of the constitution. The scheme thus set on 
foot was carried to success by the strenuous exertions of 
the Board of Direction, aided morally and pecuniarily by 
their many warm and zealous friends. At your annual 
meeting held January 11, 1887, it was reported that the 
sum of $111,700 had been realized from the sale of per- 
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petual memberships. The total amount to date is $114,400. 
A list of the purchasers of these appears as Appendix B 
to this, report. It will be seen that two gentlemen took 
one hundred memberships, paying each ten thousand dol- 
lars; three others took fifty each, paying five thousand 
dollars, while forty others took ten (and paid one thousand 
dollars) each; smaller amounts were taken by many in- 
dividuals. Apart from the aid thus offered to your asso- 
ciation, it may well be questioned whether these gentlemen 
ever invested sums of money more wisely and philanthrop- 
ically. Retaining their absolute ownership of the mem- 
berships in perpetuity, they may, from time to time, confer 
their benefits upon worthy individuals — upon their clerks 
as rewards of merit and stimulants to faithful duty ; upon 
students, to whom the privilege will be a godsend ; in 
every instance bestowing the highest kind of charity, as it 
is one that ministeis to the intellectual and spiritual advan- 
tage of its recipients. 

In compliance with a resolution adopted by your Asso- 
ciation in a special meeting November 27, 1886, your Board 
decided to commence the erection of the new building, and 
at the beginning of the year 1887 the library was removed 
to the old Pope mansion, on the southwest corner of Tenth 
and Locust streets, where it found a comfortable domicile 
for two years. 

The designs and plans submitted by Mr. Henry G. Isaacs 
were adopted and he was appointed architect and superin- 
tendent of the work. The demolition of the old building 
was begun January 24, 1887, and the erection of the new 
begun as soon as possible and pushed forward with the ut- 
most vigor. 

The corner-stone was laid June 1, 1887, by Mr. Henry 
Shaw, the oldest retired merchant in the city, and appro- 
priate addresses were delivered by Gov. E. O. Stanard and 
Prof. M. S. Snow of Washington University. 
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The lot upon which the building stands and which has a 
frontage of 114 feet 4 inches on Broadway by 127 feet 9 
inches on Locust street, was bought in 1851 for $25,500. 

The building, six stories in height, is described as Ro- 
manesque in style, with a broad massive treatment. As to 
materials, it is constructed of granite, brick, terra cotta, 
and iron. The lower story is of red granite from the quar- 
ries of the Syenite Granite Company near Graniteville, 
Mo., with a general rough quarry-faced treatment, set off 
by carved ornamentation. The upper stories are of brick; 
the capitals, bases, and archi volts of the round arches are 
of terra cotta, the two materials forming also the parapet 
cornice which crowns the edifice. The building is thor- 
oughly tire-proof throughout, its interior columns, floor 
beams, and girders being of iron, protected by burnt clay 
tiles, while floors and roof are filled in between the beams 
with burnt clay, hollow tile, flat arches, so that the danger 
that had menaced the library for so many years is at last 
and finally escaped. 

With the exception of a room on the fifth floor which has 
been reserved for the meetings of your board of directors, 
and a reception room on the first floor, the whole of the five 
lower stories were leased in December, 1886, for a term of 
ten years, and at a satisfactory rental, to the Scruggs, Van- 
dervoort & Barney Dry Goods Company, and in compli- 
ance with the terms of the lease were accepted by them on 
August 1, 1888. The library occupies the whole of the 
sixth floor, and I can only here reiterate my regret that you 
are not sitting on that floor to-night viewing the picture 
which we can but inadequately describe. 

The entrance to the library at the northwest corner of 
the building, of granite, round arched, with columns and 
richly carved capitals, which has admitted you to this 
vestibule or reception room; this room, itself, with its 
marble floor and walls and ceiling paneled in quartered 
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oak ; the elevator which opens into it, so often an unsightly 
object, but here, with its elegant appointments and the 
bright, artistic framework of latticed brass through which it 
runs, forming a thoroughly ornamental feature ; these pre- 
liminaries may give you some anticipations of what is to be 
seen above. When this rapid hydraulic elevator shall 
carry you, in the space of twelve seconds, to the sixth 
story, you will find yourselves in one of the best appointed 
libraries in our country. 

From the elevator you step into the issue-room, a large 
and lofty apartment, brilliantly lighted and receiving a 
bright, cheerful aspect from the panels and richly carved 
pilasters of polished oak, the furniture of the same hue 
and material, the brass lattice work and the decorated 
walls which adorn it and which are repeated as features of 
every other room. It is floored with marble tiles and in 
the center will stand the catalogue case, from which selec- 
tion of books may be made, while paintings and statues 
add to its attractions. Here visitors may repose luxuri- 
ously and converse while waiting for books. In a deep 
alcove in the southeast corner of this room stands the 
issue-desk of carved oak, flanked with iron gates orna- 
mented in grille work, similar in pattern to that which 
forms a marked feature of the reading-room. Toilet rooms 
for ladies and for gentlemen open out of the issue-room. 
Out of the issue-desk alcove two doors open, the one on 
the west conducting to the librarian's office and to the 
closely adjoining work-room just beyond it, while the as- 
sistant passing through the eastern door finds himself at 
once in the spacious book-room. 

The book-room occupies more than half the floor, having 
its front southward. Its entire space is taken up by double 
book-cases, back to back, with aisles three feet wide be- 
tween, the shelves being held in their places by staples 
easily removable and fitting into grooves in the bottoms of 
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the shelves, thus economizing space and preventing injury 
to the tops of the books. These cases are eight feet high, 
and as the highest shelf is never more than seven feet six 
inches from the floor the inconvenience of step-ladders is 
avoided. The room is lighted by windows on three sides 
and by a sky-light, thirty by fifty feet in dimensions, 
that sheds a flood of light, not only over this room, but 
also over the issue-desk, the student's room, and the 
reading-room. 

In all the aisles between the book-cases incandescent 
electric lights, eight feet apart, are suspended by electric 
cords from automatic spring rollers, and may be drawn 
down to the floor, passed to and fro from end to end and from 
top to bottom of each book-case, and restored by a motion 
of the hand to their positions. The present cases will 
probably accommodate more than one hundred and twenty- 
five thousand volumes, which capacity may be almost 
doubled by the easily feasible erection on their tops of a 
second tier reached by ladders and by light, narrow walks 
or balconies; so that you will have to possess a quarter of 
a million volumes before the question of where to bestow 
your books can again arise. 

At the northeast corner of the book-room a space has 
been partitioned off as a student's reference room. The 
partitions consist of book-cases, eight feet high, similar to 
those throughout the book-room, allowing the radiance 
from the sky-light to pervade the apartment. There are 
three doors to the room, all of which are kept constantly 
locked, as well when the room is occupied as when it is 
empty. Two of these doors open into the book-room ; the 
other, by which the student enters and departs, communi- 
cates with the reading-room. Any person, desirous of 
studying or reading up on any subject, may order at the 
issue-desk all the books on that subject which the library 
contains and they will be taken into the reference-room 
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and placed on the open shelves, where they will be allowed 
to remain until the student gives notice of the completion 
of his researches. On application at the desk he is ad- 
mitted into this room and locked in ; by touching an electric 
button he gives notice of his desire to leave and is released. 
This room will supply a want long felt, and will, it is 
hoped, be in frequent demand by literary and scientific 
students. 

At the eastern side of the issue-room, two wide doors 
admit the visitor into the reading-room. Upon the adorn- 
ment, but yet more upon the conveniences of this hall, the 
utmost care and study have been bestowed. Nothing has 
been omitted that could conduce to its beauty, or enhance 
its comforts. Light, heat, ventilation and comfortable 
furniture, all in perfection, are the essentials of a model 
reading-room ; and these have been abundantly provided. 
On the north and east sides of the room are twelve windows, 
six feet by twelve in dimensions, makinoj seventy-two feet 
in length by twelve feet in height of glass. On the south 
side of the room the partitions that separate it from the 
book-room are ten feet high, the remaining space to the 
ceiling being filled with ornamental open iron grille work, 
which the sky-light converts into other windows as light- 
giving as those that open on the streets. The room, in 
common with the whole floor, is heated by steam, but at its 
southeastern extremity, a large old-fashioned fire-place has 
been constructed of buff terra cotta and tiles, surmounted 
by a chimney-piece of oak, reaching to the cornice of the 
ceiling, richly carved and with a large niche suitable for 
some decorative specimen of art. In this fire-place a wood 
fire may be kept burning during the cold weather, serving 
the threefold purpose of adding to the warmth of the 
room, to its cheerfulness, and to its ventilation ; although 
the last named benefit is otherwise amply secured by grated 
openings along the southern wall, extending into a large 
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aspirating shaft that ascends to the roof. The furniture 
has been made upon original designs ; the large oaken arm- 
chairs are models of comfort. A new feature has been 
introduced for the convenience of newspaper readers: the 
leading newspapers, instead of being affixed to immovable 
racks, will be filed upon low stands, of just such height 
and at just such an angle as will most conveniently accom- 
modate the reader while seated. One paper will occupy 
each stand, being held to it by a brass rod passing down its 
center; and these stands may be wheeled at pleasure to any 
part of the room. 

The reading-room is eighty-four feet long by forty feet 
wide and twenty feet high. It is floored with oak, waxed 
and polished, along which in the passage ways, strips of 
carpeting will be laid. The sides of the room are occupied 
by book-cases with glass doors, in which will be kept the 
illustrated art books and other folios and rarities possessed 
by the library. A row of iron columns through the center 
of the room are surrounded by electric lights and gas burn- 
ers, and have capitals highly ornamented in fresco. Spher- 
ical chandeliers of old brass support incandescent electric 
lights and gas fixtures, and the room, at night, will be 
almost as brilliantly lighted as at noon. The bright cheeri- 
ness of the polished oak ; the handsome book-cases with 
their showy and invaluable stores ; the artistic and tasteful 
decorations of the ceiling and columns ; the colored glass 
globes that adorn the chandeliers and pillars ; the all-per- 
vading sense of luxurious comfort : the array of periodical 
literature, and the treasures of thought and scientific research 
that lie within ready call in the adjacent book-room ; all com- 
bine to render this retreat a perfect literary paradise. 

The names of the firms and individuals whose excellent 
work has rendered your new building, within and without, 
so perfect in every department and in every detail will be 
found in Appendix A. 
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In conclusion, your Board of Directors once more con- 
gratulates you upon your possession of a new and perma- 
nent home — seemingly permanent in earnest this time, 
as your most hopeful friends can hardly foresee the day 
when you will have outgrown its great capacity, while the 
perfect safety of the building insures you against the loss 
of your possessions. 

With increased facilities for supplying the wants of 
readers and students, and with the great attractions offered 
by the beauty and conveniences of your new rooms, your 
association may well look forward to a career of unprece- 
dented growth and success. 

The administration of the affairs of the library, during 
the past year, has been conducted as follows: — 

FINANCIAL. 

Our receipts during the year amount to twenty-nine 
thousand one hundred and twenty-four dollars and twenty 
cents, from the following sources : — 

Annual Memberships 96|561 00 

Life Memberships 450 00 

Perpetual Memberships 4,645 00 

Miscellaneous 801 55 

Rents 16,666 65 

9293I24 20 

It has already been reported to you that we had uorrowed 
of the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company $250,000 
secured by deed of trust on our real estate, but your Board 
found it necessary to increase the loan by $50,000 more on 
a second mortgage, giving five bonds, each for $10,000, 
due respectively in 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years from date, 
with 5 per cent, interest payable semi-annually and with the 
same privilege as was provided for in the first mortgage 
bonds, of redeeming them at the pleasure of your Associa- 
tion. Of these loans we have so far received $280,000. 
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We have expended during the year one hundred and 
ninety-seven thousand and thirty-one dollars and eighty 
cents, as follows: — 

For new library building $171,693 27 

" new library building, expense account 3,608 66 

" books, binding, newspapers, periodicals, etc 6,260 51 

*' expense account as given in detail by the treas- 
urer 16,669 46 

Total #197,031 80 

The total amount expended on the new building up to date 
is three hundred and fifty-four thousand two hundred and 
fifty-eight dollars and nine cents, as follows : — 

For Brick, terra cotta, iron, and fire-proofing #170,730 44 

" Carpentry 42,624 12 

*^ Excavating and foundation 17,399 32 

*< Syenite granite 14,400 00 

** Plastering 13,638 60 

** Hydraulic elevators 13,450 00 

** Heatiug and ventilating 13,090 89 

** Architect and superintendent 12,000 00 

*' Plate glass 9,481 28 

** Plumbing 7,972 7jB 

*• Interest on bonds 6,649 66 

** Arc electric light 4,342 00 

** Painting 4,066 24 

** Incandescent electric light 3,600 00 

" Iron and brass grille work 3,400 00 

*• Flagging 3,676 00 

** Negotiating bonds 3,000 00 

<* Electric wiring 2,200 00 

*^ Automatic engine 1,600 00 

** Gas and electric fixtures 1,79181 

'* Sewering 1,677 60 

*^ Air space covering steam pipes 676 00 

** Paving alley 626 00 

'^ Removing old building 600 00 

** Electric bells 410 00 

** Marbletiling 336 00 

** Engine belting ... 286 00 

•* Copper work 265 00 
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For Vertical engine $215 00 

** Boiler cleaners 200 00 

*• Printing bonds 164 00 

** Building permit 101 60 

** Investigating title 100 00 

<* Steam gauge 90 00 

" Surveying lot 90 00 

*< Inspecting boilers 16 00 

** Recording deed of trust 8 16 



$364,268 09 
MEMBERSHIP. 

We have added during the year: — 

Perpetual members 80 

Life members 9 

Proprietors 20 

Clerks 119 

Beneficiaries 118 



Total 346 

And lost by death, resignation and removal from the 
city :— 

Life members 11 

Proprietors 11 

Clerks 51 

Beneficiaries 62 

Total 125 

In compliance with Article 10 of the By-Laws, we have 
dropped from our roll of membership the following delin- 
quents : — 

Proprietors 47 

Clerks 48 

Beneficiaries 128 

Total 223 



— 28 — 
Leaving our membership January 1, 1889, as follows: 

Honorary members 19 

Perpetual members 1,144 

Life members 700 

Proprietors. 806 

Clerks 826 

Beneficiaries 519 

Total 8,614 



BOOKS. 

During the year we have added two thousand two hun< 
dred and two volumes : — 

By purchase 1,819 

By donation 888 

Total 2,203 

Number of volumes reported January Ist, 1888 68,782 

Making 70,984 

Deduct lost and paid for 88 

Leaving Jan. 1,1889 70,896 

The additions have been classified as follows : — 

Voyages and travels 76 

History 282 

Biography 168 

Theology 67 

Politics and Government 157 

Commerce 25 

Jurisprudence 89 

Mental and Moral Philosophy 86 

The Natural Sciences 148 

Science of Medicine 76 

Military Science 18 

Useful Arts 186 

Education 887 

Poetry 80 

Art 50 

Prose Fiction 582 

Total volumes 2,202 
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The limited resources at the disposal of your Board dur- 
ing the past two or three years, have proportionately lim- 
ited the addition of books; the future ought to show 
additions in keeping with a larger income. 

The expenditures during the year amount to six thousand 
one hundred and ninety-six dollars and fifty-one cents : — 

For Books 92,740 91 

'* British patents, collating and binding 241 15 

'' Binding and repairing books 929 50 

" Newspapers 751 02 

'« Periodicals 1,538 98 

96,196 51 
CIRCULATION. 

The issue of books has been suspended since December 
3d last, during the removal of the property of the library 
to the present building. Of course no fines will be assessed 
against borrowers who are compelled to detain books over 
time, in consequence of this closing. 

The reading-room has been open during the entire year. 
The library has been open for the issue of books two hun- 
dred and seventy-nine days, during which we have issued 
one hundred and fifty-four thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-seven volumes, being an average daily issue of five 
hundred and fifty-five volumes, classified as follows: — 

History, biography and travels 25,914 volnmes. 

Philosophy and general literature. 87,825 '* 

Poetry, art, architecture and drama 28,281 *^ 

Prose fiction, and juveniles 67,967 '* 

Total 154,987 volumes. 

PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 

History, biography and travels 16.4 

Philosophy and general literature 24.8 

Poetry, art, architecture and drama 14.9 

Prose fiction and juvenile 48.9 
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INSURANCE. 



In compliance with our agreement with the Connecticut 
Mutual Life Insurance Company we have insured this 
building, for three years, for one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars. 

The books and other property are insured for one hun- 
dred and thirty-five thousand dollars. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board of Direc- 
tion. 

ROBT. S. BROOKINGS, 

President. 
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APPENDIX A. 

INDIVIDUALS, FIRMS, AND CORPORATIONS EMPLOYED IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT OF THE LIBRARY'S 

NEW HOME. 

Henry G. Isaacs, architect and superintendent. 
Wm. Atcheson, taking down old building. 
Syenite Granite Co., granite. 

Black & Davis, excavating and foundation, stone masonry. 
James H. Bright, brick work, cut stone, iron, terra cotta and flre- 
prooflng. 
Cochran & Powers, smoke stack. 
Daniel Evans, carpenter work. 
R. L. Knott, carpenter work. 
S. D. Warren & Co., roofing. 
Bromwich & Adams, plastering. 
Mesker & Bro., copper w^ork. 
Drey & Kahn, glass. 
F. A. Drew Glass Co., glass. 
Graham & Peters, plumbing and gas fitting. 
Pickel Marble & Granite Co., marble work. 
Simmons Hardware Co., hardware. 
Wm. E. Hale & Co., hydraulic elevators. 
Ludlow-Saylor Wire Co., brass elevator inclosures. 
St. Louis Steam Heating and Ventilating Co., steam heating. 
Russell & Co. (Cleveland, Ohio) engines. 
A. B. Bowman, engines. 
Wm. Clark, flagging. 
P. M. Bruner & Co., granitoid paving. 
P. J. Foy & Co., tiling. 
Geo.-Pendergast, sewers. 

Archer & Pancoast Mfg. Co., New York, gas and electric fixtures. 
Yeaton & Harris, Philadelphia, gas and electric fixtures. 
Fay Gas Fixture Co., St. Louis, gas and electric fixtures. 
J. F. Porter, electric wiring. 
Edison Mfg. Co., electric incandescent lighting. 
Excelsior Electric Co., electric arc lighting. 
A. S. Aloe & Co., electrical instruments. 
Pond Engineering Co., electrical instruments. 
F. L. McGinness, painting. 
A. H. Becker, fresco painting. 
A. H. Davenport, Boston, furniture. 
Phoenix Furniture Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., furniture. 
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APPENDIX B. 

PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIPS. 

Name9» Membenhipt. AmowU$. 

Babnbs, Robert A 100 910,000 00 

Davis, John T 100 10,000 00 

Brookings, Robert S 50 5,000 00 

CUPPLES, Samuel. 50 5,000 00 

McLean, Jas. H. (Estate of) r 50 5,000 00 

Catlin, Daniel 25 2,500 00 

Allen, W. R 10 1,000 00 

Barr, William 10 1,000 00 

Bell, James W 10 1,000 00 

Brown, William 10 1,000 00 

BusCH, Adolpuus 10 1,000 00 

Carr, Robert E 10 1,000 00 

Chamberlain, Washington 10 1,000 00 

Clark, Charles. ^ 10 1,000 00 

CoPELiN, Mrs. Emma C 10 1,000 00 

Crawford, Dougald 10 1,000 00 

Drummond, J. T 10 1,000 00 

Franklin, Joseph 10 1,000 00 

Graham, B. B 10 1,000 00 

Haarstick, Henry C 10 1,000 00 

Hargadine, W. A 10..... 1,000 00 

Hart, Oliver S 10 1 ,000 00 

Hills, Chas. S 10 1,000 00 

Humphrey, F. W 10 1,000 00 

Lemp, W. J 10 1,000 00 

Lionbergbr, John R 10 1,000 00 

McB[ittrick, Hugh 10 1,000 00 

McLuRE, Chas. D 10 1,000 00 

McMillan, William 10 1,000 00 

Madill, George A 10 1,000 00 

Nicholson, Peter. 10 1,000 00 

NiEDRINGHAUS, F. G 10 1,000 00 

NiEDRINGHAUS, W. F 10 1,000 00 

Parsons, Charles 10 1,000 00 

Pierce, H. Clay 10 1,000 00 

Pulitzer, Joseph 10 1,000 00 

Rice, Stix A Co 10 1,000 00 

Russell, Alexander 10 1,000 00 

Scruggs, Vandervoort A Barney 10 1,000 00 



Kama. MembenMp: 

Shaplkioh. a. F 10 

Simmons, E.C 1" 

Btifbi-, Chas. G '0 

Thornburgh, W. H 10 

WAaniNOTON University 10 

Watbrs, William H 10 

TiLDBN, Grant ^ 

GiLKKflON JOHN M <■ 

Hill, James A. " 

Hydraulic Press Brick Co 6 

AllAMS, E. B 5 

Bbnt, Silas (Estate of) 5 

Boeckkler, Adolph 6 

Brandt, J. G ^ 

Campbell, Hugh 6 

Campbell, James 6 

Campbrll, James A 5 

Catun Ei'HBon 6 

CLAti.iN-ALLKS' Shoe Co 5 

Conn & McRbh 5 

Donaldson, W. R 6 

Drew, F. A 6 

Edgell, Geo. S ■ 5 

Ely & Walker Dry Goods Company 6 

EwiNG, A. B ■'■' 

Famous Shoe & Clothino Company 5 

Ferguson D. K 5 

Fbalby, Moses ^ 

Francis, 1). B 6 

HonsER, D. M 

Kbisbr, John P — ^ 

Lrwis, O. J * 

McKek, Mrs. Elika 6 

McKee, Mrs. Ellen 5 

Mallinckrodt, Edw ■' 

MArrnaws, Leonard ■ 6 

Meachah, Edward C ^ 

Mbybr, C. F. G 6 

Missouri Gl*8s Company 5 

Nelson, N 0. ^ 

Noble, John W ^ 

Pye, Wm. B. " 

St. Louis Ksif riokrator 4 Wooden GuttbrCo 6 

Shaw, Henry 5 

S TBBDMAN, J. G. W o 



Wam, ff . B 6.. 

Wbtzill, Otho e.. 

TBATMAN, JlMBS B s>. 

Union Press Br[Ck Workb 1 . . 

Bailky Chas, M 8-. 

Brinckwokth, Louis 8-< 

Crawford, H. A 8.. 

evksts, cuas s>. 

Hutchinson B. K $., 

KoRN, Wh. M. S.. 

liANSUR, Alvah 8. . 

NOLKXR, WlLUAU F 8>. 

Tamm, Tnuo 8.. 

BaraDA, Francis X 2.. 

Bbbrkkb, C. W 2.. 

JEtRADPORD, A i.. 

CONZBLMAN THBO. 2 . 

Engi.eman, Gko J 2.. 

Morrison- W N 2 . 

Taussiq, Cbaslbb 2 . . 

Taussio, Jambs 2.. 

Abbles, Hobkht 

Adams, B. 8 ■ 

Bagnbll, Robbht 

Barkuart Wm. B 

Babcom, Joseph D 

Birch, Jambs T 

Black, James 

BlATTNER, Mbs. L.J 

Block, Frank. 

BOBCS, Adam 

BlllUGU, \fRS. Hddson E 

Brodbrick, John J 

Brohwicm, William 

Brunbr, p. M 

Bock, M. M 

Bunn, 8. C 

Cain, P. K 

Campbell, Oiven 

Carr, P T 

Carter, FraNK 

Cassblberhy Gvans 



Collins, W. D,. 



500 00 
500 00 
«00 00 



800 00 
SOO 00 
8O0 00 
SOOOO 
200 00 
200 00 
300 00 
200 00 
200 00 
200 OO 
200 OO 
200 00 
100 00 
too 00 
100 00 
lOO 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
lOO OO 
100 OO 
100 00 
100 OO 
100 OO 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
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cokik,»!Ta ":™"rr t'^z 

comzrlham, w, b 1 100 00 

Cbuttbndbn, R. W 1 100 00 

CCBNDBT, feCGHNB J 1 100 DO 

Cdmmibkky, Jambs i 100 00 

CUTBBMT, Chaelm McI 1,.., lOO 00 

^*^'''-*^- 1 100 00 

DixoN.B.V.D 1 i„„ 

DOBMiTZBB, Joseph i 100 00 

1 100 00 

1 100 00 

1- 100 00 

1 100 00 

1 100 00 



Dret, Adolt... 
Dret, Albert.. 
Duncan, Wm.... 
Dyeb, D. P 



i, J&MRS.' 



HATNB8, D. B 



Larkik, E. H... 



100 00 



Eliot, Edward C i 100 00 

FiBLD.joHNT 1 .'■;;: i(,o(„ 

FiaHER,8.J 1 ,(„oo 

F08TBR,GBO. S 1 ,(^„ 

Frazbb, Samuel H, i 100 00 

FvHK. Paula 1 ;■.;;;;; ^f^^^ 

Garrisoh.D. E ■■■ 1 !(„(,(, 

Oaerison.O. L 1 joooo 

Oatt.ThomasB 1 105^ 

Gilbert, W.J ,„„ „„ 

Glaboow, E. J. Jr 1 

Gray, M. L [ i.... \ 

Greoq, W. H 1 

Gbetheb,John l'.'^'^....'.'^ loo 00 

Gruneb, Philip ] 100 00 

■^Tmomab 1 100 00 

1 100 00 



100 00 
100 00 



Hazabd,W.T 1 io(,o(, 

Hellman Lewis M i ign q^, 

Hill, JaitoMB j jUO .. 

lUlUSCRBBRG, FbakcisD I 100 00 

1 100 00 

r' Jambs F .' i 



UoifFMAs Samuei, E-. 

■ 1 100 00 

•IKWB'I-I', LIAniEL 1' 1 [Ud QQ 

Jbwett, EUOT C 1 100 00 

' "" 1 100 00 



Kaun, Max i 

'^ 1 100 00 



1 100 00 

Kauffhan, John W 1 



100 00 



Laughlin, Hbnby D 1 jQfl Qjj 
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Smmt^. Memhvrthipz. 

LCATHK, HaML'KL 1 $100 00 

LmUUASX, PCTKR 1 100 00 

LmwWf Edw, H 1 100 00 

I>/f.AK, John 1 100 00 

McCaBC, VUAVCIH X 1 100 00 

McOfyyKKH, Francis L I 100 00 

Mmkkr, Frank 1 100 00 

MCMIRK, IlKNRY C 1 100 00 

HOffltKf lUfHKHJ 1 100 00 

NiPifKR, Krancih K 1 100 00 

KoKL, Hknky M 1 100 00 

NriONAN, Tjiomam H 1 100 00 

OVKRAIX, JOIfN n 1 100 00 

Parkkr, Gko. W 1 100 00 

Bkyhukn, A. V 1 100 00 

KlJ^GKLKY, V. L 1 100 00 

UitULViNUf F. W 1 100 00 

ROHKNIfKIM, M 1 100 00 

RUMHRY, L. M 1 100 00 

RcJTMCixiK, W. A 1 100 00 

SaYKIIH, IlKNKY 1 100 00 

SCIILOHHNTKINf (}K0 1 100 00 

Sbaman, C, M 1 100 00 

Srddon, Jamkm A 1 100 00 

SiiKPLBY, MiHH Julia 1 100 00 

Simon, C. F 1 100 00 

8iRR, Mrs. Hkckcoa W 1 100 00 

Smith, C.B 1 100 00 

STUYVK8ANT, W. 8 1 100 00 

Sylvk8TK», Jamkh J 1 100 00 

Taussig, Cii aklkh S 1 100 00 

Taussig, IIubkut V 1 100 00 

Taylor, Gkoiujk 1 100 00 

Tkrky, John II 1 100 00 

Todd, Gkohgk 1 100 00 

Toms, Gkorijk W 1 100 00 

VORDICK, A. II 1 100 00 

Warner, E.S 1 100 00 

Warner, Mrs. Kannik T I 100 00 

Warren, Isaac 1 1 100 00 

WiLKERSON, Edward 1 100 00 

Wilson, Geor(}e W 1 100 00 

Zelle, A. F 1 100 00 

Zelle, F. E 1 100 00 

1,144 $114,400 00 
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APPENDIX C. 



List of Nkwspaprrs and Pbriooicals on Filk in the Rradino Room. 



NEWSPAPERS. 

(Daily unless otherwise specified.) 

AMERICAN. 



Atlanta Constitutiou, 

Baltimore Axnencan, 

Birmingham (Ala.) Age- Herald. 

Boston Advertiser, 

Boston Herald, 

Buffalo Express, 

Chicago News, 

Chicago Religio- Philosophical 
Journal (weekly), 

Chicago Times, 

Cliicago Tribune, 

Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, 

Cleveland Leader, 

Colton (Cal.) Chronicle (weekly), 

Dallas (Texas) Advertiser (Mo»ly), 

Denver Rocky Mountain News, 

Detroit Free Press, 

Galveston News, 

Indianapolis Journal, 

Kansas City Journal, 

Leadville Herald- Democrat, 

Leavenworth Times, 

Louisville Courier-Journal, 

Medford (Wis.) Ansiedler In Wis- 
consin (monthly), 

Milwaukee Sentinel, 

Mobile Register, 

Nashville American, 

New Orleans Picayune, 

New York Courrler dos KUits Unls, 

New York Dramatic News, 

New York KvcnluR Post, 

New York Graphic, 



New York Herald, 

New York Irish World (weekly). 

New York Journal of Commerce, 

New York Sun, 

New York Times, 

New York Tribune, 

New York World, 

Omaha Herald, 

Ontario (Cal.) Observer (weekly), 

Philadelphia North American, 

Pittsburgh Dispatch, 

St. Charles Cosmos (weekly) , 

St. Louis Amerika, 

St. Louis Anzeiger d. Westens, 

St. Louis Church Progress (w'kly), 

St. Louis Colman's Rural World 

(weekly), 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 
St. Louis Home Circle (mo'ly), 
St. Louis Jewish Voice (weekly) , 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
St. Louis Republic, 
St. Louis Sunday Watch'n (w'kly), 
St. Louis Tageblatt, 
St. Louis Tribune, 
St. Louis Westliche Post, 
St. Paul and Minnesota Pioneer, 
San Francisco Alta California, 
San Francisco Morning Call, 
Savannah Morning News, 
Sprlnglleld Republican, 
Stoubonvllle Press (weekly), 
Washington Post. 



— 88 — 



FOREIGN. 
Grbat Britain. 



Dublin Express, 
Dublin Weekly Freeman, 
Dublin Nation (weekly), 
Edinburgh Scotsman (weekly), 



Glasgow Herald (weekly) , 
Liverpool Mercury (weekly) , 
London Times, 
Montreal Herald. 



France and Belgium. 



Bruxelles Independance Beige, 
Paris Charivari, 



Koelnische Zeitung. 



Paris Figaro, 

Paris Galignani's Messenger. 

Germany. 

Munchen A.llgemeine Zeitung. 



PERIODICALS. 
Weekly. 



Academy, 

Age of Steel, 

American Architect, 

American Athlete, 

American Field, 

American Gas -Light Journal, 

Architect, 

Army and Navy Gazette, 

Army and Navy Journal, 

Army and Navy Register, 

Athenaeum, 

British Architect, 

British Journal of Photography, 

British Medical Journal, 

Builder, 

Building News, 

BuUiouist, 

Chemical News, 

Christian Register, 

Coal Trade Journal, 

Commercial and Financial Chroni. 

cle, 
Country Gentleman, 
Critic, 
Economist, 
Electrical Review, 



Electrical World, 
Electrician, 
Electro Mechanic, 
Engineer, 
Engineering, 

Engineering and Building Record, 
Engineering and Mining Journal, 
Engineering News, 
Field, 

Forest and Stream, 
Frank Leslie's Illustrated News- 
paper, 
Fun, 

Furniture Gazette, 
Garden and Forest, 
Graphic (London), 
Harper's Bazar, 
Harper's Weekly, 
Harper's Young People, 
niustrated London News, 
Interstate Grocer, 
Iron, 
Iron Age, 
Ironmonger, 
Jewish Chronicle, 
Journal of Education, 
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Journal of Gas Lighting, 

Judge, 

Judy, 

Lancet, 

Land and Water, 

Life, 

Littell's Living Age, 

Lumberman, 

Mining Record, 

Musical World, 

Nation, 

Nature, 

New York Medical Journal, 

Northwestern Miller, 

Open Court, 

Pall Mall Budget, 

Pictorial World, 

Pointer, 

Publishers' Weekly, 

Puck, 

Punch, 

Queen, 

Railroad Gazette, 

Railway Age, 



Railway News, 

Rural New Yorker, 

St. James Budget, 

Saturday Review, 

Science, 

Scientific American, 

Scientific American Supplement, 

Scientific American, Architect and 

Builders' edition, 
Shoe and- Leather Gazette, 
Southwestern Methodist, 
Spectator (London), 
Spectator (St. Louis), 
Spirit of the Times, 
Sporting and Dramatic News, 
Stoves and Hardware, 
Tablet, 
Truth, 

Turf, Field and Farm, 
U. S. Patent Office Gazette, 
Vanity Fair, 

Weekly Medical Review, 
World. 



Monthly. 



Ail the Year Round, 
American Chemical Journal, 
American Journal of Medical 

Sciences, 
American Journal of Science, 
Andover Review, 
Annals and Magazine of Natural 

History, 
Annals of Surgery, 
Antiquary, 

Archives of Dentistry. 
Argosy, 
Art Amateur, 
Art Journal, 
Atlantic Monthly, 
Banker's Magazine (London) , 
Banker's Magazine (New York), 
Belgravia, 

Blackwood's Magazine, 
Bookworm, 



Bow Bells, 

Builder and Wood Worker, 

Building Trades Journal, 

Carpentry and Building, 

Cassell's Magazine, 

Catholic World, 

Century Magazine, 

Chamber of Commerce Journal, 

Chambers's Journal, 

Chess Monthly, 

Colbum's United ServiceMagazine, 

Contemporary Review, 

Cornhill Magazine, 

Cosmopolitan, 

Curtis's Botanical Magazine, 

Dial, 

Eclectic Magazine, 

Edinburgh Medical Journal, 

Electrical Engineer, 

English Illustrated Magazine, 
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Farm Machinery, 

Fortnightly Review, 

Forum, 

Frank Leslie^s Popular Monthly, 

Gtentleman^s Magazine, 

Geological Magazine, 

Glasgow Medical Journal, 

Godey's Lady's Book, 

Good Words, 

Hardwicke's Science Gossip, 

Harper's Magazine, 

Herald of Peace, 

Homiletic Magazine, 

Illustrated Naval and Military 
Magazine, 

International Chess Magazine, 

Investor's Monthly Magazine, 

Journal of the Association of En- 
gineering Societies, 

Journal of Botany, 

Journal of the Chemical Society, 

Journal of Decorative Art, 

Journal of the Franklin Institute, 

Leisure Hour, 

Lippincott's Magazine, 

Library, 

Library Journal, 

Literary News, 

London, Edinburgh, and Dublin 
Philosophical Magazine, 

London Society, 

Longman's Magazine, 

Macmillau's Magazine, 

Magazine of American History, 

Magazine of Western History, 

Mechanics, 



Merchant, Miller and Manufacturer, 
Month, 

Murray's Magazine, 
Musical Times, 
New Church Messenger, 
New England Magazine, 
New Jerusalem Magazine, 
New Review, 
Nineteenth Century, 
North American Review, 
Notes and Queries, 
Outing, 

Overland Monthly, 
Philatelic Journal, 
Phrenological Journal, 
Popular Science Monthly, 
Poultry World, 

Proceedings of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, 
Railroad and Engineering Journal, 
St. Louis Lumberman, 
St. Louis Miller, 
St. Nicholas, 
Sanitarian, 
Scribner's Magazine, 
South, The 
Temple Bar, 
Theater, 

Tinsley's Magazine, 
Traveler's Record, 
Truth (St. Louis), 
Unitarian Review, 
Western Agriculturist, 
Western Insurance Review, 
Westminster Review, 
Wide Awake. 



Quarterly, Bimonthly, Etc. 



Alienist and Neurologist, 
American Bookseller, 
American Catholic Quarterly, 
American Journal of Archaeology, 
American Journal of Mathematics, 
American Journal of Philology, 
Archaeological Journal, 



Asiatic Quarterly Review, 
Braithwaite's Retrospect, 
Church Quarterly, 
Dublin Review, 
Edinburgh Review, 
English Historical Review, 
Journal of Anatomy & Physiology, 
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Journal of the Anthropological 

Inst., 
Journal of the Inst, of Actuaries, 
Journal of Mental Science, 
Journal of Philology, 
Journal of the Royal Statistical 

Society of London, 
Journal of Speculative Philosophy, 
Literary World, 
London Quarterly Review, 
Mind, 
Numismatic Chronicle, 



Political Science Quarterly, 
Publisher's Circular, 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 
Quarterly Journal of the Geological 

Society of London, 
Quarterly Journal of Microscopical 

Science, 
Quarterly Review, 
School and Home, 
Scottish Review, 
Southern Lumberman. 



FRENCH PERIODICALS. 



Annales de Chime et de Physique, 

Artiste, 

Chronique des Arts, 

France Illustr^e, 

Oazette des Beaux Arts, 

Illustration, 

Journal des Economistes, 

Lettres et les Arts, 



Livre, 

Monde Illustr^, 

Nouvelle Revue, 

Paris Illustr6, 

Revue des Arts Decoratifs, 

Revue des Deux Mondes, 

Revue Philosophique. 



GERMAN PERIODICALS. 



Annalen der Chemie, 
Deutsche Leinen Industrielle, 
Dingier' s Polytechnisches Journal, 
Fliegende Blatter, 
Gartenlaube, 



Illustrirte Zeitung, 

Eladderadatsch, 

Salon, 

Ueber Land u. Meer, 

Unsere Zeit, 



TOTALS. 

Newspapers, American 68 

•« Foreign U 

Weeklies, American and English 96 

Monthlies «* «* 108 

Quarterlies, " '« 38 

French and German Periodicals 26 



839 
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APPENDIX D. 



LIST OF DONORS FOR THE YEAR 1585. 



Givers. 



Alexander, Alex. W 

Alpha Council .... 

American Institute of Mining Engineers 

Appleton, D. & Co 

ssoclatlon of Engineering 

Astor Library 

Baltimore — Enoch Pratt Free Library 

Batten, Dr. John M 

Bell, Mrs. Lena H 

Bingham, Lieut. Theo. A 

Boston Public Library < 

Brooklyn Library 

Buffalo Library 

Campbell, Robt. A 

Canada, Royal Society of 

Carr, Alfred ... . 

Charleston — Ladles' Calhoun Monument Association of 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Mercantile Library 

Cincinnati Public Library . . . . 

Coles, A 

Columbia College Library 

Denver — Mercantile Library 

Dillon, John A 




00 



5 
1 



1 

1 

12 



8 
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Givers. 



O 



to 



fi* 



Dimmock, Thomas 

Ehrlich, Leo 

Frothingham, E. L. & A. L 

Gantt, Thomas T 

Gilbert, W.J 

Great Britain, Commissioners of Patents 

Harvard College Library 

Harvard College Observatory 

Harvard University 

Hills, Rev. Geo. M 

Hoit,T.W 

Holmes, Nathaniel 

Homer, W. B 

Hnidekoper, F 

Jewett, Eliot C 

Johns Hopkins University 

Jones and Orear 

Leeson, J. B 

Lusk, Jas. L 

Maisch, John M 

Maxwell, Sidney D 

Meston, A. W 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Missouri, State of 

Missouri, University of 

Morgan, Geo. H 

Morrison, Wm. R 

Mudd, Dr. H. H 

New York Apprentices Library 

New York Mercantile Library 



2 

1 
1 
1 
5 
99 



4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
6 
1 
1 
1 
27 
1 
1 
1 



30 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
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GiVBBS. 



New York Health Department 

New York State Pharmaceutical Association 

Omaha Public Library 

Payne, A. M 

Philadelphia Library Company 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library 

Pulsifer, Wm. H 

Redwood Library 

Reymond, G 

Rosengarten, J. G 

Ruben, Edward 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis, City of 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

St. Louis Public Library 

San Francisco Mechanical Institute 

San Francisco Mercantile Library 

Shaw, Henry 

Sheldon, W. L 

Sherman, Gen. W. T 

Smithsonian Institute 

Stevens, B. F. (London) 

Stevenson, John D 

Tracy, John H 

United States Bureau of Education 

Coast Survey Department 

Engineers Department 

Interior Department 

Ordnance Department 

Patent Office Department. . . . 



ii 



n 



n 



(( 



(< 



If 



<( 



tl 



il 



i( 



o 

> 



QD 
J?* 



1 

2 



2 
1 
1 



12 



2 

15 



• • • • 



1 
2 
2 
7 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
7 
78 
1 
1 



12 



12 
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Givers. 



United States Signal Service Department. 

** *' State Department 

** ** Treasury Department 

<» «< War Department 

Unknown 

Vest, Hon. Geo. G 

Watson, M. & Co 

Whelpley, H. M 

Worcester Free Public Library 

Yale College Library 

Total 




] 
2 
12 
3 
2 
4 
2 
1 



CO 



12 

6 

20 

50 



388 



• • • • 



1 
1 

166 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY, 

S. W, Cor. Broadway and Locust St. 

TERMS OP MEMBERSHIP. 

"inj persOD euiraged in mi.-rcanMle pureuKs, an a piioPKiitTim, maj' 
bcciime an ofilie ineinber hy paylog an liillmiion lee ol fivk doliabs, 
uiid nil mintiul subscrtpllon, [la^'able iu advance, a( Fivu polUSS. 

aoj |n<rs(in similarlj eiifragpci, as a clebk, may liucorae an active 
member by paying an tnltiatlon loe oI Two COLLARS, and nn annual 
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THE READING-ROOM 
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ffoveml/tr to Aprii. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTION 



ST. LOUIS 



MERCANTILE LIBRARY 



ASSOCIATION. 






V- ■ I 



ST. LOUIS: 

PRINTED FOR THE ASSOCIATION, 

BY NIXON-JONES PRINTING CO. 

1888. 



OFFICERS 



OF THE 




FOR THE YEAR 1888. 



PRESIDENT. 
Robert S. Brookings. 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 
Julius S. Walsh. 



reoording, 
Benjamin S. Adams. 



SECRETARIES. 



oorresfondino, 
Benjamin EisexMan. 



David R. Francis, 
Samuel M. Kennard, 
William L. Scott, 



TREASURER. 
John R. Lionberger. 



DIRECTORS. 



Henry Stanley, 
Jambs A. Waterworth, 
Edwards Whitaker, 



John W. Munson. 



ACTUARY AND LIBRAlRIAN. 
John N. Dyer. 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
FIRST, SEOOND, 

W. H. H. Anderson, James A. Sublette. 



DESK CLERKS. 



Carl Heiligek, 



GUSTAVE ReYMOND. 



JANITOR. 
Charles W. Walker. 



COMMITTEES FOR 1888. 



WAYS AND MEANS. 



JULIUS S. WALSH, 



EDWARDS WHITAKEB, 



WILLIAM L. SCOTl\ 



LIBRARY AND READING ROOM. 



HENRY STANLEY, 



JOHN W. MUNSON, 



BENJAMIN EISEMAN. 



BOOKS AND DONATIONS. 



WILLIAM L. SCOTT, 
J AS. A. WATER WORTH, 



DAVID R. FRANCIS, 
BENJAMIN S. ADAMS, 



SAMUEL M. KENNARD. 



LECTURES. 



JOHN R. LIONBERGER, 



JOHN W. MUNSON, 



J AS. A. WATER WORTH. 



HALL AND BUILDING. 



ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, 



JULIUS S. WALSH, 



JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 



NEW BUILDING. 
ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, HENRY STANLEY, 



DAVID R. FRANCIS, 



EDWARDS WHITAKER. 



TRUSTEES. 



James E. Yeatman, Alfred Carr, 

Richard M. Scruggs, Charles Miller, 

J. B. S. Lemoine. 



i 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



From its Organization. 



1846-7 
1848-9 - 
1850-1 
1862 
1868 

1864-5 - 
1856 
1867 
1858 

1859-60 - 
1861 

1862-8 - 
1864-6 
1866-7 - 
1868-9 
1870-1 - 
1872-3 
1874-6 - 
1876-7 
1878-9 - 
1880-1 
1882-3 - 
1884-5 
1886-7 - 



James E. Yeatman. 

- Alfred Vinton. 
Hudson E. Bridge. 

- Henry D. Bacon. 
J. H. Alexander. 

- John T. Douglass. 
W. M. Morrison. 

- John W. Luke. 
M.V. L. McClelland. 

- J. B. S. Lemoine. 
Alfred Carr. 

- John H. Beach. 
Charles Miller. 

- George R. Robinson. 
Lafayette Wilson. 

- Richard M. Scruggs. 
Charles Speck. 

- Samuel M. Dodd. 
Edwin Harrison, 

- R. R. Hutchinson. 
Thomas E. Tutt. 

- Robert E. Carr. 
Robert S. Brookings. 

- William L. Scott. 



FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 



JANUARY 10, 1888. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, 

St. Louis, January 10, 1888 



:! 



The Forty-Second annual meeting of the St. Louis 
Mercantile Library Association was called to order by the 
president, Mr. William L. Scott, upon whose motion Mr. 
J. C. Ewald was called to the chair, and Mr. B. S. Adams, 
appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the last annual meetino: were read and 
approved. 

Mr. John R. Lionberger, treasurer, submitted his report 
of receipts and disbursements during the year ending 
December 31, 1887, and the present financial condition of 
the association. 

On motion of Mr. C. R. Stinde, the report was received 
and adopted. 

The president submitted the report of the board of 
direction for the past year, which, on motion of Mr. 
Charles Miller, was unanimously accepted. 



— 8 — 

Mr. Alfred Carr offered the followint^ resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted: — 

Whereas, The members of the Mercantile Library Association have 
witnessed with pride and pleasure the rapid progress of the magnificent 
new library building, now approaching completion, as not only an orna- 
ment to uur city, but a monument to the correct taste and executive 
ability of the board of direction and its building committee, and deem- 
ing it to be but simple justice to them, that they have the privilege and 
distinction of carrying out the work to a successful completion ; therefore, 
be it 

Hesolvedj That the annual meeting recommend the nomination of the 
members of the present board of direction for re-election for another 
term. 

Besolved, That the cordial thanks of the Mercantile Library Association 
are hereby tendered to the retiring board, for the zeal and energy with 
which they have discharged the duties confided to them, and that this 
annual meeting cannot withhold the expression of its gratification at 
the conspicuous success which is about to crown their labors. 

On motion of Mr. Charles Miller, it was ordered that the 
proceedings of this meeting be furnished the city papers for 
publication, and that one thousand copies of the same be 
printed in pamphlet form for circulation. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

J. C. EWALD, 

Ohaii'man. 
Benjamin S. Adams, Secretary, 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Mercantile Library, 
St. Louis, January 10, 1888. 

Gentlemen : 

I have the honor to submit the following statement 
of my receipts and disbursements during the year ending 
December 31, 1887, and the present financial condition of 
the association, viz: 

Exhibit ** A '* — Cash Account. 

Exhibit *' B '* — Balance Sheet. 

Exhibit **C" — Profit and Loss Account. 
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FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association. 



Gentlemen : 

In surrendering to you the office which, by your choice, 
we have filled during the past year, it is our duty to render 
a report of the manner in which we have discharged the 
trust confided to us. 

In reviewing the work of the forty-second year of our 
existence, as an association, it is with no little pride that 
we point to what has been accomplished. 

FINANCIAL. 

Our receipts during the year amount to one hundred and 
twenty thousand one hundred dollars and eighty-five cents, 
derived from the following sources: — 

Annual memberships $0,707 50 

Life memberships ... 1,460 00 

Perpetual memberships 108,900 00 

Cash donation 1,000 00 

Cash bequest 1,000 00 

Miscellaneous 1,043 35 

.^120,100 85 

In addition to the above, we have borrowed of the Con- 
necticut Mutual Life Insurance Company, secured by 
deed of trust on our real estate, $250,000, of which we 
have received .^120,000 00 

Makinijour total receipts .f 240, 100 85 
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We have expended two hundred and twenty-five thousand 
seven hundred and forty-six dollars and eighty-five cents, 
as follows : — 

For New library building $182,664 82 

** Bills payable 18,600 00 

" Interest 852 39 

" Mercantile library hall company 774 00 

** Books, binding, newspapers, periodicals, etc.... 6,504 75 

" Fitting up this building 2,062 10 

♦* Moving into this building 736 65 

*^ Expense account, as given in detail by the 

treasurer 14,663 24 

Total $226,746 85 

Leaving a balance in the treasury, at this date, of four- 
teen thousand, three hundred and sixty-seven dollars, and 
three cents. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Our loss in members during the year is less than we 
anticipated, when removing from a great thoroughfare to 
this ({uiet location. We have added: — 

Perpetual members 1 ,064 

Life members 29 

Proprietors 9 

Clerks 52 

Beneficiaries 87 

Total 1,241 

And lost by death, removal from the city, and with- 
drawals: — 

Honorary members 1 

Life members 7 

Proprietors 11 

Clerks 57 

Beneficiaries 96 

Total 172 



-16- 
Leaving our membership, January 1, 1887, as follows: — 

Honorary members 1{) 

Perpetual members 1,064 

Life members 702 

Proprietors 344 

Clerks 800 

Beneflciaries 581 

Total 3,516 

The perpetual memberships referred to above are trans- 
ferable only to such parties as may be approved by the 
board of direction. 

To our kind friends who have subscribed for a number 
of such memberships, cards have been issued, giving them 
the right to transfer the full benefits of the library and 
reading rooms to their employees or friends, for such 
length of time as they may desire, still retaining the owner- 
ship of the property ; by this means a large number of 
worthy young men have enjoyed the privilege of the li- 
brary during the latter part of the year, or since the issue 
of the perpetual membership certificates. 

The folio wins: is a list of subscribers for 

P*:HPETUAL MKMBEK8HIPS : 

Names. Memberships. Amounts. 

Barnes, Robert A 100 ^10,000 00 

Davis, John T 100 10,000 00 

Brookings. Robert S 50 5,000 00 

CuppLES, Samuel 60 5,000 00 

McLean, James H. (Estate) 50 5,000 00 

Catlin, Daniei 25 2,500 00 

Allen, W. R 10 1,000 00 

Barr, William 10 1,000 00 

Bell, Jas. W 10 1,000 00 

Brown, William 10 1,000 00 

BusCH, Adolphus 10 1,000 00 

Carr, Robert E 10 1,000 00 



Ifame*. 


Memberships. 


AmounlK. 












' 






I'oOO 00 


Drummond, J. T 


10 


.... 1,000 00 












' 


HAHGiDINE, W. A.... 


10 


. . . 1,000 00 






' 


























McLURK, Cuia- D 










Madill, Grohge a 


10 


.... 1,000 00 
.... 1,000 00 


















PiKRCB, H. Ci^r 


10 


. . . 1,000 00 












.... 1,000 00 






Shaplbigh, a. P 


10 


.... 1,000 00 


Stifel, Cbas. G 

THORXTillRQH, W. H 


10 


I'nno no 


10 


.... 1,000 00 












.... 1,000 00 


GtutHSON John M 




„ 




Adams, E. B 


- 




. 










Brandt, J.G 










Campbell, Jas. A 

Campbell, Jambs 


g 








G 


600 00 



Ola FLiN- Allen' Shoe Company-. 



CoKS 4 MuBhb 

Cash 

Dosujjs.'s. W. B. - 

Diutw F A 

EDGKLL. GKi>, S.-- ■ — ■■ 

£LT a ^1I.EKB DttT-G«)OIM C'MtPAXT 

W^Mtma SaiM mo CiMramn Cvmrvsr-- 

FBB&oauN. D. K 

Pkamc'is, D. R 

Vkalky, Muimi» 

HOOSJW. D. 5C 

ExmKB. j.jas P 

Lkww.i_> J 

HiiJ.i:*i>.-iiaiii>r, Edwakd 

McEsB, SiBii. Guxit — 

McEbx. Mis» EU.B.X 

M^rTBKWS, LKi.'Ni.I1I> 

Ji, Eu«Aiu> C 

, C F G 

MDMWCBI <il.^Kjl^ CuUfAHl -. 



5P0 OO 
500 «> 
500 00 
60O 00 
500 OO 
SOO 00 
500 00 
500 OO 
500 OO 
500 OO 
500 00 
500 00 



TSUSLA, JUHS W 

Pra, Wm. K- 

^ Lonii BsrattiKKATtM & WutMiiSM Gl'ttkk Cu 
Stkbdm.^. 1. G- W 

i^H^W, HbSKIl 

WlECWSmHT, Ejlus 

WiM, WE 

Wbtzkix, Ottm 

Wnzux, Haa. M&jtv 

Tbatxas. Jamcs B 

LSIOS pBRSe. BHICH WOKKS 

Bkccckwoitdi. Luvuk 

Cmj«r»iiBi>. 11.4 .. 



T±MM, Thmv- 

^ F*j3ci* X.- 
S C W 
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Names Memberships. Amounts. 

Englkman, Gko. J 2 20a 00 

Morrison, W. N 2 200 00 

RiLKY, Chas. V 2 200 00 

Taussig, Charles 2 200 00 

Taussig, James 2 200 00 

Taussig, Geo. W 2 200 00 

Adams, B. S 1 100 00 

Abeles, Robert 1 100 00 

Anderson, F. M 1 100 00 

Black, James 1 100 00 

Barnhart, Wm. R 1 100 00 

Block, Frank 1 100 00 

Bagnell, Robert 1 lOO 00 

BOECK, Adam 1 lOO 00 

Blattner, Mrs. L. J 1 100 00 

Buck, M. M l 100 00 

BuNN, S. C 1 100 00 

Bridge, Mrs. Hudson E 1 lOO 00 

Bascom, Joseph D 1 100 00 

Birch, Jas. T 1 100 00 

Cain, P. R 1...: 100 00 

Campbkll, Given 1 100 00 

Carr, P, T 1 100 00 

Carter, Frank 1 - 100 00 

Condon, A. A 1 100 00 

Conzelman, W. E 1 100 00 

Cruttknden, R. W 1 100 00 

Cummiskey, James 1 lOO 00 

Casselberry, Evans 1 100 00 

CuENDET, Eugene J 1 100 00 

Collins, W. I) 1 100 00 

1>AY, W. C 1 J 00 00 

Dixon, B. V. D 1 100 00 

DoRMiTZER, Joseph 1 iqq qo 

Dreas, Farrington 1 100 oo 

Drey, Adolf 1 100 00 

Drey, Albert 1 100 00 

Duncan, Wm 1 100 00 

Dyer, D.P 1 loo oO 

Edwards, James 1 loo 00 

Eliot, Edward C I 100 00 

Field, John T 1 100 00 

Fisher, S. J 1 100 00 

Foster, Geo. S 1 100 00 

Fusz, Paul A 1 100 00 
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Names. 

Fkazer, Samukl H 

Garrison, D. E 

Garrison, O. L 

GiLBKRT, W. J 

Glasgow, E. J., Jr 

Gkkgg, W. H, 

Grkthkr, John 

Gruner, John 

GuGERTY, Thomas 

Gray, M. L 

IIILL, Jkromk 

Haynes, D. K 

Hazard, ^'. T 

Hoffman, Samuel E — 

How, James F 

Jbwett, Daniel T 

Jewett, Eliot C 

judson, f. n 

Kahn, Max 

Kauffman, John W — 

Laukin, E. H 

Larkin, Tuos. H 

Lewis, Edwin S 

Leathe, Samuel 

McCabe, Francis X — 

Moore, Robert 

Moore, ;Henry C 

Noon AN, Tiios S 

Noel, Henry M 

Overall, John H 

Pattison. E. W 

Reyburn, a. V 

RiDGELY, F. L 

ROHLKING, F. W 

Rosenheim, M 

rumsey, l. m 

Rutlei)(;e, W. a 

Seddon, Jas. a 

Seaman. C. M 

Simon. C. F 

SiHE, Mrs. Rebecca W 
Sylvester, James J — 

Smith, C. B 

Stuyvesant, W. S 

Taussk;, Chas. S 

Tai'ssig, H. P 



Memberships. 



mounts. 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 CO 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
100 00 
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Names, Memberships . Amounts. 

Terry, John H 1 lOO 00 

Thompson, Joseph B 1 100 00 

Toms, Geo. W 1 100 00 

Trask, W. H 1 100 00 

VoRDiCK, A. H 1 100 00 

Warren, Isaac 1 1 100 00 

WiLKERSON, Edward 1 100 00 

WITHNELL.W. W 1 100 00 

Warner, Mrs. Fannie T 1 100 00 

Wilson, Geo. W 1 100 00 

Zimmerman, W. W 1 100 00 

Zelle, a, F 1 100 00 

Zelle, F. E 1 100 OO 

1138 $113,800 00 

BOOKS. 

During the year we have added twenty-one hundred and 
sixty-seven volumes to the library. 

By Purchase... 1,583 volumes. 

** Donation 584 volumes. 

Total 2,167 volumes. 

Number of volumes reported January 1st, 1887..G6,G13 volumes. 

Makinj; 68,780 volumes. 

Deduct volumes lost and paid for 16 

Deduct volumes worn out and condemned 32 48 volumes. 

Leaving January 1st, 1888 68,732 volumes. 

The book committee have endeavored to economize the 
limited means at their disposal; their purchases have been 
confined to the actual requirements of the library. 

The expenditures during the year amount to five thou- 
sand five hundred and four dollars and seventy-fiv^e cents; 

For Books .^2,760 60 

*' British patents, collating and binding 326 73 

" Binding and repairing books 556 00 

" Magazines 99 22 

** Newspapers 514 45 

" Periodicals 1,247 75 

Total .$5,504 75 
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The late R. VV. Ulrici bequeathed his library to us, and 
during the year, we received from his executor two hun- 
dred and twenty-four volumes, which liave been catalogued 
and phieed in the library. Among them are many valuable 
works in French, English and German. 

Your thanks are due Gen. W. T. Sherman for one hun- 
dred and ninety-eight volumes presented to the library on 
his departure from this city ; they have also been catalogued 
and placed on our shelves. We specify a few of the most 
valuable, such as — 

Canina\s Ediflzj Di Roma Antica G folio volume^. 

Catlin's North American Indian Portfolio 1 folio volume. 

Ward's Souvenir of the Emperor Napoleon 1 folio volume. 

Hayden's Sun Pictures of rocky mountain scenery, 1 folio volume. 

LIBRAKV AND READING ROOMS. 

The Hbi'ary and reading I'ooins were closed from Jan- 
uai-y 1st to 2(>th, 1887, for the transfer of books and other 
})r()})erty fiom the old library to our present comfortable 
(luarters, i)reviously secured and neatly fitted and furnished, 
l)V the conimittoe on libi'ary and readintr room. 

The rooms have been open two hundred and seventy- 
eight days, duiing which we have issued one hundred and 
fifty-one thousand nine hundred and eleven volumes, being 
an average daily issue of five hundred and forty-six volumes, 
classified as follows: — 

lli>tory, biography and travels.. 25,306 volumes 

Philosophy and general literature 35,801 

Poetry, art, architecture and the drama 25,508 

I*rose, fiction and juvenile 65,23<) 






Total 151,011 volumes. 

PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 

History, biography and travels 10 1) 

Philosophy and general literature 23.5 

Poetry, art, architecture and the drama 1 0.8 

Prose, tiction and juvenile 42 8 
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The decrease in our issue is owing to the closing of the 
library for about a month during the busiest season of the 
year, and the delay of our members in transferring their at- 
tendance from the old to the new location. Thfeir absence 
was, however, of short duration and we are glad to note the 
increased interest and see the rooms thronged from morning 
until night. 

The reading rooms have been supplied with the following 
newspapers and periodicals during the year : — 

NEWSPAPERS. 

(Daily unless otherwise speciflcd). 
AMERICAN. 

New York Tribune, 
New York Sun, 



Baltimore Aniericdn, 

Boston Advertiser, 

Boston Herald, 

Chicago News, 

Cliicago Times, 

Chicago Tribune, 

Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, 

Clinton Mo. Advocate (weekly), 

Denver Rocky Mountain News, 

Indianapolis Sentinel, 

Kansas City Journal 

Leadville Herald Democrat, 

Ansiedlerin Wisconsin, 

New Orleans Picayune. 

New York Courrier des Etats Unis, 

New York Evening Post, 

New York Dramatic News, 

New York Graphic, 

New York Herald, 

New York Irish World, 

New York Journal of Commerce, 

New York Times, 



New York World, 

Norfolk Virginian, 

Philadelphia North American, 

St. Cliarles Cosmos (weekly), 

St. Louis Rural World (weekly), 

St. Louis Sporting News (weekly), 

St. Louis Tribune, 

St. Louis West'nWatch'n, (w'kly.) 

St. Louis Westliche Post, 

St. Louis, American Celt (weekly), 

St. Louis Amerika, 

St. Louis Anzeiger des Westens, 

St. Louis Catholic World (weekly), 

St. Louis Chronicle, 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 

St. Louis Republican, 

San Francisco Chronicle, 

Springfield (Mass.) Republican, 

SteubenvlUe Ohio Press (weekly), 



FOREIGN. 

Great Britain. 

Canatia Montreal Herald, Edinburgh Scotsman (weekly), 

Dublin Freeman Journal (weekly), Glasgow Herald (weekly), 

The Weekly Freeman, Liverpool Mercury (weekly), 

Dublin Nation (weekly), London Times. 
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France. 

Paris Charivari, Paris Figaro, 

Paris, Galignani^s Messenger. 

Germany. 

Aagsburg Allgemeine ZeitODg, CpIo;?ae Koeloisclie Zeitung. 



PERIODICALS. 
Wekkly. 



Academy, 

Age of Steel, 

American Arcliitect, 

American Field, 

American Gas-Li^lit Journal, 

Arcliitect, 

Armv and Navv Gazette, 

Army and Navy Journal, 

Army and Navy Register, 

Atliena'um, 

Britisli Arcliitect, 

Britisli Journal of Photography, 

British Medical Journal, 

Builder, 

Building News, 

Bulletin, 

Bullionist, 

Chemical News, 

Christian Register, 

Coal Trade Journal, 

County Gentleman, 

Critic, 

Economist, 

Electrical Review, 

Electrical World, 

Electrician, 

Engineer, 

Engineering, 

Engineering and Mining Journal, 

Engineering News, 

Field, 

Financial and Com'I Chronicle, 

Financial and Mining Record, 

Fliegende Blatter, 

Forest and Stream, 

Frank Leslie's lUust'd Newspaper, 



Furniture Gazette, 

Fun, 

Graphic (London), 

Harper's Bazar, 

Harper's Weekly, 

Illustrirte Zeitung, 

Illustrated London News, 

Iron, 

Iron Age, 

Jewish Chronicle, 

Journal of Education, 

Journal of Gas Light insr, 

Judge, 

Judy, 

Kladderadiitsch, 

Lancet, 

Land and Water, 

Leather Gazette, 

Life, 

Littell's Living Age, 

Lumbermm, 

Musical World, 

Nation, 

Nature, 

New Vork Medical Journal, 

Northwestern Miller, 

Pall Mall Budget, 

Pictorial World, 

Puck, 

Punch, 

Queen, 

Railroad Age, 

Railroad Gazette, 

Railway News, 

Rural New Yorker, 

Saint James Budget, 
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Saint Louis Examiner, 

Sanitary Engineer, 

Saturday Review, 

School and Home, 

Science, 

Scientific American, 

Scientific American Supplement, 

Scientific American, Architect and 

Builders' edition. 
Southwestern Methodist, 



Spectator fLondon), 

Spectator (St. Louis), 

Spirit of the Times, 

Sporting and Dramatic News, 

Tablet, 

Truth, 

Turf, Field and Farm, 

Vanity Fair, 

Weelcly Medical Review, 
World, 



Monthly. 



All the Year Round, 

American JourM of Medi'l Sciences. 

American Journal of Science, 

Andover Review, 

Annals and Magazine of Natural 

History, 
Annals of Surgery, 
Antiquary, 

Archives of Dentistry, 
Argosy, 

Atlantic Monthly, 
Art Journal, 

Banker's Magazine (London), 
Banker's Magazine (New York), 
Belgravia, 

Blackwood's Magazine, 
Book-Lore, 
Bow Bells, 

Builder and Wood Worker, 
Building Trades Journal, 
Carpentry and Building, 
Cassell's Magazine, 
Catholic World, 
Century Magazine, 
Chamber of Commerce Journal, 
Chambers' Journal, 
Chess Monthly, 
Church Magazine, 
Colburn's United Service Magazine, 
Contemporary Review, 
Cornhill Magazine, 
Curtis's Botanical Magazine, 
Dublin Review, 



Eclectic Magazine, 

Edinburgh Medical Journal, 

Electrician and Electrical Engineer, 

Fortnightly Review, 

Forum, 

Frank Leslie's Illu'd Sun. Magazine. 

Frank Leslie's Popular Monthly, 

Gazette des Beaux-Arts, 

Gentleman's Magazine, 

Geological Magazine, 

Glasgow Medical Journal, 

Godey's Lady's Book, 

Good Words, 

Hardwicke's Science Gossip, 

Harper's Magazine, 

Homiletic Magazine, 

International Chess Magazine, 

Investor's Monthly Magazine, 

Jewish Free Press, 

Journal of Anatomy and Physiol- 
ogy, 

Journal of the Anth'l Institute, 

Journal of the Association of En- 
gineering Societies, 

Journal of Botany, 

Journal of the Chemical Society, 

Journax of the Franklin Institute 

Journal of the Inst, of Actuaries, 

Journal of Mental Science, 

Journal of Speculative Philosophy, 

Leisure Hour, 

Lippincott's Magazine, 

Literary World, 



■i 
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London Society, 

London, Edinburgh and Dublin 

Philosophical Magazine, 
Longman's Magazine, 
Macmillan's Magazine, 
Month, 

Morray's Magazine, 
Musical Times, 
New Church Messenger, 
New England Magazine, 
New Jerusalem Magazine. 
Nineteenth Century, 
North American Review, 
Notes and Queries, 
Outing, The 
Overland Monthly, 
Phrenological Journal, 
Popular Science Monthly, 
Poultry World, 



Princeton Review, 

Proceedings of the Royal Geograph - 

ical Society. 
Railroad and Engineering Journal. 
St. Louis Comercio del Valle, 
St. Louis Miller, 
St. Nicholas. 
Sanitarian, 
Scribner's Magazine, 
South, The 
Southern Bivouac, 
Stoves and Hardware, 
Temple Bar, 
Textile Record, 

Truth or Testimony for Christ, 
Unitarian Review, 
Western Agriculturist, 
Wide Awake. 



Quarterly. 



Alienist and Neurologist. 
Archa)ological Journal. 
Asiatic Quarterly Review. 
Edinburgh Review. 
English Historical Review. 
Journal of the Royal Statistic il So- 
ciety of London. 
London Quarterly Review. 
Mind. 



Political Science Quarterly. 
Quarterly Journal of the Geological 

Society of London. 
Quarterly Journal of Microscopical 

Science. 
Quarterly Review. 
Scottish Review. 
Westminster Review. 



FRENCH PERIODICALS. 



Annales de Chimieetde Physique. 

Chronique des Arts. 

France lUustr^e. 

Illustration. 

Journal des Economistes. 



Lettres et les Arts. 
Monde lUustrd. 
Nouvelle Revue. 
Revue des Deux Mondes. 
Revue Philosophique. 



GERMAN PERIODICALS. 



Annalen der Chemie. 
Deutsche Lelnen Industrielle. 
Dingler's Polytechnisches Journal 
Fliegend6 Blatter. 
Gartenlaube. 



Illustrirte Zeitung. 

Kladderadatsch. 

Salon . 

Ueber Land und Meer. 

Unsere Zeit. 



— 27 — 



NEW BUILDINGS. 



The demolition of the old buildino: — our home for more 
than a third of the century — was commenced on the morn- 
ing of the 24th of January, and the work on the new build- 
ing has been pushed forward, as rapidly as possible, under 
the direction of the building committee, and the immedi- 
ate supervision of our able and efficient architect and super- 
intendent, Mr. Henry G. Isaacs. 

The buildinn^ is six stories hio:h with a basement, has a 
frontage on Broadway of one hundred and fourteen feet 
four inches, and on Locust street of one hundred and twenty- 
seven feet nine inches. 

The library and reading rooms will be located on the sixth 
floor, the five lower stories and part of the basement being 
rented to Messrs. Scruggs, Vandervoort & Barney for a 
term of ten years. 

The building is constructed of granite, brick, terra-cotta 
and iron and is thoroughly tire-proof throughout. 

The first story is constructed of red granite, from the 
quarries of the Syenite (Iranite Company near Graniteville, 
Missouri. 

The five stories above the granite are of brick and terra- 
cotta, the interior columns, floor-beams and girders of iron 
all protected by burnt claytiles and the floors throughout 
the entire building filled in between the beams with burnt 
clay hollow-tile flat arches, and the roof is constructed in a 
similar manner. 

The entrance to the library is located on Locust street, at 
the northwest corner of the building. When finished visit- 
ors will enter a handsomely furnished reception room, take 
a hydraulic elevator of the most approved construction, and 
in a few seconds find themselves in one of the most elegant 
and complete library rooms in America. 
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This story will be twenty feet high, divided into a 
reading room, book room, and the various rooms required for 
carrying on the work of a growing library. It will be lighted 
by large windows on the four sides, a sky light in the 
roof, — twentv bv fiftv feet — and at ni<rht with the most 
approved system of electric incandescent lights; in fact, 
we hope that our new home will exceed j^our most sanguine 
expectations, finished and furnished with every comfort 
and convenience. 

The building is so well advanced that we may safely an- 
ticipate removing into it during the coming summer. 

The work has been done to our entire satisfaction by the 
following parties: — 

William Atchison — Removini>: old building]:. 

Black & Davis — Excavation and foundation. 

James II. Bright — Brick, terra-cotta, iron and fire 

proofing. 
Syenite Granite Company — Granite. , 
Daniel Evans — Carpentry . 
St. Louis Heating and Ventilating Company — Heating 

and ven^tilating. 
William Clark — Fla<i:<'in<i:. 
Georoje Pendercrrass — Sewering;. 
Cochran & Powers — Coi)per work. 

The expenditures on account of the building to this date, 
as given in detail by the treasurer, amount to one hundred 
and eighty-two thousand six hundred and sixty-four dollars 
and eight}' -two cents. 

CONCLUSION. 

Your thanks are due Messrs. Hitchcock, Madill & Fink- 
elnburg for valuable legal services rendered during the year, 
free of charge. 
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Mr. Edward S. Kowso kindly gave to your association 
one half of his commission for negotiating the loan, of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, from the Connecticut 
Mutual Life Insurance Company. 

Our property is insured in responsible companies for one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand dolhirs. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the board of direc- 
tion, 

W. L. SCOTT, 

President, 



GIFTS DURING THE YEAR 1S57. 



I OS T. 

Givers. o *§, 



Alden & Co., Edwin 1. 

AmericaD Institute of Mining Engineers • I'. 

I i 
Astor Library | 2 . 

Atwood, David 1 . 

BarnelDy, W. H. (England) 1 . 

B.ittell, R 1 . 

Beclctold, Wm.B 1 . 

Benet, Brig.-Geu. S. W iL 

Bonet, Mrs. Silas I 10 . 

Boston Maverick Nat. Bank I . 

Boston Public Library 5 

Brooklyn Library 1 

Browning Society of London 2 .. . 

Canada, Royal Society of 1 1 . . 

Carr, Alfred 3 ... 

Castleman, Hon. Geo. A 1 . . . 

Chicago Public Library 1 

Cincinnati Mercantile Library i . . . i 

Cincinnati Public Library : 1 12 

Coal, Samuel A., Jr ; 1 ... 

Columbia College Library 3 

Congress, Library of 1 

Cornell University 1 . 

Crane, Miss S. A 5 . 

Dameron, L. D 1 . 

Downs, Miss Flora 1 . 

Drake, Mrs. George S 1 . 

Engineering Societies, Association of 1 . 

Evvald, Mrs. J. C 1 . 

Field, John T 2'. 

Glasgow Fublic Librdry, Scotland — 1 

Globe Printing Company 'i . . . 
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Givers. 



o 



1 






Glover, Hon. John M 

Grand Rapids Public Library 

Great firitaiu, Hon. Commissioners of Patents j 80 

Harvard College Library ... 

Harvard College Observatory i 1 

I 
Heyward, J. C 1 

India, Viceroy and Governor-General of 1 

James, Dr. Frank L I 

Jotinson, J . B 1 

Kimball, James P 1 

Knapp & Co., George , 8 

Kochititzky, O. 1 

Leeds' Free Public Library 

McAnally, D. R 1 

McRee, Wm. G I 1 

Maisch, J. M 1 

Manufacturers Record Co ] 

Maxwell, Sidney I) i i 

! i 
Milwaukee Public Library ... 

Morgan, George H : l 

New Jerusalem Magazine Publishers ... i 

i 
Newton, Simon ••• i i... 

I ' 

New York Apprentices Library 1 

New York Mercantile Library 1 



1... 

f 

. 2 



New York State Library | 3 1 . . . 

New York State Pharmaceutical Association 

Philadelphia Library Co 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library I . . . 2 

Phipps, Lucian \ 2 . . . 

Ramsey, Chas. G 2 



Raymond, Gustave . . 
Redwood Library. . . 
Robinson, &c., C. S. 



14; 



St. Louis Board of Health \...xVl 
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ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY AMglATION 



TUB. THE YEAR 1BB7. 



-»•< 



PRESIDENT: 
WILLIAM L. SCOTT. 



VIOE-PRE8IDENT: 
SAMT'EL M. KENNARl). 



8EORETARIE8: 

RECOROiNQ, OORRESPONOiNQ, 

BENJAMIN S. ADAMS. BKNJAMIK EISEMAN. 



TREASURER: 
JOHN R. LIONBEttGER. 



DIRECTORS i 
JULIUS S. WALSH, HENRY STANLEY, 

ROBERT 8. BROOKIN(iS, EDWARDS WHITAKER, 

DAVID R. FRANCIS, JAMES A. WATERWORTH. 

JOHN W. MUNSOX. 



ACTUARY AND LIBRARIAN: 
JOHN N. DYER. 



ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS: 

FIRST. 8EOONO, 

W. H. H. ANDERSON, JAMES A. SUBLETTE. 

DESK CLERK: 
CARL HEILIGER. 



JANITOR : 
CHARLES W. WALKER. 



COMMITTEES FOR 1887. 



• • > 



WAYS AND MEANS: 
SAMITEL M. KENXARD, EDWARDS WHITAKER, 

JULIUS S. WALSH. 

LIBRARY AND READING ROOM: 

HENRY STANLEY, JOHN W. MUNSON, 

BENJAMIN EISEMAN. 

BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 
JI LIUS S, WAI.SH, DAVID R. FRANCIS, 

JAS. A. WATERWORTH, BENJAMIN S. ADAMS, 

ROBERT S.BROOKINGS. 



LECTURES: 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER, JOHN W. MUNSON, 

JAS. A. WATERWORTH. 

HALL AND BUILDING: 

WILLIAM L. SCOTT, SAMUEL M. KENNARD, 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 

NEW BUILDING: 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, HENRY STANLEY, 

DAVID R. FRANCIS, EDWARDS WHITAKER, 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7 James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9 Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1 Hudson E. Bridge. 

i8s2 Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 J' H. Alexander. 

1854-5 John T. Doicjlass. 

1856 W. M. Morrison. 

1857 John W. Luke. 

1858 M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60 J. B. S. Lemoine, 

1861 Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 John H. Beach. 

1864-5 - - - - , Charles Miller. 

1866-7 George R. Robinson. 

1868-9 Lafayette Wilson. 

1870-1 - Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3 Charles Speck. 

^874-5 Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7 Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880- 1 Thomas E. Tutt. 

1882-3 Robert E. Carr. 

1884-5 Robert S. BROOKiN(is. 

1886-7 - - - - W. L. Scott. 



TRUSTEES. 



sp 



JAMES E. YEATMAN, ALFRED CARR, 

RICHARD M. SCRUGGS, J. B. S. LEMOINE, 

CHARLES MILLER. 



FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association. 



January 11th, 1887. 



Rooms St. Lor is Mercantile Libkakv Association, \ 

St. Louis, January 11th, 1887. ( 

The forty-first annual meeting of the St. Louis Mer- 
cantile Library Association was held in the directors' 
room on Tuesday evening, January 11th, 1887. 

The meeting was called to order by W. L. Scott, and 
on motion, James E. Yeatman was called to the chair. 

D. P. Cooke and W, H. H. Pettus were appointed 
secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and 
approved. 

The minutes of the special meeting held November 
27th, 1886, were also read, and on motion of Alfred Carr, 
were approved. 

Report of J. R. Lionberger, treasurer, was read, and 
on motion of Chas. Miller, received, approved, and spread 
upon the records. 

The report of the president, W. L. Scott, was read, 
and on motion, accepted. 
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Mr. J. B. S. Lemoine offered the following resolution, 
which was nnanimously adopted. 

Resolved— That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the 
president and board of direction for their faithful and energetic labors 
during the past year, and they heartily approve their action in raising 
the means required to furnish the library with a new and valuable 
home, and for the prompt and successful removal of its seventy thou- 
sand volumes to such pleasant and appropriate temporary quarters as 
they have provided. 

Mr. Geo. A. Hynes offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Resolved— That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished the 
daily papers of the city for publication, and that one thousand copies of 
the reports be printed in pamphlet form for distribution. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

JAMES E. YE ATM AN, Chairman, 

D. P. Cooke, i ^ . . 

TXT XT TT T> _ . i Secretanes. 
W. H. H. Petius, ) 
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Treasurer's Annual Report, 



STibmlttBd January 11th; IBB 7 



Mercantile Library, 1 
St. Louis, January 11th, 1887. > 

TRKASURKR'S REPORT. 

John R. Lionberger, treasui'er, in account with the St. 
Louis Mercantile Library Association, for the year end- 
ing December 31st, 1886. 

Exhibit "A" — Cash account. 
Exhibit ''B"— Balance sheet. 
Exhibit *'C" — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Mercantile Library, St. Louis, January 11th, 1887. 
To the Members of the St, Louis Mercantile Library Association. 

Gentlemen : — In accordance with the requirements 
of the constitution, I have the honor to lay before yon, 
on behalf of the board of direction, the following report 
of their management of the affairs of the association 
during the past year. 

The treasurer's report submitted herewith gives a 
detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures dur- 
ing the year, summarized as follows : 

Keceipts from memberships $ 8,082 00 

•' " rents 13,480 17 

'' ^' miscellaneous sources 965 70 

A total of $22,527 87 

The receipts show a falling off from the previous year, 
occasioned principally by absence of any demand for 
the grand hall, the receipts from which have been only 
$505.00, as against $1,724.00 in 1885. 

Besides the current expenses of the library, during 
the year, we have paid out for books, binding and peri- 
odicals, $5,486.85, a current interest account of $1,371.44, 
and have decreased the bonded indebtedness $4,000.00, of 
this last, however, only $1,400.00 was paid out of our 
income, and the balance, $2,600.00, was added to our 
floating debt, 
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The Bills Payable account is as follows : 

Funded debt due March 28, 1887 $ 4,000 00 

'^ ** 28, 1888 5,000 00 

9,000 00 
Floating debt 9,500 00 

A total of $18,500 00 

Showing a reduction of our indebtedness during the 
year, of $1,400.00. 

During the past year, 289 members have been added 
to our association and 196 lost, from various causes, 
leaving the present number 2,751, an increase of 43 mem- 
bers during the year. 

The net increase of books to the library during the 
year has been 2,461 volumes. The number now in the 
library is 66,613. 

The expenditures for books, binding, periodicals, 
newspapers, etc. have been as follows : 

For Books $3,045 25 

" British patents 82 45 

'* Periodicals '. 851 86 

** Newspapers 513 79 

*' Binding 993 50 

$5,486 85 

The library and reading room have been open 309 
days during the year, and during that time there have 
been issued 171,960 volumes, an increase of 713 over pre- 
vious year, and an average issue of 560 volumes per day, 
classified as follows : 

History, Biography and Travels 20.35 per cent. 

Philosophy and Literature 21.65 " 

Poetry, Art, Architecture and the Drama 17.20 ** 

Prose Fiction and Juvenile 40.80 " 

The property of the association is insured in responsi- 
ble companies for $165,000.00. 

Subscriptions for perpetual memberships have been 
raised to the amount of $111,700.00, and it is hoped can 
be increased to $130,000.00. With the former sum as a 
nucleus, your board have decided, in compliance with a 
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resolution of the association, adopted at a special meet- 
ing, held November 27, 1886, to commence the erection of 
a six story fire-proof building. The library will occupy 
a part of the first, fifth, and all of the sixth story; 
the remainder has been leased to the Scruggs, Vander- 
voort & Barney Dry Goods Company for a term of ten 
years, at a satisfactory rental. 

We trust that we have thus placed the library on a 
stable foundation, and in a condition in which its im- 
provement will be constant and rapid. 

During the year we have lost by death, our second 
assistant librarian, Mr. James A. Yeatman, who had 
been identified with the library for fourteen years, and 
had endeared himself to its members by the uniform 
courtesy with which he performed his duties. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the board of 
direction. 

AV. L. SCOTT, President. 



APPENDIX. 



GIFTS DURING THE YEAR 1886. 



(ilVERS. 



.Vnu^rican lustitute of Mining Kngineers 

.Vmerican Library .Vssociation 

American Pharmaceutical Association 

American Public Health Association 

Astor Library 

Ben4t. ling, (len'l S. V 

Bodlean Library 

Boston Public Library 

Broadhead, .loseph 1) 

Buffalo Young Men's Association 

Burchard, M. M 

Butterwortb, T 

Byars, W. V 

Cannon, H. M 

Carr, Alfred 

Chase, Chas. L 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Mercantile Library 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Clarke, Robt., & Co 

Columbia College Library 

Congress, Library of 

Cornell University 

Dundee Free Library 

Dyer, Lieut. A. B 

Enoch Pratt Free Library of Baltimore 

Field, JohnT 

Foy, Peter L 

Francis, Joseph 

Friends' Free Library, (iermantown, Philadelphia. 

(ilasgow. Scotland, Public Library 

(rlobe Printing Company 

(ireat Britain, Commissioners of Patents 

Hamilton. Morris L 

Hanford, Albert 

Harvard College Library 

Harvard College ()}>8ervatory 

Heron, Alexander * 



Carried forwards. 



VOLS. 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

i 
1 

:i 
1 
1 
1 

5 



1 
1 



2 



1 

1 
1 
1 



1 

1 



74 



ppns. 






1 

1 

12 

i 
1 
1 
1 
11 



4 



4G 
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(JIVEKS. 



Brought forward 

Holmes, Natbl 

HoyDe, Mrs. Thomas 

Hutchinson, R. R 

Johnson C \V 

Journal of the Association of Engineering Societies. 
Enapp & Co., George 



Leavitt & Co., George A 

Leeds Free Public Library 

Liverpool Free Public Library 

McClurg & Co., A. C i 

McGrath, Hon. Michael 

Maimonides Library, New York 

Maxwell, Sidney D 

Maxwell, Mrs. S. B 

Merrell, Dr. A 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Missouri Grand Royal Arch Chapter 

Missouri Railroad Commissioners 

Missouri State Pharmaceutical Association 

Morgan, George H 

Munson, John W 

Newton Free Library 

Xew England Society of St. Louis 

Xew Y'ork Apprentices* Library 

New York Mechanics' and Tradesmen, Gen'l Society 

Xew York Mercantile Library 

Xew Y^ork State Library 

Xew Y'ork State Pharmaceutical Association 

Xipher, F. E 

Xolan, Miss Mary 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library Company 

Pillsbury, P .' 

Providence Public Library 

Pulitzer, Joseph 

Quincy Public Library 

Ramsey, Charles (i 

Ritch, Wm. G 

Robinson. Mrs. C. F 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis Board of Public Schools 

St. Louis Xews Company 

St. Louis Public Library 

San Francisco Mercantile Library 

Shipley, Samuel R ' 

Smith. S. Prentiss 

Smithsonian Institute 

Sowyer Free Library 

Surgeon General I nited States Army 

Thomas. Wm. L .'. 

Toronto Public Library 

Townsend, Thomas T>. 

Trelease. William 



VOLS. 



1 
1 
1 
1 
:5 
1 



1 
12 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

i 

1 



Carried forward. 
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UIVEKS. 



Brovg hi forward 

United States, Bureau of Education 

United States, Engineering Department . 

ITnited States, Interior Department 

United States, Navy Department 

United States, Patent Office Department. 

United States, Signal Department 

United States, State Department 

United States, Treasury Department 

United States, War Department 

Unitarian Review Company 

Unknown 

Vest, Hon. George J 

Walker, John 

Worcester Free Library 

Wright, C. D .L. 

Wright, Dr. T. L 

Yale College 

Yeatman, James A 

Young Men's Library. Buffalo 



VOLS. ppns. 



1 
2 
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1 



130 


70 
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2 


74 
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1 




• • • ■ 


52 


1 


• ■ ■ • 




») 


10 


12 


4 


1 


• ■ •• 


12 


1 




4 


• • • 


2 


• • •• 



236 



165 



k 



<^iiniiaf Re(JoH 
^sisosiafion. 



1885. 



»0\ 




i..\.\ 

LEVISON&BLYTHE 

STATIONERY CO. 



•••••••••••••••••^•••••••••MNiau 




r=:.i^ 



-«' 



<k 



PRINTERS, STATIONERS & BINDERS 




mmmmmwmmmmmmmmnmmmmmm^ nssSS SS !{*>}• 
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OFKICERS 



m. LOOTS MERgANmE LIBRARY fflO«IATION 



FDR THE TEAR laaB, 



SECRET ARIES: 
BENJAUIM 8. ADAH8. | 



JCIJU8 S. WALSH, 
ROBERT B BROOKING!^, EDWARDS WHITAKEU, 

DAVID H. FRANCIS, | JAMES A. WATERWOHTH, 

JOHN W. MUNSON. 



CARL HEILIGER. 




COMMITTEES FOR 1886. 



'•-•-♦i 



WAYS AND MEANS: 

* 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD. EDWARDS WHITAKER 

JULIUS S. WALSH. 

LIBRARY AND READING ROOM: 
HENRY STANLEY. JOHN W. MUNSON. 

BENJAMIN EISEMAN. 

BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 
JULIUS S. WALSH. DAVID R. FRANCIS. 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. BENJAMIN S. ADAMS. 

JAS. A. WATERWORTH. 

LEOTURE8: 
JOHN R. LIONBERGER. JOHN W. MUNSON. 

JAS. A. WATERWORTH. 

HALL AND BUILDING: 
WILLIAM L. SCOTT. SAMUEL M. KENNARD. 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 

NEW BUILDING: 
ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. HENRY STANLEY. 

DAVID R. FRANCIS. EDWARDS WHITAKER. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



■^ » #■ 



1846-7 ------ James E. Yeatman. 

1848-49 Alfred Vinton. 

1850- 1 - Hudson E. Bridge. 

1852 Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 - - - -- - - J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5 ----.-- John T. Douglass. 

1856 - - W. M. Morrison. 

1857 ------- John W. Luke. 

1858 - - - - - - - M. V.L. McClelland. 

1859-60 J. B. S. Lemoine. 

1861 Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 John H. Beach. 

1864-5 Charles Miller. 

1866-7 .----.- George R. Robinson. 

1868-9 -, Lafayette Wilson. 

1870- 1 Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3 --.-..- Charles Speck. 

1874-5 Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7 ------- Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 ------- R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880- 1 Thomas E. Tutt. 

1882-3 Robert E. Carr 

1884-5 Robert S. Brookings. 



TRUSTEES. 



JAMES E. YEATMAN, JOHN H. BEACH, 

RICHARD M. SCRUGGS, J. B. S. LEMOINE, 

JOHN W. LUKE. 



FORTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 



January 12th, 1886. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, i 

St. Louis, January 12th, 1886. * 

The fortieth annual meeting of the St. Lonis Mer- 
cantile Library Association was held in the reading 
room on Tuesday evening, January 12, 1886. 

The meeting was called to order by Robt. S.Brookings, 
and, on motion, Thos. E. Tutt, was called to the chair. 

John S. J. Miller and Frank A. Drew were appointed 
secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read 
and approved. 

The committee of ways and means submitted the 
following report, which, on motion, was adopted : 

St. Louis, January 12, 1886. 

The committee of ways and means beg leave to report that they 
have examined the books and accounts of the association, and find the 
same correct and properly supported by vouchers for all disbursements 
made to date. 

W. L. SCOTT, Chairman, 
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The report of John R. Lionberger, treasurer, was 
read, and, on motion, accepted and adopted. 

Mr. Robt. S. Brookings read the annual report of the 
board of direction, which, on motion, was accepted and 
adopted. 

Mr. Chas. Miller offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved — That the thanks of this association are due and hereby 
most cordiaUy tendered to the president, Mr. Robert S. Brookings, for 
the zeal and untiring energy displayed by him in soliciting subscrip- 
tions to the building fund; that he is to be congratulated on the 
success so far achieved, and, while it is to be regretted that a provision 
of the constitution prevents his being his own successor in the presidency 
for the ensuing term, it is hoped that he will consent to remain in the 
board until the good work, so auspiciously ])egun, is carried to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. 

Mr. George A. Hynes offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved — That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished the 
daily papers of the city for publication, and that one thousand copies of 
the reports be printed in pamphlet form for distribution. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

THOS. E. TUTT, Chairman, 

John S. J. Miller, ) Secretaries, 
Frank A. Drew, ) 
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Treasurer's Annual Report. 



1885. 



SubmittEd January 12thj IBBB 



Mercantile Library, 1 
St. Louis, January 12th, 1886. i 

"TRKASURKR'S RKI^ORTT. 

John R. Lionberger, Treasurer, in account with the St. 
Louis Mercantile Library Association, for the year end- 
ing December 31st, 1885. 

Exhibit "A" — Cash account. 
Exhibit "B"— Balance sheet. 
Exhibit "C" — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Mercantile Library, St. Loi^is, January 12th, 1886. 
To the Members of the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association. 

Gentlemen : — The board of direction of your asso- 
ciation, in compliance with the requirements of the con- 
stitution, beg to lay before you the following report of 
their management of the affairs of the association dur- 
ing the past year, and of its present condition. 

The continued depression in business, and' the dimin- 
ished demand for the grand hall, have caused a small 
decrease in the income. 

FINANCIAL. 

The receipts from all sources have been twenty-four 
thousand four hundred and forty-four dollars and eighty- 
two cents, compared with twenty-five thousand nine 
hundred and eleven dollars and thirty-five cents last 
year, a loss of fourteen hundred and sixty-six dollars 
and fifty-three cents, as follows : 

18^4. 1885. 

From Memberships ^ 8,682 50 $ 8,494 50 

•< IlaU Stores 13,075 58 13,02(3 02 

** Grand HaU 2,035 00 1,724 90 

'' Ante-Rooms 82 00 60 00 

'* Organ 20 00 

<» Miscellaneous 1,116 27 1,139 40 

$25,911 35 ^24,444 82 



The loss from rent of hall amounts to $1,210.10, and in 
future we cannot expect to derive any revenue from that 
source. 
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Out of the last year's income we have paid the cur- 
rent expenses of the library, and have expended for 
books, binding, periodicals, etc., four thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-two dollars and eighty-six cents, 
against six thousand and sixty -five dollars and thirty 
cents in 1884. We have also paid fourteen hundred and 
eighty-seven dollars and three cents of current interest 
and have taken up the bonded indebtedness of four thou 
sand dollars, which became due March 28th. Of this las 
amount, however, only fifteen hundred dollars was paid 
out of the income, and the balance, twenty-five hundred 
dollars, remains as a part of our floating indebtedness. 

The net reduction of the debt during the past year was 
fifteen hundred dollars ; the indebtedness January 1st, 
1886, amounts to nineteen thousand nine hundred 
dollars, against twenty-one thousand four hundred dollars 
on the first of January, 1885. 
The bills payable account is as follows : 

FrNDEl) DEBT. 



Due March 28th, 188G i|4,000 00 

** March 28th, 1887 4,000 00 

" March 28th, 1888 5.000 00 

^13,000 00 

KLOATIN(i DEBT. 

Due January, 1886 ^ 400 00 

" March, ♦ 2,500 00 

'* April, " 4,000 00 

6,900 00 

$19,900 00 



MEMBERSHIPS. 



During the year we have enrolled two hundred and 
eighty-two new members and have lost three hundred 
and seventy-three, leaving the account at present as 
follows : 
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Number reported January 1st, 1885 2,789 

Added during the year 280 

3,069 

Ijost during the year 361 

Leaving paid in full to January 1, 1886 2,708 

Add delinquents 263 

Total 2,971 



CLASSIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 

Honorary Members 20 

Life Members 676 

Proprietors ;. 426 

Clerics 967 

Beneficiaries 882 

2,971 



Your board of direction regret to say that they 
have been utterly unable to reduce the list of delin- 
quents. They have spared no effort to secure the prompt 
payment of dues from the very large number of members 
who are delinquent, but without success. 

The board of direction elected Miss Mary N. Murfree, 
the distinguished authoress, an honorary life member of 
the association, as a slight expression of its appreciation 
of her great literary abilities and high personal character. 
The fame achieved by Miss Murfree, under the name of 
Charles Egbert Craddock, is now a part of the literary 
glory of our country, and her works have taken a 
place among the high and permanent treasures of liter- 
ature. While St. Louis claims Miss Murfree as a resident, 
it seemed to us only proper that this association, the 
oldest and wealthiest of the societies organized in St. 
Louis for the purposes of culture, should extend to her 
the highest compliment in its power, and, in doing this, 
your board of direction is confident that it has fulfilled 
the unanimous wish of the members of this asso- 
ciation. 
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During the past year we have lost the following life 
members : 

Bowman, John B. Lewis, P. S. 

Collier, Mrs. Sarah B. Mead, Edward. 

Crow, Wayman. Northrup, A. K. 

Knott, Z. T., Jr. Stewart, Wm. S. 

Wetzel, Z. F. 

BOOKS. 

The additions to the library during the past year 
number nineteen hundred and fifty volumes, as com- 
pared with twenty -five hundred and four volumes added 
the previous year. We have withdrawn from circula- 
tion sixty-two volumes, making the net increase for the 
year eighteen hundred and eighty-eight volumes. The 
number now in the library is sixty-four thousand one 
hundred and fifty- two volumes, as follows: 

Reported January 1, 1885 62,264 volumes. 

Added during the year 1,950 ** 

Total 64,214 

Deduct — 

Volumes lost and worthless 34 

Volumes lost and paid for 28 62 volumes. 

Leaving, January 1, 1886 ()4,152 volumes. 

The additions are classified as follows : 

Voyages and Travels 71 

History 151 

Biography 140 

Theology 48 

Politics and Government 194 

Commerce 22 

Jurisprudence 13 

Mental and Moral Philosophy 25 

Natural Sciences 89 

Science of Medicine 65 

Military Science 8 

Useful Arts 124 

Education ,.. 273 

Poetry 41 

Arts 62 

Prose Fiction 624 

1,950 
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The expenditures for books, binding, periodicals, 
newspapers, etc., have been as follows : 

For Books ^2,224 51 

'* British Patents 127 44 

Periodicals 822 55 

Newspapers 102 88 

Magazines 769 07 

Binding 82G 41 

$4,872 86 

The growth of the library from year to year is most 
accurately measured by the amount appropriated for 
books. Without the constant addition of new .books 
to meet the reasonable demands of the readers, it would 
be hopeless to attempt to keep up the membership. We 
are obliged to call your attention, not only to the small 
and insufficient amount available for the purchase of 
books, after paying the expenses of the maintenance of 
the library, but also to the fact, that even this small 
amount will not be available during the coming year, 
unless some provision is made to raise it from some 
source which does not now exist. Last year we received 
the sum of $1,724.90 from the rent of the grand hall; 
that source of income no longer exists, and the library 
must look to the members to maintain the book fund. 
This can be done by increasing the membership, and 
securing prompt payment of dues. Above all, we desire 
to impress upon the members of the association the im- 
portance of aiding and supporting, by their influence 
and their personal contributions, the movement to 
secure a new library building, which would be a perma- 
nent solution of all questions of income. 

CIRCULATION. 

The library and reading room have been open three 
hundred and nine days during the year. During that 
time we have issued one hundred and seventy-two 
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thousand two hundred and forty-seven volumes, an 
increase of three thousand four hundred and seventy- 
three volumes over the preceding year, and a daily issue 
of five hundred and fifty-seven volumes, as follows : 

18S4. 1885. 

History, Biography and Travels 30,228 33,188 

Philosophy and Literature 36,902 36,333 

Poetry, Art, Architecture and the Drama . 30,900 30,144 

Prose, Fiction and Juvenile Literature 70,744 72,582 

168,774 172,247 



PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 

1884. 1885. 

History, Biography and Travel 17.91 19.27 

PhUosophy and Literature 21.84 21.10 

Poetry, Art, Architecture and the Drama .. 18.30 17.60 

Prose, Fiction and Juvenile Literature 41.95 42.13 

STREET RECONSTRUCTION. 

During the past year we have paid thirteen hundred 
and forty-three dollars and eighty-three cents for re- 
constructing Broadway, in front of this property, with 
paving blocks of granite, and a similar expenditure will 
become necessary, in a few days, for Locust street, 
making a total of twenty-three hundred and ninety-nine 
dollars and forty-one cents, which necessarily comes 
from our book fundi This may be termed an "ex- 
traordinary expenditure," not likely to occur again 
within twenty years. 

INSURANCE. 

The property of the association is insured in good and 
responsible companies for one hundred and seventy 
thousand dollars. 

NEW BUILDING. 

The subscription for perpetual or improvement mem- 
berships is progressing satisfactorily, nearly one hundred 
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thousand dollars having been secured, in amounts of 
five hundred dollars (five memberships) and upwards. 
It is confidently expected that before the first of Feb- 
ruary we will have secured from one hundred and 
twenty-five to one hundred and fifty* thousand dollars in 
this way, after which, a thorough canvass of the city will 
be made for single "improvement memberships," and 
the result should insure us the necessary two hundred 
thousand dollars, to enable work to commence on the 
new structure this spring. 

The total cost of the proposed building is estimated at 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, ($350,000). This 
estimate provides for a modern fire-proof eight-story 
office building, covering the entire lot, one story of 
elegant stores, the second story to be used for a reading 
room, five stories of offices, and the eighth story to be 
used as a book room. Such a building, finished and 
furnished with every modern comfort and convenience, 
will, we estimate, insure an annual income of not less 
than fifty thousand dollars, ($50,000). 

To secure this, it is necessary that all who feel an 
interest, not only in the growth of the mercantile 
library, but in the progress of our city, shall aid and 
assist in raising the amount needed, not by empty 
wishes for success, but by helping us with their money 
and with their influence. In that way, and in that way 
only, can we succeed. 

Respectfully submitted in behalf of the board of 
direction, 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, President, 



APPENDIX. 



GIFTS DURING THE YEAR 1885. 



GIVERS. 



Age of Steel 

American Institute of Mining Engineers. 

Astor Library 

Bayard, Hon. Thos. S 

Benet, Brig. Genl. S. V 

Benton, F. W 

Bodlean Library 

Boston Public Library 

Broadhead, Hon. Jas. O 

Brookings, Robt. S 

Browning Society of London 

Buel, J. W 

Buffalo Young Men's Association 

Burchard, Hon. II. C 

Bush, Isidor 

Carr, Alfred 

Oastleman, Hon. Geo. A 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Mercantile Library 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Columbia College Library 

Congress, Library of 

Cornell ITniversity 

Donnell, E. J 

Drake, Mrs. Geo. S 

Edmonston, Saml. B 

Friends' School, Providence 

Glasgow Scotland Public Library 

Globe Printing Company 

Good, James M 

Great Britain, Coniuiissioners of Patents . 

JlamiJton, M. R 

Harvard CoJlege Library 

Harvard College Observatory 

Herman, Dr. George 

How, J. F 

Indianapolis Public library 



Carried forward 
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caVERS. 



Brought forward 

Katchlitzy, O 

Kelly, James. 

Kimball, Hon. Jas. P 

Klnff, Moses 

Leeds Free Public Library 

Leeds, Josiah W 

Levison, S 

Linderfelt, K. A 

Loker, Mrs. Geo. H 

McNally, D. R., Jr 

Mahan, W. D 

Maimonides Library, New York 

MUwaukee Public Libraiy 

Missouri Republican 

Missouri State University 

Morgan, Geo. H 

Murray, Genl. Robt 

Newton Free Library 

New York Apprentices' Library 

New York Board of Commissioners of the Public Parks. 

New York Mercantile Library 

New York State Library 

New York State Pharmaceutical Association 

New York and Brooklyn Bridge Company 

Peyton, John L * 

Philadelphia Library Company 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library 

Providence Public Library ".. 

Pulitzer, Hon. Joseph 

Quincy Public Library 

Ramsey, Chas. G 

Rogers, Thos, M 

Ross, Heinrich 

Royal Society of Canada 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis Exposition & Music Hall Association 

St. Louis Merchants' Exchange 

St. Louis Public Library 

San Francisco Mercantile Library 

Scribner & Welford 

Sherwood, Miss 

Sims, William 

Smithsonian Institute 

Snow, M. S 

Stanley, Henry 

Thomson, Peter G 

Thomson, Wm. H 

Toronto Public Library 

Townsend, Thos. D 

Unitarian Review Company 

United States Engineering Department 

United States Interior Department 
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GIVERS. 



VOLS. 



PPHS. 



Brought forward 334 



United States, Patent Office Department 

United States, State Department 

United States, Treasury Department 

United States, War Department 

Univei-se Publishing Company 

Vest, Hon. George 5 

Waterworth, Jas. A 

Watson, Geo. A 

White, Richd. E 

Worcester Free Library 

Yale College 

Yeatman, James A 

Yeatman, James E 



3 

6 
3 

10 
2 
1 
1 



1 
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52 
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20 
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1885. 



l'KE88 OF 

LEVI80N & HLYTHE STATIONERY CO. 

ST. LOUIS. 



OKFICERS 



OF THB 



ST. LOUIS lERgANTILE LIBRARY AfflglATION 



FDR THE YEAR 1BB5. 



PRESIDENT: 
ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. 

VlOE-PRE8kOENT: 
WILLIAM L. SCOTT. 



RECORDING. 

BENJAMIN S. ADAMS. 



SECRETARIES 



CORRESPONDING. 
JOHN W. MUNSON 



TREASURER: 
JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 



DIRECTORS: 



JULIirS S. WALSH, 
SAMUEL M. KENNARI), 
DAVID F. FRANCIS, 



HENRY STANLEY, 
EDWARDS WHITAKER, 
JAMES A. WATER WORTH, 



BENJAMIN EISEMAN. 



ACTUARY AND LIBRARIAN : 
JOHN N. DYER. 



ASSISTANTXIBRARIANS : 



FIRST. 
W. H. H. ANDERSON. 



SECOND. 

JAMES A. YEATMAN. 



JAMES A. SUBLETTE. 



DESK CLERKS 



I 



CARL HEILKiER. 



JANITOR: 
CHARLES W. WALKER. 



COMMITTEES FOR 1885. 



-•-♦- 



WAYS AND MEANS: 
WILLIAM L.SCOTT. EDWARDS WHITAKER 

JULIUS S. WALSH. 



LIBRARY AND READING ROOM: 
HENRY STANLEY. SAMUEL M. KENNARD. 

BENJAMIN EISEMAN. 



BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 
JOHN W. MUNSON. DAVID R. FRANCIS. 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD. BENJAMIN S. ADAMS. 

J AS. A. WATERWORTH. 



LECTURES : 
JOHN R. LIONBERGER. JULIUS S.WALSH. 

JAS. A. WATERWORTH. 



HALL AND BUILDING: 
ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. WILLIAM L. SCOTT. 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION, 



FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



• • » 



1846-7 James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9 - - - Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1 -- Hudson E. Bridge. 

1852 Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5 John T. Douglass. 

1856 W. M. Morrison. 

1857 - - John W. Luke. 

1858 - - M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60 J. B. S. Lemoine. 

1861 Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 - John H. Beach. 

1864-5 Charles Miller. 

1866-7 George R. Robinson. 

1868-9 -------- Lafayette Wilson. 

1870-1 Richard M. Scruggs. 

X872-3 Charles Speck. 

1874-5 ' " " Samuel M. DoDif. 

1876-7 Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 ---.---- R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880-1 - - Thomas E. Tutt. 

1882-3 Robert E. Carr. 

1884 Robert S. Brookings. 



TRUSTEES. 



•^o /-?S-V o>~ 



JAMES E. YEATMAN, JOHN H. BEACH, 

RICHARD M. SCRUGGS, J. B. S. LEMOINE, 

JOHN W. LUKE. 



THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 



January 13, 1886. 



Rooms Mercantile Libraky Association, )^ 
St. Louis, January 13, 1885. i 

The thirty-ninth annual meeting of the St. Louis 
Mercantile Library Association was held in the reading- 
room, Tuesday evening, January 13, 1885. The meeting 
was called to order by the president, and on his motion 
Mr. Richard M. Scruggs was elected chairman. 

Edward S. Lewis and Humphrey FuUerton were ap- 
pointed secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and 
approved. 

The committee of ways and means submitted the 
following report, which, on motion, was adopted : 

St. Louis, January 13, 1885. 

The committee of ways and means beg leave to report that they have 

examined the books and accounts of the association, and find the same 

correct and properly supported by vouchers for all disbursements made 

to date. 

W. L. SCOTT, Chairman, 

The^ report of the treasurer, John R. Lionberger, show- 
ing receipts and disbursements during the past year, 
was read and, on motion, adopted. 
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The president read the annual report of the board of 
direction, giving a full and detailed account of the 
year's transactions, which, on motion, was received 
and adopted. 

Mr. Samuel M. Dodd offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, which were seconded by Judge Charles 
Speck, and unanimously adopted : 

Whereas — The board of direction adopted an amendment to tlie 
constitution at a special meeting, held March 18, 1884, ratified and ap- 
proved the same at its regular meeting, April 8, 1884, two-thirds of the 
whole board being present and voting in the affirmative — 

Resolved — That the recommendation of the president just sub- 
mitted, to create an Improvement Membership, the price of which 
shall be one hundred dollars, negotiable and transferable to such i)arty 
as may have been approved by the board of direction, which membership 
shall perpetually entitle the owner to all the privileges of regular or 
beneficiary memberships as at present regulated by Articles III and V of 
the constitution. 

Resolved — That in future this amendment shall be known and 
designated as Arti(;le VII of the constitution, and that the present Articles 
VII, VIII and IX be known and designated respectively as Articles VIII, 
IX and X. 

Mr. George A. Hynes offered the following, which was 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved — That the thanks of the association are hereby tendered 
the president and his fellow directors for the faithful discharge of their 
duties, as exhibited in the report just presented; and that the zeal of the 
president in his untiring efforts to secure subscriptions to the building 
fpnd be specially commended, and that he be urged to continue his good 
work until the required amount is subscribed. 

Mr. R. R. Hutchinson offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved — That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished the 
daily papers of the city for publication, and that one thousand copies of 
the reports be printed in pan^phlet form for distribution. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

R. M. SCRUGGS, Chairman, 

EDWARD S. LEWIS, ) cy..../^w.o 

' - Secretaries, 

HUMPHREY FULLERTON, » 



^ 
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Treasurer's Annual Report. 



1884. 



Mercantile Library, 'k 
St. Louis, January 13, 1885. / 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report of my receipts and disbursements for the 
year ending December 31, 1884. 

Exhibit " A" — Cash account. 
Exhibit " B "—Balance sheet. 
Exhibit " C " — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Mercantile Library, St. Louis, January 13, 1885. 
To the Members of the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association. 

Gentlemen : — We are here this evening in compliance 
with the requirements of the constitution, to render an 
accouut of our stewardship during the past year, and to 
present a statement of the present condition of the 
association. 

Notwithstanding the great depression in commercial 
circles, it is gratifying to note that we have made sub- 
stantial progress. 

FINANICAL. 

Our receipts from all sources have been twenty -five 
thousand nine hundred and eleven dollars and thirty-five 
cents, compared with twenty-four thousand and thirty 
dollars and eighty-nine cents last year, being a gain of 
eighteen hundred and eighty dollars and eighty-nine 
cents, as follows : — 

1883. 1884. 

From Memberships ^,158 oo ^8,68250 

HaU Stores 12,02511 i3j075 58 

Grand Hall 1,51000 2,93500 

Ante-Rooms 4500 8200 

Organ 6000 2000 

Miscellaneous sources 1*23235 1,11627 

$24,030 46 $25,911 35 



14 MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

After paying the current expenses of the library, we 
have expended six thousand and sixty-five dollars and 
thirty cents for books, binding, newspapers, periodicals, 
etc., against five thousand six hundred and seventy -nine 
dollars and sixty-two cents the year previous ; have also 
paid four thousand dollars of the funded debt, eleven hun- 
dred and forty dollars interest on same, and three hundred 
and twenty-seven dollars and seventy cents interest on 
the floating debt, leaving a deficit of only three hundred 
and seventy-four dollars and ninety-four cents, compared 
with twenty-five hundred and fourteen dollars and thirty- 
one cents last year. 

Our bills payable account is, at present, twenty-one 
thousand four hundred dollars ; due as follows : 

FUNDED DEBT — 

Maroh 28, 1885 .$4,000 00 

28,1886 4,00000 

28, 1887 4,000 00 

28,1888 5,00000 .f 17,000 00 

FLOATING DEBT — 

March 3, 1885 $1,500 00 

April 7, '' 2,50000 

'' 15. '' 40000 4,40000 

$21,400 00 
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MEMBERSHIPS. 

We have enrolled three hundred and eighteen new 
members during. the year, and have lost two hundred 
and eight, leaving the account at present as follows : 

Number reported January i, 1884 2,899 

Added during the year 318 

* 3»2i7 

Lost during the year 208 

Leaving 3,009 

Of which there are delinquent 220 

Members paid in fuU, January i, 1885 2,789 

Classitied as follows : 

Honorary Members 19 

Life Members 677 

Proprietors 434 

Clerks 925 

Beneficiaries 734 

2,789 



It is with sincere regret that we have to note the large 
number of delinquents. The prompt payment of all 
dues would enable us to meet current expenses with 
equal promptness. 

An active effort should be made by every subscriber 
to increase our membership, as this is the only method 
of increasing our revenue, the hall g^nd building now pro- 
ducing their maximum value. 

Death has taken from us the following life members : 

John A. Allen, S. Levison, 

Myron Coloney, Miss E. J. Pettus, 

Dr. Geo. Engelmann, Thomas Ryan, 

Miss Mary B. January, Ralph Sellew, 

John R. Shepley. 
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BOOKS. 

We have added twenty-five hundred and four volumes 
to the library, compared with eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three last year, and have withdrawn one hun- 
dred and fourteen, leaving a net increase of twenty-three 
hundred and ninety. The number now in the library is 
sixty -two thousand two hundred and sixty-four volumes, 
as follows : 

ff 

Reported January i, 1884 59>874 volumes. 

Added during the year -21504 '* 

Total 62,378 

Deduct — 
Volumes lost and worthless, charged 

to profit and loss account 94 

Volumes lost and paid for 20 114 volumes. 

Leaving, January i, 1885 62,264 volumes. 



The additions are classified as follows : 

Voyages and Travels 88 

History 212 

Biography 96 

Theology 44 

Politics and Government 196 

Commerce 28 

Jurisprudence 17 

Mental and Moral Philosophy 43 

Natural Sciences 102 

Science of Medicine. .• 92 

Military Science 33 

Useful Arts 213 

Education 416 

Poetry 76 

Art 73 

Prose Fiction 775 

2504 
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The expenditures for books, binding, periodicals, news- 
papers, etc., have been as follows : 

For Books $3,089 49 

Periodicals iji87 59 

Newspapers 743 22 

Magazines .' 85 59 

Binding and repairing books 959 41 

i,o65 30 



4; 
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CIRCULATION. 

The library and reading-room have been open three 
hundred and ten days during the year. We have issued 
one hundred and sixty-eight thousand seven hundred 
and seventy four volumes, being an incfease of four 
thousand seven hundred and three on the previous year, 
and an average daily issue of five hundred and forty- 
four volumes, as follows, viz : 

1883. 1884. 

History, Biograpliy and Travels 24,660 30,228 

Philosopliy and Literature 33^9^5 36,902 

Poetr}^, Art, Arcliitecture and tlie Drama 37,696 30,900 

Prose Fiction and Juvenile Literature. ... 67,750 70. 744 

164,071 168,774 

PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 

1883. 1884. 

History, Biogi-aphy and Travels 15-03 17-91 

Philosophy and Literature 20.70 21.84 

Poetry, Art, Architecture and the Drama 22.98 18.30 

Prose Fiction and Juvenile Literature 41-29 4i-95 

The committee on books has selected with judicious 
care the additions to the library during the year, and 
has completed many valuable sets of our scientific 
series — such as the Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society of London, from 1665 to 1883; Proceed- 
ings of the Royal Institute of Great Britain, from 1851 
to 1884 ; Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers 



« 
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of Great Britain, from 1837 to 1884 ; Transactions of the 
American Institute of Mining Engineers, from 1871 to 
1883 ; Proceedings of the United States Naval Institute, 
from 1874 to 1 883 ; Transactions of the National Associa- 
tion for the Promotion of Social Science, from 1857 
to 1883, and the Proceedings of the American Health 
Association, from 1873 to 1883 (complete set presented 
by the Association). 

The committee has also endeavored to supply the 
popular new books as they came from the press, and 
in numbers proportionate to the demand for English, 
French and German literature. 

INSURANCE. 

Our property is insured for one hundred and sixty- 
seven thousand five hundred dollars in good, responsible 
companies. 

NEW BUILDING. 

The subject of a new building has been discussed at 
every annual meeting of our association for more than 
fifteen years, and appeals very strongly to your present 
board. 

The objections to our present quarters are too numer- 
ous to mention. We have insuflSicient case room for the 
books; the reading-room is dark and badly ventilated; 
the building, not being fire-proof, with its valuable con- 
tents is in constant danger of destruction by fire, and the 
revenue it yields is entirely inadequate to the valuable 
ground it occupies. 

Owing to the decreased demand for the hall a large 
portion of the building has thus become comparatively 
unproductive. Although it could be so remodeled as to 
increase our revenue, we have deemed it unwise to make 
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the necessary expenditure in that direction without first 
making a determined effort to erect a new fire-proof 
building on our present site. The revenue derived from 
such a building as we have in view would place the 
association upon a solid financial foundation, insure its 
rapid growth and permanent prosperity. 

Realizing the difficulty of securing the large amount of 
money requisite for the erection of such a building, upon 
a purely endowment or gift plan, we counseled with our 
board of trustees for the j)urpose of arriving at the best 
and most feasible means of accomplishing the desired 
object. The conference resulted in a plan submitted by 
Mr. James E. Yeatman, which met with the unanimous 
approval of your boards of direction and trustees. 

At a special meeting of the board, held on the 18th of 
March, 1884, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the board of duectiou submit to the association, 
at its next annual meeting, an amendment to the constitution, creating 
an *' Improvement Membership," the price of which shaU be one hundred 
dollars, negotiable and transferable to such party as may have been 
approved by the board of direction, which membership shall perpetually 
entitle the owner to all the privileges of regular or beneficiary member- 
ship, as regulated by articles three and five of the constitution of the St. 
Louis Mercantile LibraiT Association. 

You will observe our scheme is to issue a perpetual 
membership, transferable upon the books of the asso- 
ciation, subject to all the privileges of membership, as 
regulated by the constitution, for One Hundred Dollars. 

The certificate so issued to be known and designated 

as an " Improvement Certificate of Membership.'- The 

advantages of this plan are apparent. We do not ask 
for a donation, but give for every hundred dollars a 

" Perpetual Membership," which, on the basis of a bene- 
ficiary or proprietor's yearly membership, has an earn- 
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irig capacity of five per cent, jper annum. We do not, 
however, expect these certificates to become articles 
of commerce. The strongest appeal to the subscriber is 
that he can greatly assist the library, and. by a judi- 
cious use of his memberships, continue his good work 
indefinitely. 

It may be urged that the placing of such a number of 
perpetual memberships will eventually react upon us, 
and greatly reduce bur present revenue from that source.- 
After a careful investigation we are convinced that such 
will not be the result. 

We are confident the new building will endow the as- 
sociation with more than enough increased life to cover 
the memberships that may find their way into the hands 
of present or prospective paying members. 

In addition to this, however, if we can raise the neces- 
sary funds (about two hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars) to insure the erection of a new building, we will be 
practically independent of a membership revenue. 

Acting upon this plan, with the invaluable assistance 
of your trustees, Messrs. Yeatman and Scruggs, we 
commenced a vigorous canvass among our most benevo- 
lent citizens, and were making very satisfactory progress, 
having secured two ten-thousand and several five-thou- 
sand dollar subscriptions, when the panic of last April 
compelled a suspension of our eflfbrts until a more au- 
spicious time. We feel, however, that we have secured 
a nucleus for our fund, and hope, during the coming year, 
to push it to a satisfactory conclusion. 

All of which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the 

board of direction. 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, 

President. 



APPENDIX. 



GIFTS DURING THE YEAR 1884. 



GIVERS. 



Adams, Charles F., Jr 

Alden, E. & Bros 

Aldrich, H. L - 

American Institute of Mining Engineers 

American library Association 

American Public Health Association 

Astor Library 

Barber, A. L 

Ben^t, Brig.-Gen., S. V 

Bent, Silas 

Biddle, Jas. S 

Billings, J. S 

Bossange, Ldopold 

Boston Public Library 

Breckenridge, Saml. M 

Broadhead, Hon. Jas. O 

Buel, J. W 

Buffalo Young Men's Association 

Bush, Isidor 

Butterworth, T 

Oarr, Alfred 

Oarr, Lucien 

Ohauvenet, Wm. W 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Mercantile Library 

Cincinnati Public Library 

(Clarke, Kobert & Co 

Clemens, W. J 

Clements, Lieut.-Col. A 

Cobden Club 

Columbia College Library 

Congress, Library of 

Coppinger, William 

Cornell University 

Crunden, F. M 

('urtis, Edward P 

Donnell, E. J 

Drum, Brig.-Genl., K. C 




Carried fonoard 
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GIVERS. 



Brought forward 

Eads, James B » 

Evans, Walter 

Ewing, Hon. Wm. L 

Flad, Henry 

Fry, Ben. St. J 

Furnivall,F. J 

Glasgow Reading Club 

Globe Printing Company ,. 

Gottschalk, Fred 

Great Britain, Commissioners of Patents. 

Green, Samuel S 

Griswold, P. A 

Guthrie, Malcolm 

Hackstatf, Geo. C 

Harris, William J 

Harrison, George L 

Hart, Francis & Co , 

Harvard College Library 

Harvard College Observatory 

Hewins, C. M 

Holabird, Gen. Sam. B 

Homes, Henry A •. 

Hosmer, J. K 

Humphreys, 1). C 

Huntington, Wm. R 

Industrial World Company 

Jones, G. I 

Journal of Commerce Company 

Knapp, George & Co 

Leach, Lieut. S. S 

Leeds Free Public Library 

Leslie, A. M. & Co 

Lewes, Judge E. A 

Long, Edward H 

Madison, Mrs. E. E 

Maisch, John M 

Meriwether, Mrs. E. A 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Missouri Railroad Commissioners 

Missouri, State of 

Missouri State University 

Morehead, F. C 

Morgan, George H 

Morley, Frederick 

New York Apprentices' Library 

New York Mercantile Library 

New York State Library 

Palmer, C. M 

Philadelphia Library Company 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library 

Phin, John 

Pratt, George C 



VOLS. 

78 
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GIVERS. 



Brought forward 

Providence Public Library 

Pulitzer, Joseph 

Quincy Public Library 

Ramsey, Chas. G 

Reavis, L. U 

Reavis, Mrs, L. U 

Redpath, James 

Robertson, Bp. C. F 

Royal Society of Canada 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis, City of 

St. Louis City Council 

St. Louis Fair Association 

St. Louis Gas Light Company 

St. Louis House of Delegates 

St. Louis Merchants' Exchange 

St. Louis Public School Library 

San Francisco Mercantile Library 

Slocum, Chas. E 

Smith, Mrs. Yeatman...* 

Smithsonian Institute 

Steedman, Dr. I. G. W 

Sturgeon, Isaac H 

Taussig, George W 

Terre Haute Railroad Company 

Townsend, Thos. D 

United States Engineers' Department 

*' Interior Department 

" Navy Department 

'^ Patent Office Department 

'* Signal Office, War Department. 

'* State Department 

'' Treasury Department 

" War Department 

Unitarian Review Company 

Vall6, Mrs. Agla^ 

Vest, Hon. G. G 

Vo^el, Chas. F 

Whitehead, J 

Williams, John F 

Woodward, &Tiernan 

Worcester Free Library 

Yale College 

Yeatman, James E 



VOLS. 


PPHS. 


246 


35 


I 




4 


2 




2 


2 


• ... 


3 









I 


.... 


I 


• ■ • . 


I 


I 




2 



.... 


I 


... 


■> 


• < ■ . 


I 


I 


.... 


I 


I 


2 


• 


2 




3 


I 


I 


— 


I 


— 


I 


I 


4 


24 


103 


7 


— 


I 


5 


— 


— 


22 


5 


2 


4 


18 


7 


II 


— 


12 


I 


.... 


S 


.... 


5 


— 


I 


.... 


7 


— 


I 


.... 


.... 


2 


— 


4 


2 


.... 


431 


153 



i 



^t. liouis ]V[EitcantilE liifiiraiiy, 

S W, COR. Fifth and locust streets- 



TERMS OF MEMBEfiSHD?. 

Any peraoo engaged lo meroanUK- pursiUte. (W k pbophiktor, 
may btwoms an astlve iwmtier by payiiig aa Inltlatloa faft ot vive 
noLLABS and au annual aabsoripUon, payable In ftdvauoe, »f pivio 

l>OLLABe. 

Any pBtaim slnillariy engaged, as a olebk, may becomo an 
acHve memdwr by paying ao Lnltlalion toe Of two dollabs and an 
annual substtlpUon of tukbk dollabs. 

All other persona may becomn BKNBPlotABiea by paying 
,ABS, aiuiually, Iti advance. 

IjPic RlEMBEBBHi p, Fifty Dollars, 

Pbbpetcai. Mkmbbbsmip, One Hunuubu Doli^r* 



THE LIBRAEY 

Now ooowlus npwards uf bixtv-two rHorsA-ND voi.DMkb, to 
wbliJi all new worka of general iDtoiBsl are added prwuiptly, »nd In 
aumbcTB proportionate to th« demand. 



THE EEADING-BOOM 

regularly supplied with Ilia principal newspapora and magazines, 
domestic and foreign. The Library and ReadUig-room aro open 
bom ft A. «. to in r. M. from Ofay to JVb)jfr«ifcer. and (rom 10 a. m, to 
10 p. M. from Sfovemher to May. 



THE GHES8-E00M 

Ii open during library- bonra, fr<» to all mtmiiera of ibe aaBoclallon. 



AUBldl912 



Mercawtife # lit&rarg 
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PRESS OF 

LEVISON & BLYTHE STATIONERY CO. 

ST. LOUIS, 



OFFICERS 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 



For the Year 1884. 



PRESIDENT: 
ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 
WILLIAM L. SCOTT. 

SECRETARIES: 

REOOROINQ, OORRESPONOINQ, 

THOMAS S. McPHEETERS. JOHN W. MUNSON. 

TREASURER: 
JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 

DIRECTORS: 
R. B. WHITTEMORE, HENRY STANLEY, 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD, S. LEVISON, 

JULIUS S. WALSH, EDWARDS WHITAKER, 

DAVID R. FRANCIS. 

ACTUARY AND LIBRARIAN: 
JOHN N. DYER. 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS: 

FIRST. SECOND. 

W. H. H. ANDERSON. JAMES A. YEATMAN. 

DESK CLERKS: 
JAMES A. SUBLETTE. CARL HEILIGER. 

JANITOR: 

CHARLES W. WALKER. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION, 

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 

»o}Oto« 

1846-7 - - • James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9 Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1 Hudson E. Bridge. 

1852 - - - - - - - - Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 - - - - - - - - J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5 JuHN T. Douglass. 

1856 W. M. Morrison. 

1857 - - John W. Luke. 

1858 M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60- - - - - - - - J. 6. S.^Lemoine. 

1861 - Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 - ' John H. Beach. 

1864-5 - -^ Charles Miller. 

1866-7 George R. Robinson. 

1868-9 -^ Lafayette Wilson. 

1870-1 - Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3 Charles Speck. 

1874-5 Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7 Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880-1 Thomas E. Tutt. 

1882-3 - - Robert E. Carr. 



COMMITTEES FOR 1884. 
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WAYS AND MEANS: 

WILLIAM L. SCOTT. EDWARDS WillTAKER. 

JULIUS S. WALSH. 



LIBRARY AND READING ROOM: 

HENRY STANLEY. ' SAMUEL M. KENNARD. 

S. LEVISON. 



BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 

JOHN W. MUNSON. DAVID R. FRANCIS. 

R. B. WHITTEMORE. SAMUEL M. KENNARD. 

THOMAS S. McPHEETERS. 



LECTURES: 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. JULIUS S. WALSH. 

R. B. WHITTEMORE. 



HALL AND BUILDING: 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGSi WILLIAM L. SCOTT. 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION, 

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 

1 

oo^Otoo 

1846-7 - - • James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9 Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1 Hudson E. Bridge. 

1852 - Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5 JuiiN T. Douglass. 

1856 W. M. Morrison. 

1857 - - John W. Luke. 

1858 M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60 J. ft. S.*'Lemoine. 

1861 - Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 - ' John H. Beach. 

1864-5 - -^ Charles Miller. 

1866-7 CjEor(jk R. Robinson. 

1868-9 Lafayette Wilson. 

1870-1 - Richard M. ScRU(i<is. 

1872-3 Charles Speck. 

1874-5 Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7 Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880-1 Thomas E. Tutt. 

1882-3 - - RoHERT E. Carr. 



TRUSTEES. 

JAMES E. YEATMAN, J. B. S. LEMOiNE, 

JOHN H. BEACH, JOHN W. LUKE, 

RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 



THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 



January 8, 1884. 



Rooms Mercantile Library Association,) 
St. Louis, January 8, 1884. ) 

The thirty-eighth annual meeting of the St. Louis 
Mercantile Library Association was held in tlie reading 
room, Tuesday evening, January 8, 1884. The meeting 
was called to order by Mr. Robt. E. Carr, and, on motion, 
Mr. John T. Davis was called to the chair. 

Ellis S. Pepper and Edgar McClelland were appointed 
secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read 
and approved. 

The committee of ways and means submitted the fol- 
lowing report, which, on motion, was adopted: 

St. Louis, January 8, 1884. 

The committee of ways and means beg leave to report that they 
have examined the books and accounts of the association, and find 
the same correct and properly supported by vouchers for all disburse- 
ments made to date. 

Qsv,^.^. /ROBT. S. BROOK fXGS. 
,^ignea. jj, j^ MEYSENBURG. 
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The report of the treasurer, John R. Lionberger, was 
read, and on motion, accepted and adopted. 

Mr* Rol)t. E. Carr read the annual report of the board 
of direction, which, on motion, was accepted and adopted. 

Mr. Greo. R. Hynes offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolvei) — That the thanks of the association arc hereby tendered 
the president and his fellow-directors, for the faithful discharge of 
their duties, as exhibited by the report just presented. 

Mr. Rob't Metcalf offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved — ITiat the proceedings of this meeting be furnished the 
daily papers for publication, and that one thousand copies of the 
reports be printed in pamphlet form for distribution. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

JOHN T. DAVIS, Chairman 
ELLIS S. PEPPER, ) 



EDGAR McClelland, f ' 



Sacretai'ies. 



Treasurer's Annual Report. 



1883. 



Mercantile Library, 
St. Loi'is, January 8, 1884 



. I 



Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report of my receipts and disbursements for the 
year ending December 31, 1883 : 

Exhibit "A" — Gash account. 
Exhibit " B " — Balance sheet. 
Exhibit " C " — Profit and h)ss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Mercantilk Libkakv, St. Louis, Jan. 8,1884. 
To the Members of the St, Louis Mtrcantile Library Association: 

Gentlemen: — The board of direction lierewith sub- 
mit to you the thirty -eighth annual report of the con- 
dition of the association. 

MEMBERSHIPS. 

We have enrolled during the past year tliree hundred 
and fifty-seven new members, and have lost from various 
causes two hundred and fifteen —leaving the account 
January 1, 1884, as follows : — 

Number reported Jtinuary 1, 1883 . . . 3,024 
Added (luring the year 357 

3,381 
Lost during the year 215 

Leaving 3,16(5 

Of which there are delinquent .... 207 

Leaving paid up Janufiry 1, 1884 . . . 2,890 

Classified as follows : 

Honorary members 20 

Life members 078 

Proprietors ........ 460 

Clerks 1,070 

Beneficiaries 038 

3,160 
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We regret to report the death of the following life 
members : 

Chambers, Mrs. Mary C. Chouteau, N. S. 

Christy, Wm. F. Hall, Geo. 1). 

Crittenden, Howard. Homer, Thos. J. 

Dixon, W. A. January, J. L. 

Ferguson, W. F. O'Fallon, Henry A. 



BOOKS. 

During the year we have added eighteen hundred 
and seventy-three volumes to the library, and have 
withdrawn, from loss and worthlessness, two hundred 
and forty volumes, leaving a net increase of sixteen hun- 
dred and thirty-three volumes, and the number now in 
the library, viz : 

Reported January 1, 1883 .... 58,241 
Added during the year 1 ,873 

00,114 
Deduct — 

Volumes lost and worthless, charged 

to Profit and Loss account . 229 

Volumes lost and paid for . . 11 240 

Leaving January 1 , 1-884 59,874 



The additions have been classiiied as follows : — 

Voyages and Travels 7fi 

History 199 

Biography 97 

Theology 82 

Politics and Government 129 

Commerce 16 

Jurisprudence 13 

Mental and Moral Philosophy .... 11 

Natural Sciences 05 

Carried forward G38 
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15 



Brought forward 


638 


Science of Medicine 


33 


Military Science 


16 


Useful Arts 


240 


Literature 


364 


Poetry and Drama 


35 


Art and Architecture 


67 


Prose Fiction 


480 




1,873 



The expenditures for books, binding, periodicals, 
newspapers, etc., have been as follows : — 



Purchase^f Books 
Purchase of Newspapers 
Purchase of Periodicals 
Binding and Repairing Books 



#2,583 25 

722 45 

1,416 27 

957 65 


$5,679 62 



CIRCULATION. 



We have issued 164,071 volumes during the year end- 
ing December 31, 1883, showing an increase of 6,319 
volumes on the previous year. The statement is as 
follows : — 



History, Biography and Travels 

Philosophy and Literature . 

Poetry, Art, Architecture and 
Drama 

Prose Fiction and Juvenile Lit- 
erature 



1SS2. 


1S83, 


29,802 


24,660 


28,5(U 


33,965 


31,396 


37,696 


67,990 


67,750 



157,752 



164,071 



PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 



History, Biography and Travels 
Philosophy and Literature 
Poetry, Art, Architecture and Drama 
Prose Fiction and Juvenile 



1882. 


1 883 


18.89 


15.03 


18.11 


20.70 


19.90 


22.9S 


43.10 • 


41 .29 
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With the limited means at its disposal, the commit- 
tee on books has endeavored to supply the works in 
greatest demand, and to keep the reading room well 
supplied with the very best collection of magazines, 
newspapers and reviews. 

The appendix to this report will give you a list of the 
donors during the past year, all of whom are entitled to 
your thanks for their kind remembrance. 

FINANCIAL. ' 

The treasurer's report, just submitted, shows the 
receipts for the year 1883 to have been $24,030.46, the 
smallest we have received for many years, as shown by 
the following comparative statement : 



Receipts 


5 in 1878 . 


. $27,386 51 




'' 187i) . '. 


27,531 92 




'» 1880 . . . • 


. • . 2(),1)G0 83 




'' 1881 . 


24,092 80 




" 1882' . 


. ' 25,800 00 




" 1883 . 


24,030 40 



An analysis shows a very steady income from all 
sources except the grand hall ; and to make plain the 
failing source we give a comparative statement of receipts 
from it for the past six years. 



Receipts 


in 1878 . 


. $5,302 00 




** 1879 . 


5,340 00 




'' 1880 - 


3,330 00 




** 1881 . 


3,783 00 




" 1882 . 


3,370 00 




" 1883 . 


1,510 00 



The accommodations furnished by the new halls 
lately built have largely done away with the demand 
for our hall, and with the completion of the exposition 
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and music hall a further diminution of income must be 
expected, and we therefore recommend that the proper 
steps be taken to convert it, or the present library room, 
into offices or such other business purposes as the in- 
coming board of direction may deem to be most advan- 
tageous to the association. 

Owing to this decrease the board has not been able 
to follow literally the requirements of the scheme for 
paying off the funded debt, and regrets that it must 
report a reappearance of floating debt. 

When the funding scheme of 1878 was adopted, esti- 
mates were made, based upon the income at that time, 
leaving a fair amount for expenditure for books and cur- 
rent literature. The decrease in revenue from the grand 
hall from $5,300 to $1,510 just about represents the 
amount the funding scheme left for the purchase of books 
and current literature. 

Your board had to choose one of two alternatives — 
stop all additions to our catalogue, or incur a floating 
debt. Believing that new books and current literature 
were absolutely necessary to the life-blood of the asso- 
ciation, as it were, we chose the latter. 

Since 1879 there has been paid on the principal of 
funded debt sixteen thousand dollars, and on account 
of interest the further sum of ten thousaiijd two hundred 
and ninety-eight dollars. 

There yet remains to be paid: — 



Due. 


Pnndpal. 


Interest. 


Total. 


1884 . 


. ."$4,000 00 


J$l,140 00 


.1^5,140 00 


1885- . 


4,000 00 


000 00 


4,000 GO 


188(J . 


4,000 00 


()(}0 00 


4,r>(>0 00 


1887 . 


4,000 00 


420 00 


4,420 00 


1888 . 


5,000 00 


150 00 


5,1 r)0 00 




.1^21,0(M) 00 


.^:{,270 00 


.^24,270 00 
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To meet these payments out of the current income 
without borrowing, will require a total cessation of the 
purchase of books. 

The reports made for several years by the different 
boards of direction, upon your present building and the 
necessity of a change, leave nothing new to be said, and 
all the reasons urged for a change remain in full force. 

This building is insured for $60,000 and the contents 
for $95,000, total $155,000 ; all placed, we believe, in good 
and safe companies. 

Having rendered to you a faithful statement of our 
present condition, we beg each member of our associa- 
tion to aid in increasing the number of our membei's and 
in adding to our income. 

The attractions and advantages oflfered to new mem- 
bers have laigely increased ; superior books of history, 
poetry, and art, in large numbers have been added, whilst 
more solid works have not been neglected. And while 
the progress made in collecting these treasures has not 
been so great as desired, yet we have the satisfaction of 
assuring yoii that progress has been made. 

The library needs a helping hand from each and every 
member of the association; with such assistance the 
membership can readily be doubled, and the income 
made not only to wipe out the entire indebtedness, but 
leave a handsome fund for the purchase of books in such 
numbers as to supply the increasing demand. 

Judge W. F. Ferguson bequeathed to the association 
portraits of his father, the late Judge Peter Ferguson, 
mother and self. They have been received from the 
executor and placed in the library. 

All of which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the 

board of direction. 

ROBERT E. CARR, 

J^esident. 



A P 1^ E N D I X. 



APPENDIX. 



Gifts During the Year 1883. 



GIVERS. 



American Institute of Mining Engineers 
American Pharmaceutical Association... 

Barclay, D. Robert 

Belford, Clarke & Co 

Bell, Mrs. Leverett 

Benet, Brigadier- General S. V 

Billings, Surgeon J. JS 

Blanchard, Knfus 

Boston Public Library 

Brink, W. R 

Brooklyn Bridge Company 

Brooklyn Library 

Buffalo Young Men's Association 

Burchard, H. C 

Bush, Isidor 

Cabanne, J. C. 

Carr, Lucien 

Carr, Mrs. W. C 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Mercantile Library 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Clarke, Robert & Co 

Cobden Club 

Columbia College Library 

Congress, Library of 

Crittenden, Gov. Thos. T 

Crosby, F. L 

Cunningham, A. B 

Curtis, E. P 

Curtman, Cbas. O. 

Dillon, John A 

Dixwell, George B 

Edmonston, S. B 

Evans, Hon. Walter 

Gardiner, C. C 

Globe Printing Company 

Gould, David B 

Carried forward 



VOLS. 



PPHS. 



1 
2 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 



2 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
16 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 



1 



1 
1 



1 

1 

12 



1 
1 

i 



59 



25 



22 
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CIVEKS. 



Brought fur (jcard 

Great Britain, Commissioners of Patents 

Hardaway, Dr. W. A 

Harvard College Libiary 

Hayward, George A 

Hewett, Hon. A. S 

Howe, S. F. & Co 

Journal of Commerce Company 

Kansas State Board of Agriculture 

Kent, Henry T 

Leach, S. S., U. S. A 

Leighton, George E 

Levison, S 

Lewis, Charles E 

Lockwood, George R 

Long Island Historical Society 

Ludington, James 

McDonald, James S 

McDonough & Co 

McGrath, Hon. Michael K. 

McLean, Hon. J. 11 

Marmaduke, John S 

Meeker, Mrs. Joseph R 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Missoui'i, State of 

Missouri State University 

Moore, L. W 

Morgan, George H 

Morrell, Alfrea L 

Munson, John W 

Newton, Mrs. A. C 

New York Apprentices' Library 

New York Mercantile Library 

New York Produce Exchange 

New York Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen. 

New York State Library 

Pendleton, A. B 

Philadelphia Library Company 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library 

Priest, John G 



Providence Public Library 

Pulitzer, Joseph 

Raikes, Captain G. A 

Ramsey, Charles 

Ripon, Earl of, Governor-General of India 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis, City of 

St. Louis Fair Association 

St. Louis Merchants' Exchange 

St. Louis Museum of Fine Arts 

St. Louis Public School Libraiy 

St. Louis School and Museum of Fine Arts. 
San Francisco Mercantile Library 




Carried forw ird 



FPUS. 



59 

155 

2 

2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
6 
2 
1 

(i 
1 
1 

i 
1 
1 
1 

i 
1 

3 

1 



1 
i 

2 
2 
3 

4 
1 



25 
4 



1 
1 

1 

i 



1 
2 



2 
1 



12 

i 

1 
1 
4 
1 
1 



283 



63 
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<JIVERS. 



VOLS. 



PPIIS. 



Brought forward 

Shaw, 'Kobeit 

Slaybiick, Mrs. A. W , 

Smitmeyer, J. L 

Smithsonian Institnte 

Thompson, Wm. 11 

Townsend, T. D 

Tucker, O. D 

Unitarian Review ancJLReligious Mngnzinc . .. 

United States Kugineers' Department 

United States Interior Department 

United States Patent; Ottiee Department 

United States Navy Department 

United Stntes Signal Office, War Department 

United States Slate Department 

United States Treasury Department 

United States War Department 

Vallc, Mrs. Jules 

Vest,^Hon. G. G 

Willey, F. O 

Williams, -John F 

Winthrop, JohnlS 

Worcester Free Library 

Wright, H. G 

Yale College 

Yeatman, James A 

Yeatman, James E 



283 
1 
1 

"7 
2 
4 
1 



7:1 
1 



1 
1 
1 

12 
1 

11 
2 
1 
1 



03 



1 
12 



17 
25 

1 

18 
12 
15 



417 



1 

4 

_L 
170 



n 



^t. Iionis ]V[EiicantilE tiifiiiaiiy, 

S. W. COR, FIFTH AHD LOCDST STKEETS. 



TEEMS OF MEMBEBSHIP. 



Any person engaged In mercantUe purBuita 



g a PRorKiGTOR ma^A. 

b««»»e an oaiM «™»»- bJ P«Hi« " ""»«'°° "» »' "" °°'-''*" 
and au annn.I .ubscripUon, payable In advance, ol im oolnra. 
■ Any peraon .Inillarly engaged as . cumn may beeome an ..»<• 
».t»S«- by paying an Inlttaaon fee ol rao dollam uid an anon.1 
subsoription ol three doli-aks. 

All oUior persona may beeome «b»e«ioia«ie. by paytng n'S 
D0LLAE3, nunuaUy, In advance. 

Life Membeksbip, Fifty Dollars. 



TKE LIBEART 

Sow ooEtaln. sisTr-TWO TiimnASD VOLOTiEa, lo wHlcli «" 
work. 01 general Interest ato added pron.pUy. and U, nmnber. pto-^ 
ponlonale t^i the demand. 



THE BEADISa-lOOM 

Is legnlarlj supplied witu the principal newspapers and msgai 
domestlo and lorolgn. The Library and Beading-room ar. open Itom 

9 A. «. to 10 P. H. trom SLU- to Sovbmbbb. and Iroin 10 A, M. » 

10 P. M. Irom November to Mat. 



THE OHESS-BOOM 

U tee to HI membera. and open doling library hours. 




733 



■^l^ ANNUAL REPORT 



Saint Loiiiis 



Mercantile Library 



A.ssociation. 



18 8 3. 



THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THS 



BOARD OF DIRECTION 



OF THE 



Sa.lnt Louis 



MERCANTILE LIBRARY 



Association. 



ST. LOUIS: 
PRINTED FOR THE ASSOCIATION, 
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St. Louis: 
Preu of Nixon- Jones Printing Co. 



OFFICEKS 



OF THB 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 



FOR THE YEAR 1883. 



PBSaiDENT: 

ROBERT E. CARR. 

VICE-PRESIDENT : 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. 

mECBETABIES: 
Beeording, Corretponding, 

WILLIAM L. SOOTT. EMIL A. MEYSENBURG. 

TBEASUBEB: 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 

DIBECTOBS: 

R. B. WHITTEMORE, HENRY STANLEY, 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD, JOHN W. MUNSON, 
DWIGHT TREADWAY, BENJAMIN S. ADAMS, 

DAVID R. FRANCIS. 

ACTUABT AND LIBBABIAN: 

JOHN N. DYER. 

ASSISTANT LIBBABIAN S: 
Pint, ^ Second, 

W. H. H. ANDERSON. JAMES A. YEATMAN. 

DESK CLEBKS: 

JAMES A. SUBLETTE. CARL HEILIGER. 

JANITOB : 

CHARLES W. WALKER. 



I 



COMMITTEES FOR 1883. 



WATS AND MEANS: * 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, DAVID R. FRANCIS, 

EMIL A. MEYSENBURG. 

LIBRARY AND READING-ROOM: 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD, HENRY STANLEY, 

JOHN W. MUNSON. 

BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 

WILLIAM L. SCOTT, SAMUEL M. KENNARD, 

EMIL A. MEYSENBURG, BENJAMIN S. ADAMS, 

R. B. WHITTEMORE. 

LECTURES: 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER, DWIGHT TREDWAY, 

HENRY STANLEY. 

HALL AND BUILDING: 

ROBERT E. CARR, ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 



f 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7 Tames E. Yeatman. 

1848-9 Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1 Hudson E. Bridge. 

1852 Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5 John T. Douglass. 

1856 W. M. Morrison. 

1857 John W. Luke. 

1858 M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60 J. B. S. Lemoine. 

1861 Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 loHN H. Beach. 

1864-5 Charles Miller. 

1866-7 George R. Robinson. 

1868-9 Lafayette Wilson. 

1870-1 Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3 Charles Speck. 

1874-5 Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7 Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880-1 Thomas E. Tutt. 



» 



/ 



TRUSTEES. 



JAMES E. YEATMAN, J. B. S. LEMOINE, 

JOHN H. BEACH, JOHN W. LUKE, 

RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 



THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 



JANUAR Y p, 1883, 



Rooms Mercantile LiBkARY Association, 
St. Louis, January 9, 1883. 

The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the St. Louis 
Mercantile Library Association was held in the read- 
ing-room, Tuesday evening, January 9, 1883. Thfe 
meeting was called to order — in the absence from 
the city of the president — by W. L. Scott, record- 
ing secretary, on whose motion Mr. James E. Yeat- 
man was called to the chair. 

Edward Wilkerson and Mortimer I^. Burchard were 
appointed secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read 
and approved. 

The committee of ways and means submitted the 
following report, which, on motion, was adopted : — 

St. Louis, January 9, 1883. 

To the President of the St, Louis Mercantile Library Association : 
The committee of ways and means beg leave to report that they 
have examined the books and accounts of the association, and find 
the same correct, and properly supported by vouchers, for all dis- 
bursements made to date. 

Robt. S. Brookings, 

E. S. Metsenburg, 

Committee. 
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The report of the treasurer, John R. Lionberger, 
was read, and, on motion, accepted and adopted. 

Mr. Scott read the annual report of the board of 
direction, which, on motion, was accepted and 
adopted. 

Mr. Alfred Carr offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the association are hereby ten- 

dered the president and his fellow-directors for the faithful dis- 

. charge of their duties, as exhibited by the report just presented. 

Mr. C. R. Stinde offered the following, which was 
adopted : — 

Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished 
the daily papers for publication, and that one thousand copies of 
the report be printed in pamphlet form for distribution. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

James E. Yeatman, Chairman. 

Mortimer N. Burchard, ) q . . 
Edward Wilkkrson, [ 



TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT. 



18 8 2. 



Mercantile Library, ) 
St. Louis, January 9, 1883. J 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of my receipts and disbursements during 
the year 1882 : 

Exhibit ^^ A '' — Cash account. 
Exhibit "B'' —Balance sheet. 
Exhibit *^ C " — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Rooms of the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 

St. Louis, January 9, 1883. 

To the Members of the St, Louis Mercantile Library Association. 

Gentlemen : — The annual report of the . treas- 
urer, which is submitted herewith, shows that the 
financial condition of your association during the 
past year has been satisfactory. I have the pleasure 
of adding that the detailed statements of membership, 
books, circulation, and general circumstances of the 
library, which it is my duty to report to you, show 
that if the year has not been marked by any unusual 
gains, it has been one of steady and enduring pros- 
perity. The income from all sources for the past 
year, as shown by the treasurer's statement, was 
twenty-five thousand, eight hundred and sixty-eight 
dollars. Out of this the board of direction has suc- 
ceeded in paying the current expenses of the library, 
and also in paying off the note of the association, 
secured by deed of trust for four thousand dollars, 
due on the 28th of March last, together with the ac- 
crued interest on our indebtedness, amounting to 
seventeen hundred and twenty-three dollars and fifty- 
five cents. We have also, in addition to the ordinary 
payments of each year, been called on to pay a bill 
for English newspapers and magazines amounting to 
seventeen hui>dred and seventy-three dollars and 
thirty cents, which represents the indebtedness in- 
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curred for that purpose during the three previous 
years, which had remained unpaid because, in spite of 
repeated efforts, our predecessors had not been able 
to obtain the bill from our agent in England. These 
special sources of expenditure have left a floating debt 
of nineteen hundred and eighty-three dollars to be 
paid out of the income of the coming year. 

MEMBERSHIPS. 

We have enrolled, during the past year, four hun- 
dred and ten new members, and have lost, from all 
causes, three hundred and sixty, leaving at the close 
of the year three thousand and twenty-four. 

The changes are as follows : — 

Number of members January 1, 1882, - - - 2,974 
Added during the year, 410 

3,384 
Lost from all causes, - - - - 360 

3,024 
Delinquent January 1, 1883, 69 

Leaving, January 1, 1883, 2,955 

Classified as follows : — 

Honorary members, 20 

Life members, 679 

Proprietors, - " - 452 

Clerka, 1,056 

Beneficiaries, 817— 3,024 

BOOKS. 

During the year twenty-three hundred and sixty- 
nine volumes have been added to the library by 
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purchase and donation ; twenty-seven volumes have 
been lost and paid for ; twenty-seven duplicate volumes 
sold, and twelve volumes, condemned as worthless, 
have been withdrawn, leaving a net increase of 
twenty-three hundred and three, and the number of 
volumes in the library as follows : — 

Volumes reported last year - - - - 55,938 

Volumes added during the year 1882 — 

Purchased 1,759^ 

Presented 181 

Volumes of periodicals bound - - 411 

Volumes of newspapers bound - - 18 2,369 

Total 58,307 

Deduct — 

Volumes duplicates sold - - - - 27 

Volumes lost and paid for - - - 27 

Volumes withdrawn as worthless - 12 66 

Number of books in library Dec. 31, 1882 - - 58,241 

The additions are classified as follows : — 

Voyages and Travels 126 

History 258 

Biography 141 

Theology 63 

Politics and Government - - - - 105 

Commerce 18 

Jurisprudence 19 

Mental and Moral Philosophy - - - 20 

The Natural Sciences - -- - - 111 

Science of Medicine 86 

Military Science 20 

Useful Arts 280 

Miscellaneous 420 

Poetry 145 

Art 79 

Prose Fiction -.------ 478— 2,369 
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CIRCULATION. 

The number of volumes issued during the year 
shows a continual increase, being 157,752 volumes, 
against 143,722 the preceding year. The statement 
of books issued is as follows : — 

1881. 1882. 

History 24,706 29,802 

PhUosophy 27,385 28,564 

Poetry and Art 23,912 31,396 

Fiction - 67,719 67,990 

143,722 157,752 

PERCENTAGE OP EACH CLASS. 

1881. 1882. 

History 17.19 18.89 

Philosophy 19.05 18.11 

Poetry and Art 16.64 19.90 

Fiction 47.12 43.10 

. The expenditures for books have been as follows : — 

Purchase of books, $3,518 99 

Purchase of newspapers, 1,060 31 

Purchase of periodicals, 2,049 29 

Binding and repairing books, 1,003 47 

$7,632 06 

Among the acquisitions of the library, I wish to 
call special attention to the new edition of "Poole's 
Index to . Periodical Literature," ■ which is a most 
valuable work of reference for the use of members of 
the library ; it carries the index of the subjects treated 
of in all the leading magazines and periodicals down 
to the close of 1881. Quite a number of costly books 
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have been purchased, chiefly in the art department^ 
and among the books of reference, such as the 
large paper edition of Hamerton's '^The Graphic 
Arts," Lienard's " Specimens de la Decoration et de 
POrnementation," Time's ''L'Art Decoratif," He- 
nard's ''Album Archeologique," Dietterlin's "Livre 
de 1' Architecture," and other works on architecture 
and decoration ; La Rousse's great " Dictionnaire du 
XIX^ Siecle" hi sixteen volumes ; the ''Annales des 
Fonts et Chaussees," which we now have completed 
down to date, in two hundred and seven volumes, 
while the monthly lists of new books displayed at the 
delivery desk have shown that current literature has 
not been neglected. 

Your thanks are due Mr. Charles H. Bailey for 
photographic views of Constantinople and Cairo, 
handsomely framed. 

IXSUnANCE. 

Your property is insured for one hundred and fifty- 
five thousand dollars, in good and responsible offices. 

BUILDING. 

The question of a new building is one which your 
board of direction have kept constantly in mind, and 
in their opinion that question is now nan'owed down 
to one of two alternatives, as om* present quarters are 
so overcrowded that it will soon be absolutely neces- 
sary to provide additional room, and we have no space 
for new bookcases, unless we occupy the entire floor 
of the present library, thereby excluding all readers, 
and simply making it a store-room for books. 

The present reading-room is so badly lighted as ta 
render it almost unfit for such a purj^ose, since the 
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erection of the block of bofldings just west of ns tbe 
H^t ha$ been abno$t entirely exehided. and we have 
been compelled to bum gas all day. making it exce:^ 
.^vely hot in summer and expensive at all seasons. 

If the association finds that it cannot raise the 
means to erect a new fireproof boilding on this site, 
it mast remodel the present boilding. The very 
lowe:*ct estimated cost of the first plan of improvement 
Is $250,000: of the second plan, from :5T5.0(W to 
$100,000. and it is for you to say which shall be 
adopted. 

I am authorized bv the board of direction to sav 
that, in auv action vou mav take in this matter, vou 
will have the hearty co-operation and assistance of 
the Board, both personally and officially. 

I take the liberty of suggesting, in view of the 
importance of the subject, that a special meeting be 
called early in the spring, at which a special effort 
should be made to secure a full attendance of the 
members, of the directors past and present, and of 
all the friends of the association, at which a con- 
certed effort should be made to brine: about the long: 
desired consummation of vour wishes in resrard to a 
new building. 

If we shall l>e so fortunate as to succeed in matur- 
ing a financial plan which will enable us to erect a 
new building, we can, by making use of the modem 
re>*^>urce« of the builder's science, and of the most 
recent results of librarv manaofement, become the 
possessors of a building which will stand conspicuous 
among the library buildings of the world, besides be- 
ing a most valuable property for purposes of revenue. 
It is a question for your body to consider whether it 
would be practicable to secure the means of erecting 
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such a building by subscriptions to a building fund, 
and by borrowing such additional amount as should 
be needed, and also to consider whether the interest 
involved would justify such a course. 

In case this plan should, unfortunately, be beyond 
our means, I beg to suggest a plan of remodelling 
the building which would increase our revenue, while 
adding greatly to the attractiveness of the libraiy and 
the comfort and convenience of the members. The 
general features of this plan of remodelling are, — 

Ist. The removal of the books and reading-room' to the grand 
hall. 

2d. The conversion of the present library and reading-room 
into stores or offices. 

3d. The improvement of the staircases and the introduction 
of elevators ; and, — 

4th. The transfer of the delivery desk, the circulating depart- 
ment, and the new books, to the ground floor. 

Ample room can be provided on the ground floor 
for an issue department, which would be a great sav- 
ing of time and effort to the members who wish to 
take out books, and the advantages of such a pro- 
vision suggest themselves at first sight. 

It is the opinion of the librarian, whose long ex- 
perience in the library gives special value to his sug- 
gestions, that such an arrangement wduld be a great 
convenience to the members, would greatly increase 
the circulation, and lead to an increase in member- 
ship, without any increased cost for management. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the board of 
direction. 

ROB'T E. CAER, President . 
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APPENDIX. 



Gifts During the Year 1882. 



Givers. 




Allen, L 

American Institute of Mining Engineers ... 

American Pharmaceutical Association 

Bacon, Henry D 

Baltimore Mercantile Library 

Berg, Nicholas 

Billings, J. S., U. S. A 

Blaksley, Henry 

BoonvilLe Advertiser 

Boston Public Library 

Buffalo Young Men's Associati(Ai 

Carr, Mrs. Wm. C 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Congress, Library of 

Ounningham 

Diekenga, I. E 

Dillon, Jno. A 

Eads, Jas. B 

Ewing, Hon. Wm. L 

Globe Printing Co 

Green, Sam'l A 

Halderman, Jno. A 

Hallett, Hon. W. H 

Harvard College Library 

Harvard College Astronomical Observatory. 

Hibbert, James 

Hilder, F. F 

Indianapolis Public Library 

Jerome, Gov. D. H 

Jones, G. I 

Long Island Historical Society 

McDanolds. Jas. S 

McGrath, Hon. Mich'l K 



Pphs. 



2 



1 

• » 

1 



2 

12 
1 



1 
1 

2 
6 



1 
1 



1 



i 



24 



MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 



Givers, 



Vols. Fphs. 



MacBee, Fergus 

Milwaukee Public Library ... 

Missouri Historical Society 

Missouri University 

Morgan, Geo. H 

New Jersey Historical Society 

New York Apprentices' Library 

New York Mercantile Library 

New York Produce Exchange 

Peck, J. M 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library 

Bamsey, Chas. G 

San Francisco Mercantile Library 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis Fair Association 

St. Louis Merchants' Exchange 

St. Louis Public School Library 

Selfridge, T. € 

Smithsonian Institute 

Spofford, A. R 

Springfield Public Library 

Steyens, B. F 

Stinde, C. R ^. 

Thompson, N. D 

Thompson, P. G 

Thompson, Wm. P 

Toner, Dr. Jos. M...' 

Townsend, T. D..... 

United States Engineers' Department 

United States Interior Department........ 

United States Nayal Obseryatory 

United States Patent Office Department. 

United States State Department 

United States Treasury Department 

United States War Department 

Valliant, L. B 

Washington University 

Wendling, Geo. R 

Whiting, Lillian 

Worcester Free Library 

Wright, Geo. L 

Yale College 



1 
1 



1 
2 



1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 

• • • 

43 
1 
7 
3 
4 

10 
1 

• • • 

1 
1 

• • • 

1 
1 

187 



2 

• • 

1 



10 



12 
1 
1 
4 

t • • 

1 



2 

4 



4 

12 

4 

• • • 

1 



80 
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St. Louis Mercantile Library, 






S. W. Cor. Fifth and Locl'st Stkekts. 


TEHMS OF MEMBEJiSHIP. 




Any person eiigiiged in mei-eaiitile pursuits !is :\ i'hoi'HIE- 
TOB may hetiome uii aoUve'msmlm- hy paying an initiulioii 
feeof FiVK IJOLLARS and an nnniml subscription, piivMlile in 




HdviUlCe, of FlVK DOLLAItS. 


' 


Any pei'son siniiljirly engtigeil iis ti clkhk may lieconie :in 
adive imriiher by paying an initiation Ibo of ■nvo dollaiip 
and an tmnual subscription of three uollarw. 




All other pei-sons may liecorae bkneficiariks by paying 
FIVE DOLLARS, anniially. iji advaiioe. 
Life Membership. Fiftv Doixahs. 




THE LIIiltAnY 




1 Non' contains sixty thousand volumes, to whioli all new 
worlis of general interest ai'e added promptly, tmd in nuni- 
1 Iters proportionate to the demand. 


1 

' THE jREAniNG-ROOM 




U rtjguUrly anp|)lied with the principal news] tapers and 
niMgazinee, domestic and foreign. The Library and Kead- 
ing-room nre opi?u fi-oin 9 a. m. to 10 p. m. from May to 
November, and from m a. m. to 10 i'. m. from Noveinlier ! " .9 




j to May. 


' 


THE CHESS-ROOM ■ 


■ 


Ts fi'ce to all niPinlicrs, :iiid open during librarv hours. ^M 

IL J 



ANWI^T REPORT ■ 




SAINT LOUIS 




Mercantile Lijrary 




i 

ASSOCIATION. 




1882. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



BOARD OF DIRECTION 



OF THE 



SAINT LOUIS 



Mercantile Library 



ASSOCIATION. 



ST. LOUIS: 
PRINTED FOR THE ASSOCIATION. 

1882. 






ST, LOUIS: 
Press ^ G, I, yone* and Company. 



OFFICEES 



OF THE 



ST. LOOIS MERCANTILE UBRARY ASSOCIATION 



FOR THE YEAR 1882. 



PBESIDENT : 

ROBERT E. CARR. 

VICE'PBESIDENT : 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. 

SECBETARIES: 
Corresponding y Becording^ 

EMIL A. MEYSENBURG. WILLIAM L. SCOTT. 

TBEA8UBEB : 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 

DISECrOBS : 

GERARD B. ALLEN, HENRY STANLEY, 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD, JOHN W. MUNSON, 
PIERRE CHOUTEAU, BENJAMIN S. ADAMS. 



ACTUARY AND LIBBABIAN : 

JOHN N. DYER. 

ASSISTANT LIBBABIAN8: 
First, Second, 

W. H. H. ANDERSON. JAMES A. YEATMAN, 

DESK CLEBK8: 

JAMES A. SUBLETTE. RICHARD R. STINDE, 



. COMMITTEES FOE 1882. 



WAYS AND MEANS: 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, GERARD B. ALLEN, 

EMIL A. MEYSENBURG. 

LIBBABY AND BEADINQ-ROOM : 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD, HENRY STANLEY, 

JOHN W. MUNSON. 

BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 

WILLIAM L. SCOTT, SAMUEL M. KENNARD. 

EMIL A. MEYSENBURG, BENJAMIN S. ADAMS, 



. LEC TUBES: 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER, PIERRE CHOUTEAU, 

HENRY STANLEY. 

HALL AND BUILDING : 

ROBERT E. CARR, ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7 James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9 Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1 Hudson E. Bridge. 

1852 Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5 John T. Douglass. 

1856 W. M. Morrison. 

1857 John W. Luke. . 

1858 M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60 J. B. S. Lemoine. 

1861 Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 John H. Beach. 

1864-5 Charles Miller. 

1866-7 George R. Robinson. 

1868-9 Lafayette Wilson. 

1870-1 Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3 . Charles Speck. 

1874-5 Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7 Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880-1 Thomas E. Tutt. 



TRUSTEES. 



JAMES E. YEATMAN, J. B. S. LEMOINE, 

JOHN H. BEACH, JOHN W. LUKE, 

RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 



THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 



January 10, -1882. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, | 

St. Louis, January 10, 1882. ) 

The thirty-sixth annual meeting of the St Louis Mer- 
cantile Library Association was held this evening in the 
reading-room at 7 : 30 o'clock, and was called to order by 
Mr. Thomas E. Tutt, the president, who requested Mr. 
R. R. Hutchinson to occupy the chair.. 

Messrs. Chas. L. Case and M. N. Burchard were elected 
secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and 
approved. 

The committee of ways and means submitted the follow- 
ing report : — - 

St. Louis, January 10, 1882. 
The Committee of ways and means beg leave to report that they have 
examined the books and accounts of the association, and find the same 
correct and properly supported by vouchers for aU disbursements made 
to date. 

RoBT. E. Carr, 
Robt. S. Brookings, 

Committee. 

On motion of Mr. John W. Luke, the report of the com- 
mittee was received and adopted. 

The treasurer, Mr. John R. Lionberger, read his report 
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of the receipts and expenditures for the year, showing the 
present financial condition of the association. 

On motion of Mr. .Alfred Carr, the report was received 
and adopted. 

Mr. Thomas E. Tutt read the report of the board of 
direction, which, on motion, was received and adopted. 

The following resolution, ofifered by Mr. J. W. Luke, 
was unanimously adopted : — 

Eesolved, That the reports of the board of direction which have been 
submitted to this meeting show a steady increase in the prosperity of 
the Mercantile Library Association for the past year in a pecuniary sense, 
as well as in the continued ability of the Mercantile Library to subserve 
the purposes for which it was founded ; and to the president and board 
of direction, who have contributed by their faithful labors to the results 
of the past year, the thanks of the association are due and are hereby 
tendered. 

Mr. C. R. Stinde ofi'ered the following, which was also 
adopted : — 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be forwarded to the 
daily papers for publication, and that eight hundred copies of the annual 
reports be printed in pamphlet form for distribution. 



On motion of Mr. S. M. Kennard, the meeting adjourned. 

R. R. HUTCHINSON, 

Chairman. 

C. L. Case, ) 

T,-. ^.-r Ti r /Secretaries. 

M. N. BURCHARD, j 



TKEASUKER'S AKKUAL REPORT. 



188 1. 



Mercantile Library, ) 
St. Louis, January 10, 1882. j 

Gentlemen ; I have the honor to submit the following 
report of my receipts and disbursements during the year 
1881. 

Exhibit '« A " — Cash account. 

Exhibit «* B " — Balance sheet. 

Exhibit '< C " — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Rooms of the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 

St. Louis, January 10, 1882. 



! 



To the Members of the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association, 

Gentlemen : With the close of the thirty-sixth year of 
the existence of your association, the board of direction 
beg to submit the annual report of their management of 
the trust confided to them, and of the present condition of 
the association. The detailed- statements herewith submit- 
ted, and to which your attention is invited, will show that 
the interests of the association have been faithfully and 
efficiently guarded, and that the substantial growth and 
progress of past years have been fairly 'maintained. 

INCOME. 

The treasurer's report shows a diminution of income, 
which is chiefly owing to the fact that the stores numbers 
317 and 319 north Fifth street were vacant during a part of 
the year, the diminished income from this source alone rep- 
resenting a loss of more than eleven hundred dollars. The 
rents from the grand hall show a slight increase, but not 
enough to warrant us in considering that part of our prop- 
erty a profitable investment. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The list of members shows that during the year we have 
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added 452 members, and have lost from all causes 275, leav- 
ing a net gain of 177, and a total at the close of the year of 
3.550 members, including delinquents. 

The changes are as follows : — 

Number of members January 1, 1881 3,373 

Added during the year 452 

3,825 
Lost from all causes 275 

Number of members January 1, 1882 3,550 

Delinquent 576 

2,974 

Classified as follows : — 

Honorary members 20 

Life members 684 

Proprietors . . . • 446 

Clerks .... % 1,031 

Beneficiaries 793 

2,974 

At the close of the year there were 576 members delin- 
quent in the payment of their dues. At the corresponding 
period of last year '490 members were reported delinquent, 
and we consider this question of sufficient importance to 
call your attention to it for such action as you may think 
proper. 

BOOKS. 

During the past year the library has been increased by 
the addition of 1,658 volumes, which represent an outlay 
of $3,064.72. The expenditures in that department are as 
follows : — 

For the purchase of books ^3,064 72 

For the purchase of newspapers 798 66 

For the purchase of periodicals 641 99 

For binding and repairing books 1,205 58 

$5,710 85 
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During the year 12 volumes have been lost and paid for, 
and 1,398 volumes have been condemned as worthless and 
withdrawn from the library, leaving a net increase of 248 
in the number of volumes in the library, as follows : — 

Volames reported last year 65,690 

Added during the year 1881 : — 

Purchased 1,087 

Presented 31G 

♦ Volumes of periodicals bound 236 

Volumes of newspapers bound 19 — 1,658 

67,348 
Deduct : — 

Volumes lost and paid for 12 

Volumes withdrawn as worthless .... 1,398 — 1,410 

Leaving, December 31, 1881 65,938 

The additions are classified as follows : — 

FOLUMBS. 

Voyages and Travels 82 

History 149 

Biography 99 

Theology 52 

Politics and Government 126 

Commerce 9 

Jurisprudence 6 

Mental and Moral Philosophy 29 

The Natural Sciences 73 

Science of Medicine 62 

Military Science 39 

Useful Arts 129 

Belles Lettres 261 

Poetry 140 

Art 87 

Prose Fiction 326 

Total 1,658 

CIRCULATION. 

The number of volumes issued during the year shows a 
continual increase, being 143,722 volumes, against 133,148 
the preceding year. The statement of books issued is 
as follows : — 



* • • ' t 



\ 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT. 

1880, 1881, 

History 26,011 24,706 

Philosophy 27,236 27,386 

Poetry and Art 21,283 23,912 

Fiction 69,618 67,719 



133,148 143,722 



PERCENTAGE OP EACH CLASS. 

1880, 1881, 

History 18.77 17.lf 

Philosophy 20.61 19.06 

Poetry and Art 16.97 16.64 

Fiction 44.76 47.12 



LOCATION. 

The question of providing a new building for the library, 
either upon its present site or in a new location, Jias occupied 
the attention of the board of direction during the past year. 
At the December meeting of the board a committee was 
appointed for the purpose of conferring with the members 
and patrons of the institution, but their report has not 
been submitted, owing to the limited time they have had 
in which to acquire intelligent information upon the subject. 

This question of building and location is most urgent and 
vital. As the association has no endowment or building 
fund of any kind, it will be necessary to provide such a 
fund, and it is believed the requisite amount of money can 
be raised by the united exertion and hearty cooperation of 
the members with the board of direction. 

In order to place the institution on a broad plane of 
usefulness there ought to be an endowment of two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars ; and we feel assured if 
the wealthy citizens of St. Louis could realize the vast 
amount of good dispensed yearly by the library, that hand- 
some contributions and bequests would be made. 

BUILDING. 

Your building has been kept in as thorough repair as 
our limited means would justify ; the ceiling in the library 
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room has been frescoed , giving it a bright and cheerful 
appearance. 

INSURANCE. 

Your property is insured in good and responsible offices 
for one hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the board of direc- 
tion. ^ 

THOMAS E. TUTT, 

President. 



I 



'^ 



GIFTS DURING THE YEAR 1881. 



Givers. 



Adams, Geo. F 

American Institute of Mining Engineers 
American Pharmaceutical Association 

Anderson, Alexander D 

Astor Library, New York 

Bandelier, A. F 

Bell, Mrs. L 

Ben6t, Gen. S. V 

Billings, Dr. J. S 

Block, L.J . . . 

Bossange, L 

Boston Public Library 

Brink, W. R 

British Commissioners of Patents . . . 

Carr, Robt. E 

Chase, Dr. H. S 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Cobden Club 

Congress, Library of 

Dixwell, Geo. B 

Eads, James B 

Eddy, Mrs. Mary G. B 

Gilbert Book Company . 

Giverville, Countess de 

Harlan, Dr. C 

Harvard College 

Hazard, R 

Hilder, F. F 

Hilkene, W. H 

Jewett, E. C 

Johnston, Mrs. J. B 

McAfee, J. P 

McPhail, H. A. C 

Middle Temple Library (London) . . . 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Missouri University 

Morgan, H. H 

New Jersey Historical Society . . . . 
New York Mercantile Library . . . . 
New York Produce Exchange . . . . 

Newton Free Library 

Overstolz, Hon. Henry 



Vols. Pphs. 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 
2 
2 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
5 
6 
1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



2 
50 

1 I 

2 , 



2 
12 



12 



22 
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GlVEBS. 



Vols. Pphs. 



Page, E. B 

Pittsburgh Mercantile Library . . . 

Ramsey, Chas. 6 

St. John, J. A 

St. Louis Board of Health .... 
St. Louis Fair Association .... 
St. Louis Merchants' Exchange . . 
St. Louis Public School Library . . 

St. Louis University 

Schurz, Hon. C 

Smith, Wm 

Smithsonian Institute 

Snyder, John 

Sotheran & Company 

Stevens, B. F 

Taussig, G. W 

Taylor, Wm. B 

Todd, A 

Townsend, T. D. 

Tracy, John H 

Triplett, John R 

UnderhiU, J.W 

United States Engineers' Department 
United States Interior Department . 
United States State Department . . 
United States Treasury Department . 
United States War Department . . 

Vest, Hon. G. G 

Viceroy and Governor-General of India 

Washington University 

Williams, John F 

Wolcott, Samuel 

Worcester Free Library 

Wyckoff, Wm. C 

Yale College 

Yarrow, Dr. H. C 

Yeatman, James A 

Yeatman, James E 



2 



1 
1 



1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 

50 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 

93 
3 
4 
4 

28 
1 



1 
1 



1 
2 
1 



12 

1 
1 
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ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY. 



S. W. Cor. Fifth .^nd Locust St 



TER.^fS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

Any pei^on ongugL'tt in inercaiitilc ))uraiiit« ns a PRr.i'Rip.TOK may 
become an active mejnber hy piiying an initiation fee of Fn'E dollahs, 
and nil annual subscription, ijayalile in advance, of five doixaiis, 

a filei'lt may lieoomt- an iicHvfi member 
noLLAKs, nnd an nnmial siibgeriiitiiin 



Any person similarly engaged a 
by paying an initiation fee of tw< 



All otlier persons may beci>mc a 
annually, in advance. 

LiFi'; MsMBERserp, Fiftt Doll; 



THE UBRARY 



Now oont:iins fifty-si\ thousand voj 
genej'iil interest are added promptly, 
tlie dL-raand. 



L'MBri, to wliii'li all new worljs of 
Liid in numbers proportionate to 



THE READING -ROOM 

Is regidarly supplied with the principal newapapei-a and magazines, 
domestic and foreign. Tlie Libra-ry and Refiding-voom are open from 
9 A. M. to 10 p. H. from Ulny to November, and from 10 a. m. to IOp. m. 
from Noveml.ier to May. 



k' 



THE CHESS -ROOM 

Is free tu all members, and open dnring library honra. 
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THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



BOARD OF DIRECTION 



OF THE 



SAINT LOUIS 



Mercantile Library 



ASSOCIATION. 



ST. LOUIS: 
PRINTED FOR THE ASSOCIATION. 

1881. 



ST, LOUIS: 
Press of G. I, y<mes and Company. 



OFFICERS 



OF THB 



LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



FOR THE YEAR 1881. 



PBE8IDENT: 

THOMAS E. TUTT. 

VICE'PBESIDENT : 

ROBERT E. CAJRR. 

8ECBETABIE8: 
Corresponding, Becording, 

.ERT B. WHITTEMORE. WILLIAM L. SCOTT. 

TBEASUBEB : 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 

DIBECTOBS : 

LA.RD B. ALLEN, EDWARD WALSH, Jr. 
IT. S. BROOKINGS, EDW.4JID J. GLASGOW, Jb. 
[UEL M. KENNARD, HENRY STANLEY, 

PIERRE CHOUTEAU. 

AGTUABT AND LIBBABIAN: 

JOHN N. DYER. 

ASSISTANT LIBBABIAN S: 
First, SeeoHd, 

H. H. ANDERSON. JAMES A. YEATMAN. 

DESK CLEBKS: 

JL J. CULLEN, CHAS. W. MENSE, 

JANITOB : 

JOHN CLEGG. 



COMMITTEES FOE 1881. 



WAYS AND MEANS: 

ROBERT E. CARR, GERARD B. ALLEN, 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS. 

LIBBABT AND BEADING-BOOM: 

ROBERT S. BROOKINGS, ROBT. B. WHITTEMORE, 

HENRY STANLEY. 

BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 

WILLIAM L. SCOTT, EDWARD WALSH, Jr., 
ROBERT E. CARR, ROBERT B. WHITTEMORE, 

SAMUEL M. KENNARD. 

LECTUBE8: 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER, EDWARD J. GLASGOW, Jr., 

PIERRE CHOUTEAU. 

BALL AND BUILDING: 

THOMAS E. TUTT, ROBERT E. CARR, 

JOHN R. LIONBERGER. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



FBOM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7 James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9 Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1 Hudson E. Bridge. 

1852 Henry D. Bacon. 

1853 J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5 John T. Douglass. 

1856 W. M. Morrison. 

1857 John W. Luke. 

1858 M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60. J. B. S. Lemoinb. 

1861 Alfred Carr. 

1862-3 John H. Beach. 

1864-5 Charles Miller. 

1866-7 George R. Robinson. 

1868-9 Lafayette Wilson. 

1870-1 Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3 Charles Speck. 

1874-5 Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7 Edwin Harrison. 

1878-9 R. R. Hutchinson. 

1880 Thomas E. Tutt. 



TKUSTEES. 



JAMES E. YEATMAN, J. B. S. LEMOINE, 

JOHN H. BEACH, JOHN W. LUKE, 

RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 



THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 



January u, 1881. 



Booms of Mercantile Library Association, 

St. Louis, January 11, 1881. 



} 



The thirty- fifth annual meeting of the association, held 
this evening, was called to order by the vice-president, Mr. 
R. E. Carr, on whose motion Mr. R. M, Scruggs was called 
to the chair. 

Messrs. W. C. Buchanan and John W. Munson were 
appointed secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and 
approved. 

The committee on ways and means submitted the follow- 
ing report : — 

St. Louis, January 11, 1881. 

The committee on ways and means beg leave to report that they have 

examined the books and accounts of the association, and find the same 

correct, and properly supported by vouchers for all disbursements made 

to date. 

BoBT. E. Carr, 

■ RoBT. S. Brookings, 

John J. Cantwell, 

Committee, 

On motion of Mr. W. A. Hargadine the report of the 
committee was received and adopted. 

The treasurer, Mr. John R. Lionberger, read his report 
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of the receipts and expenditures for the year, showing the 
present financial condition of the association. 

On motion of Mr. Charles Speck, the report was received 
and adopted. 

In the absence — on account of illness — of the president, 
the vice-president, Mr. Robt. E. Carr, read the report of the 
board of direction, which, on motion of Mr. W. A. Harga- 
dine, was received and adopted. 

Mr. Alfred Carr offered the following resolution : — 

Besolved, That the thanks of the association are tendered to the officers 
and members of the board for the faithful manner in which they have 
discharged their duty during the past year. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. John W. Luke offered the following : — 

Besolved^ That the incoming board are requested to use every effort to 
secure the erection of a new building for the use of the association, as 
recommended in the report of the president. 

• The resolution was unanimously adopted and the incom- 
ing board of direction instructed to make every exertion 
in its power to further the object of the resolution. 
Mr. Geo. H. Loker offered the following resolution : — 

Besolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished the daily 
papers of the city, and that six hundred copies of the same be printed in 
pamphlet form for circulation. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Robert P. Barry moved that the rooms be opened on 
Sundays. 

No one seconding this resolution, it was, on motion of 
Mr. J. W. Luke, referred to the board of direction with 
power to act. 

On motiou of Mr. J. R. Lionberger, the meeting ad- 
journed. 

R. M. SCRUGGS, 

Chairman, 

W. C. Buchanan,) ^ , . 
^ „, ^, ^oecretariea, 

J. W. MUNSON, 



} 



TKEASUEBR'S ANNUAL REPORT 

18 80. 



Mercantile Library, ) 
St. Louis, January 11, 1881. ) 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the receipts and disbursements for the year end- 
ing December 31, 1880. And, also, of the present financial 
condition of the association. 

Your bonded debt has been reduced $4,000 during the 
year, and we have placed $3,305 to the credit of the sink- 
ing fund in United States 4 per cent, bonds. 

Exhibit " A " — Cash account. 
Exhibit '' B " —Balance sheet. 
Exhibit " C " — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



BOOMB OF THB ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 1 

St. Louis, January 11, 1881. / 

To the Members of the St, Louis Mercantile Library AssocicUwn, 

Gentlemen : The annual report for the thirty-fifth year 
of your association, which is herewith submitted by the 
board of direction, shows a substantial and gratifying 
improvement in every department of the institution under 
their management. 

There has been a steady increase in the membership of 
the library, and an increase in the revenue of the asso- 
ciation. Although the receipts from the rent of the grand 
hall have been largely diminished, we have been able to 
increase the expenditures for books, binding, and period- 
icals, adding constantly to the number of volumes on the 
shelves ; and the increase in the circulation and use of the 
books in the library has been unusual. 

The following statement will show in detail the changes 
and gains under each head during the year : 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The list of members shown that during the year we 
have added 450 new members, and have lost from all 
causes 299, leaving a net gain of 151, and a total at the 
close of the year of 3,373 members. 

The changes are as follows : — 

January 1, 1880 8,222 

Added during the year 450 

8,672 

Lost by death, removal, etc 299 

■ ^ ' 

3,373 
Net gain 161 
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Classified as follows : — 

Honorary members 20 

Life members 689 

Proprietors 485 

Clerks 1,082 

Beneficiaries 1,097 

8,878 

Of the above number we regret to report four hundred 
and ninety were delinquent in the payment of their dues on 
the 31st of December. 

BOOKS. 

The expenditure for books under the direction of the 
book committee has been larger than for any year in the 
history of the association ; and the library has been enriched 
by the addition of many costly w6rks of permanent value. 

The classification of the additions to the library will show, 
that while the current literature of the day has not been 
neglected, especial attendou has been paid to the publi- 
cations in the depai*tment of fine arts, and in the useful 
arts and sciences, history and biography. 

The list of additions embraces nearly two thousand new 
volumes, among which the valuable books are so numerous 
as not to permit us to make any selection for special mention. 

During the year the monthly bulletins which have been 
hung at the delivery desk have kept the members informed 
of the recent accessions. 

The following is an exhibit in detail of the work and 
expenditures by the book committee : — 

Volumes reported last year 58,288 

Added during the year 1880 : — 

Purchased 1,979 

Periodicals bound 842 

Newspapers bound 4 

Presented 202 

2,627 

Deduct: — 

Volumes lost and paid for 5 

Volumes worn out and condemned . . 115 120 

2,407 

55,690 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT. 

1879. 1880. 

Hintory 22,773 25,011 

Philosophy 25,370 27,236 

Poetry and Art 15,908 21,2«3 

Fiction 55,946 59,618 

119,997 133,148 

PERCENTAGE OF EAC*H CIJI88. 

1879, 1880. 

History 18.9 18.77 

Philosophy 21.1 20.51 

Poetry and Art 13.3 15.97 

Fiction 46.7 44.75 

GRAND HALL. 

The grand hall has been painted and put in thorough 
repair, at an expense of $598, witliout any compensating 
return ; the receipts from hall rent i)eing less than for any 
year in our history. The receipts from the organ have 
been practically nothing; and we are forced to conclude 
that the conditions which once made the hall a source of 
considerable revenue have almost wholly passed away. 

BUILDING. 

The building has been kept in good repair, and the stores 
have been steadily rented to solvent tenants. The small 
size and want of light of the stores renders them yearly 
less suited to the neighborhood, and less profitable in pro- 
portion to the valuable space they occupy. 

The diminished revenue from the irrand hall, and the 
com|)aratively small rents of the stores, furnish a very strong 
inducement to undertake the improvement in the building 
which has long been needed. It would be a neglect of a 
pressing and urgent duty if the board of direction failed 
to call the attention of the members to the impoi-tant ques- 
tion of a libnirv building. 

The whole welfare of the association is involved in this 
question^ and the demand for better accommodations has 
booome /m/)erative. 
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While we have the most central and desirable location in 
the city, a membership of which we are justly proud, and a 
collection of books and literary treasures of rare value, 
these advantages are marred and the objects of the asso- 
ciation thwarted by the drawbacks and inconveniences of 
the present building, which is in every way unfitted for its 
purposes. 

The discomfort to the members and patrons of the library 
and the inadequate facilities for the storage and use of the 
books would alone justify a change ; but there are graver 
reasons which we cannot longer neglect. The frequent 
fires in the neighborhood are a warning we cannot fail to 
heed, and ordinary care for the safety of our property de- 
mands a fire-proof building, one more in accord with the 
demands of modern times. We rely with confidence on the 
position your association has held for thirty-five years, and 
on its identification with the commercial, industrial and 
financial interest of the business men of this great city, to 
keep it in the front line of the city's growth. It rests with 
the members of this association to say whether their library 
shall continue to struororle asrainst the drawbacks which are 
now crippling its usefulness, and threatening its future, or 
whether they shall by a determined and successful effort 
place it forever beyond the reach of loss or danger, and 
upon a basis of permanent prosperity, by providing a com- 
modious, well-lighted, adequate, and fire-proof building, one 
which will comply with every modern requirement of taste 
and convenience, and be worthy the reputation of your as- 
sociation, and of the treasures of which we are custodians. 
We ask you to act upon this matter, and to act at once. 

INSURANCE. 

Your property is insured in responsible companies for 
one hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the board of direction. 

THOS. E. TUTT, 



APPENDIX. 



GIFTS DUKmG THE YEAK 1880. 



Givers. 



Agler, J. F 

American Institate of Mining Engineers 
American Pharmaceatical Association . 

Ammen, DanU 

Astor Library, New York 

Bagby, Gov 

Bandelier, A. F 

Bent, Silas 

BiUings, J. S 

Bodley, Wm. S 

Boston Public Library 

Brown, B. S 

Brown University, Providence . . . 

Chase, H. S 

Chicago Public Library 

Chouteau, Charles P 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Congress, Library of 

Delaware Historical Society . . . - 

Dillon, John A 

Franklin Fire Insurance Company . . 
German town Friend's Free Library 

Goodson, J. E 

Grady, Mrs. Mary 

Great Britain, Commissioners of Patents 

Hartford College Library 

Hartford Young Men's Institute . . . 

Harvard College 

Helper, H. R 

Hickey, M 

Indianapolis Public Library .... 
Illinois Industrial University .... 
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Jones, G. I. & Co 

King, Moses 

Knox, John J 

Laws, Sam'l S 

Lynch, Thomas 

Macdonald, J. M 

McGrath, MichU K 

Meier, John J 

Mellen, J. O 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Missouri Medical Association 

Missouri State Board of Agriculture . . . 
Missouri State Board of Immigration . . . 

Missouri State University 

Morgan, H. H 

Moritz, Charles 

Nagle, John T 

Nashville Board of Health 

Newton Free Library 

New York Mercantile Library Association 

New York Produce Exchange 

New York State Library 

Osterreicher, J 

Paterson, Wm. (Scotland) 

Pennsylvania Historical Society 

Pittsburgh Library 

Providence Public Library 

Ramsey, Chas. G 

Relfe, Wm. S 

Rice, E. C 

Richmond, Va,, Board of Health 

St. Joseph College of Physicians and Surgeons 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis Fair Association 

St. Louis Merchants' Exchange 

St. Louis Board of Public Schools .... 

St. Louis Public School Library 

St. Louis University 

Sanford, W. W 

San Francisco Mercantile Library .... 

Scanlan, James J 

Schuyler, Rev. M 

Sharpe, Wm 
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Givers. 



Smithsonian Institute - 

Stevens, B. F. (London) 

Stratton, J. C 

Tatbam, John (England) 

Townsend, T. D 

Tracy, Jolin H 

Triplett, Jolin R 

United States Agricultural Department 
United States En^neers' Department . 
United States Interior Department . . 
United States Navy Department . . . 
United States Ordnance Department . 
United States State Department , . . 
United States Treasury Department . 
United States War Department . . . 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India 

Washington University 

Waterhouse, S 

Wilson, Jr., Geo 

Winthrop, John S. . , 

Woodward, Tiernan & Hale .... 
Worcester Free Public Library . . . 

Yale College 

Yeatman, James A 
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Rooms of Mercantile Library Association,) *! 

St. Louis, January 18, 1880. / 

The thirty-fourth annual meetino^ of the association, held 
this evening, was called to order by the president, E. E. 
Hutchinson, on whose motion Mr. Gerard B. Allen was 
called to the chair. 

On motion of Messrs. Luke and Hutchinson, Messrs. 
W. C. Buchanan and John E. Lionberger were appointed 
secretaries. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and 
approved. 

The committee on ways and means submitted the follow- 
ing report : — 

St. Louis, January 13, 1880. 

The committee on ways and means beg leave to report that they have 

examined the books and accounts of the association, and find the same 

correct, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all disbursements 

made. 

W. A. Haroadine, 

R. B. Whittemore, 

Committee, 

On motion of Mr. John E. Lionberger, the report of the 
committee on ways and means was received and adopted. 
The treasurer, Mr. Thomas E. Tutt, read his report. 
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giving a detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures 
for the year, which, on motion, was received and adopted. 

The president, Mr. R. R. Hutchinson, read the report of 
the board of direction, which was received, and, on motion 
of Mr. Alfred Carr, unanimously adopted. 

Mr. John W. Luke offered the following resolution : — 

Beaolved, That the report of the board of direction for the past year, 
as read by the president, shows a very gratifying condition of the affairs 
of the library, and the thanks of the association are hereby tendered to 
the officers and members of the board for the faithful manner in which 
they have discharged the duty imposed on them. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Alfred Carr offered the following resolution : — 

Besolvedf That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished the daily 
papers of the city for publication, and that six hundred copies of the 
same be printed in pamphlet form for gratuitous circulation. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Edwin Harrison, the meeting ad- 
journed. 

GERARD B. ALLEN, 

Chairman. 

W. C. Buchanan, > ^ 

T T» T ? /Secretaries. 

J. R. L10NBERGER9 > 



TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT. 



Mercantile Library, '^^ 
St. Louis, January 18, 1880. J 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the following 
Teport of my receipts and disbursements during the year 
-ending December 31, 1879, and of the present financial 
<5ondition of the association, viz. : 

Exhibit " A " — Cash account. 
Exhibit '' B " — Balance sheet. 
Exhibit '' C " — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, 

St. Louis, January 13, 1880. 



! 



To the Members of the St, Louis Mercantile Library Association. 

Gentlemen : — The thirty-fourth year of the existence of 
your association has passed, and it becomes the duty of the 
board of direction to advise you of the manner in which it 
has taken care of the trust confided to it by you, and to give 
a brief statement of the history of the institution during 
the past year, and of its present condition and prospects. 

As shown by the following statement, our gain for the 
year, in the number of members, is but small — twenty- 
seven in all — and this gain has been made only in the last 
four months. We trust that this may prove a true indica- 
tion that the general improvement in business has at last 
reached us, and that the coming year will show a more sub- 
stantial increase, and one that will reflect more credit on. 
the good taste and culture of the St. Louis public. 

The membership list is as follows : — 

January 1^ 1879 3,196 

Added during the year 366 

3,561 
Lost by death, removal, etc 339 

Leaving at present 3,222 

Classified as follows : — 

Honorary members 20 

Life-members 667 

Proprietors 469 

Clerks 1,006 

Beneficiaries 1,060 

ToUil 3,222, 
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BOOKS. 

The amount which we have been able to appropriate to 
the purchase of books during the year is $4,167.78, against 
only $1,847.38 for the previous twelve months ; and the 
expenditures for binding have been large in proportion. It 
is gratifying that we have been able to increase thus largely 
the sum expended in a manner so beneficial to the interest's 
of the Library, and the augmentation in the number of 
volumes on our shelves, in their character and value, will 
be found fully to correspond with the increased outlay. 

The following list exhibits in detail the work and expendi- 
ture in the book department, and, when compared with the 
previous year's report, shows a gain of 2,367 volumes, and 
an increased outlay of $2,231.97 in the purchase of new and 
the repair and preservation of old books. 

Volumes reported last year 50,916 

Added during the year 1879, viz. — 

Volumes purchased 1,788 

Volumes periodicals bound 314 

Volumes newspapers bound 17 

Volumes presented 360 

2,479 
From which deduct — 

Volumes lost and paid for ....;. 10 

Worn out and condemned 102 — 112 

Leaving a net increase of .... 2,367 

And a grand total of 53,283 

Volumes bound during the year .... 2,031 » 

Volumes repaired during the year . . . 624 

Total 2,655 

The expenditures by the book committee have been as 
follows : — 

For the purchase of books ^4,166 78 

For the purchase of newspapers 578 63 

For the purchase of periodicals 476 33 

For binding and repairing books . .• 1,425 42 

Total ^6,647 16 
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Among the purchases for the year are many works of 
great beauty and value, which well deserve a careful exam- 
ination by the lovers of art. The titles of a few of them 
Are given in the following list : — 

Bergerat ,M. E. Les Chefs-d'oeuvre d'Art, k PExposition Universelle, 

1878. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 9th edition. 
Ferguson, James. Temples of the Jews. 
•Gamier, Charles. Le Nouvel Op6ra de Paris. 

Gliick, . L' Album de PExposltion. 

<7rimouard de Saint Laurent, Henri J. Guide de PArt Chretien. Etudes 

d' Esth^tique et d'Iconographie. 
Isabelle, M. E. Les Edifices Circulaires et les D6mes. 
Laborde, Alex. (Comte). Les Monumens de la France. 
Michaud, J. F. Histoire des Croisades. Illustree par Gustave Dor^. 
Renan, E. Mission de Pb6nicie. 
Bussell, W. H. The Prince of Wales's Tour in India. 

Upwards of five hundred volumes of popular French and 
Oerman books, including the works of many standard mod- 
ern authors, are among the year's additions to our shelves. 
Three cases of new English books, all late productions, 
have just arrived, and will be ready for issue in a few days. 
They number about four hundred volumes, and comprise 
the choicest works lately issued from the English press. 

We have also been favored by the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science with a gift of a complete 
set of its publications, twenty-seven volumes ; we have 
received donations from the British Commissioners of Pat- 
ents, sixty-seven volumes ; from Missouri State Board of 
Agriculture, sixty-three volumes ; and from Harvard and 
Yale Colleges, complete sets of their catalogues and reports. 

Another pleasing feature of the year's work is a very 
handsome increase in the number and improvement in the 
character of the books issued to readers. The increase in 
the issue amounts to 8,958 volumes, and the classification 
shows a decided diminution in the number of books of 
fiction called for, contrasted with a largely increased demand 
for works of a higher class. The account of books issued 
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is SO carefully kept that there is no room for a suspicion of 
mistake, and as the same feature was exhibited, though in 
a less degree, in our last annual report, when comparing 
1877 with 1878, the conclusion that the appreciation of the 
higher classes of literature is becoming more diffused among 
us seems as certain as it is gratifying. 

The statement of books issued is as follows : — 

Number of books issued to subscribers during the year is . . . 119,997 

COMPARATIVE STATP^MENT. 

1878. 1879. 

History 19,093 22,773 

PliUosopliy 24,463 26,370 

Poetry and Art 10,082 16,908 

Fiction 67,401 66,946- 

111,039 119,997 

PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 

1878 1879. 

History 17.1 18.9- 

Pliilosophy 22.0 21.1 

Poetry and Art 9.1 13.3 

Fiction 61.8 46.7 

The want of additional shelf-room is again becoming 
urgent, and some measures will have to be taken to supply 
the necessity by providing cases for four or five thousand 
volumes. This can only be done by a rearrangement of 
those now in the library-room, and an addition to their 
number. This will render the room — already too dark — 
darker still, and necessitate the use of gas during the day-^ 
time to a greater extent than before, thus adding to the 
heavy expenditure for gas which we are now called upon to 
meet. These gas^bills amount to more than $2,500 per 
annum, and form an important item in our expense account. 
Every effort has been made to diminish the consumption, by 
removing a large number of burners, but the bills remain 
about the same. 



I 

\ 
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CATALOGUE. 

The card catalogue is kept up, and is very complete a& 
regards all books obtained since its commencement, about- 
three years ago. Every book is listed by the author's name 
and by the subject treated of — a single book sometimes 
requiring as many as fifty cards in the classification of its 
subject-matter under the proper heads. 

BUILDING. 

The building is in as good condition as the means of the 
association allow, though a great deal could be most advan- 
tageously expended in its improvement and adornment. 
The expenditure for repairs during the year amounts to 
$1,159.19, which was all that could be spared. The read- 
ing-room has been repainted, the chess-room papered, the 
corridors painted and whitened, the grand hall brushed up> 
and the old hot-air furnace used for heating the library- 
room replaced by a new one. These, with some other 
indispensable repairs, exhausted the sum we were enabled 
to appropriate for such purposes. 

Insurance on the building and contents remains the same 
as reported last year, viz. : — 



On the building $G0,000 

On the contents 95,000 

Total ^155,000 

All of your stores are rented to good tenants, and no 
rent payments are in arrear. The receipts from the grand 
hall have been $5,340, against $5,302 in 1878. There is a 
sum of $100 still uncollected, which should be added to this^ 
year's receipts. The room is greatly in need of painting, 
and the seats should be upholstered anew. 

FINANCES. 

The stock account, January 1, 1879, showed a total of 
$273,881.94, and, as shown by balance-sheet, now aggre- 
gates $286,226.76 — a gain of $12,344.82 for the year. 
2 
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The treasurer's report, which has been read to you, 
exhibits in detail the present financial condition of the 
association, and shows that your board of direction have 
carried out your instructions, given at the last annual meet- 
ing, in regard to the creation of a sinking-fund. 

The amount due the Mercantile Library Hall Company 
has been reduced, by a payment of $53.95, to $4,311.61, 
and we have good reason to hope that we shall never be 
called upon to pay this. The association owes not a single 
dollar of floating debt, and the sinking-fund contains $4,000 
United States four per cent bonds, valued at $4,053.75, 
which, with the cash on hand, $586.83 — total, $4,640.58 — 
shows the amount of the reduction of your debt during the 
year. That debt now stands as follows : — 

Loan at six per cent per annum ^37,000 00 

Less cash and sinking-fund 4,640 58 

Total $32,369 42 

The number of strangers who have during the year 
availed themselves of the use of our rooms, extended to 
them free of cost for thirty days, is 561. During the prev- 
alence of the yellow fever in Memphis, the refugees from 
that city were invited to make use of the rooms, and the 
invitation was accepted by a large number of them. 

Since our last annual meeting, Mr. J. H. Alexander, 
another of the former presidents of our association, and 
its warm friend and supporter always, has been removed 
from among us by death. Resolutions of respect and 
regret have been passed by your board and recorded on the 
minutes. 

We cannot better close this brief summary of the history 
of the Mercantile Library Association of St. Louis during 
the year 1879 than by announcing to you the generous 
gift made to it by Mr. John H. Beach, of the four fine oil 
paintings, by George C. Bingham, which already orna- 



MERCANTILE LIBRARY REPORT. 19 

nient the walls of your reading-room. The pictures are 
-entitled, — 

Stump Speaking, The Election, 

Announcing the Vote, The Jolly Flatboatmen. 

These pictures, always of interest as delineating some of 
the phases of Western life of forty years ago, are of great 
merit, and have, since the death of the artist, become 
specially valuable. They will be counted among the most 
valued of our art-treasures, and constitute a handsome 
memorial of the generosity of the giver. 

K. R. HUTCHINSON, 

President. 
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GIFTS DURIXG THE YEAE 1879. 



Givers. 



American Association for the Advancement of Science 

American Institute of Mining Engineers 

Arkansas, State of 

Astor Library, New York 

Bell, Mrs. Leverett 

Bebrose, Jr., Louis 

Betts, Rev. G. C 

Boston Board of Health 

Boston Public Library 

Brown, B. Gratz 

Campbell, Rev. C. D. N 

Carter, John H 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Public Librarj^ 

Clarke, Robert 

Cole, Hon. Nathan 

Crawford, C. G 

Crawford, W. H 

Delany, John O'F 

Diekenga, J. E 

Dillon, John A 

Doherty, Rev. D. J 

Goode, H. M 

Grady, Mrs. Mary 

Gray-Baker Book and Stationery Company .... 
Great Britain, Commissioners of Patents .... 

Hains, Maj. P. C 

Hartford College Library 

Hartford Young Men's Institute 

Harvard College 

Harvey, James 

Helper, H. R 

Hutchinson, R. R 

Hughey, G. W 

Jewett, E. E 
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Givers. 



Jones & Co., G. I 

Kershaw, Dr. J. M 

King, Moses 

Leslie, Edward G 

Macnally, D. R . 

McRee, William G ; . . 

Melcher, J. F 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Missouri State Board of Agriculture . . 

Missouri State University 

Morelle, A. L 

Morgan, H. H 

Moritz, Charles 

Myer, Gen'l A. J 

New York Mercantile Library Association 

New York Produce Exchange 

New York State Library 

Pratt, George C 

Pulsifer, William H 

Ramsey, Charles G 

Reaser, Rev. J. G 

Relfe, W. S 

Richmond, Va., Board of Health . . . 

Ryan, Rt. Rev. P. J 

St. Louis Art Society 

St. Louis Board of Health 

St. Louis City 

St. Louis Fair and Exposition . . . . 

St. Louis Loan Exhibition 

St. Louis Public School Library .... 
San Francisco Mercantile Library . . . 

Shannon, Hon. R. D 

Shaw, Henry 

Sherman, Gen'l W. T 

Simpson, Col. James H 

Skues, R. A 

Smee, Alfred 

Smithsonian Institute 

Sonneschein, Rev. S. H 

Sunderland, B 

Tracy, John H 

Triplett, John R 

United States Engineers Department . . 
United States Interior Department . . . 
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1 
1 
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2 
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Givers. 



United States Navy Department . . 
United States State Department . . 
United States Treasury Department 
United States War Department . . 

Warder, George W 

Warfleld, E. W 

Warren County Library 

Washington and Lee University . . 

Wasliington University 

Waterliouse, S 

Wlierry, Col. William M 

Woodward, Tiernan & Hale . . . 

Yale College 

Ycatman, James A 
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MERCANTILE LIBRARY 
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THIETT-THIRD ANNUAL EEPOET 



OF THE 



BOARD OF DIRECTION 



OF THE 



SAINT LOUIS 



MERCANTILE LIBRARY 



ASSOCIATION. 



ST. LOUIS: 
PRINTED FOR THE ASSOCIATION. 

1879. 



ST. LOUIS: 
Press of G. J. yanes and Company. 



OFFIOEKS 



OF THE 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



FOR THE YEAR 1879. 



PRESIDENT : 

R. R. HUTCHINSON. 

VICE-PRESIDENT : 

W. A. HARGADINE. 

SECRETARIES: 
Corresponding, Recordings 

J. C. EWALD. W. L. SCOTT. 

TREASURER: 

THOMAS E. TUTT. 

DIRECTORS : 

R. B. WHITTEMORE, R. E. CARR, 

C. C. MAFFITT, E. D. MEIER, 

J. J. CANTWELL, C. E. SLAYBACK. 

R. S. BROOKINGS. 

ACTUARY AND LIBRARIAN: 

JOHN N. DYER. 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS: 
First, Second, 

W. H. H. ANDERSON. J. A. YEATMAN. 

DESK CLERKS: 

H. M. GOODE. G. M. BLAIR. 

JANITOR ! 

SAMUEL CLEGG. 



COMMITTEES FOE 1879. 



PVA VS AND MEANS : 

W. A. HARGADINE, J. J. CANTWELL, 

R. B. WHITTEMORE. 

LIBRARY AND READING-ROOM: 

J. C. EWALD, R. B. WHITTEMORE, 

E. D. MEIER. 

BOOKS AND DONATIONS: 

W. L. SCOTT, C. C. MAFFITT, 

J. C. EWALD, R. E. CARR, 

C. E. SLAYBACK. 

LECTURES : 

THOMAS E. TUTT, C. C. MAFFITT, 

R. S. BROOKINGS. 

HALL AND BUILDING: 

R. R. HUTCHINSON, W. A. HARGADINE, 

THOMAS E. TUTT. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7, ----- James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9, Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1, H. E. Bridge. 

1852, - - - - Henry D. Bacon. 

1853, J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5, - - - - - J. T. Douglass. 

1856, - - - - - - W. M. Morrison. 

1857, ----- John W. Luke. 

1858, - - - - - - M. V. L., McClelland. 

1859-60, J. B. S. Lemoine. 

1 86 1, Alfred Carr. 

1862-3, ----- John H. Beach. 

1864-5, ----- Charles Miller. 

1866-7, ----- George R. Robinson. 

1868-9, ----- Lafayette Wilson. 

1 870-1, ----- Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3, Charles Speck. 

1874-5, ----- Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7, Edwin Harrison. 

1878, - - - - - R. R. Hutchinson. 



TRUSTEES: 



JAMES E. YEATMAN, 
JOHN H. BEACH, 
RICHARD M. SCRUGGS, 
J. B. S. LEMOINE, 
JOHN W. LUKE. 



THIETY-THIED ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 



JANUARY 14, 1879, 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, 

St. Louis, January 14, 1879. 



} 



The thirty-third annual meeting of the association, held 
this evening, was called to order by Mr. R. R. Hutchinson, 
Mr. Chas. Miller was appointed chairman, and George A. 
Hayward and H. H. Wernse secretaries. 

The minutes of the annual meeting, held January 8, 1878, 
also the minutes of the special meeting held March 4, 
1878, were read and approved. 

The committee on ways and means submitted the follow- 
ing report : 

St. Louis, January 13, 1879. 
The committee on ways and means beg leave to report that they have 
examined the books and accounts of the association, and find the same cor- 
rect, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all disbursements made. 

W. A. Hargadine, 
R. B. Whittemore, 

Committee. 

On motion, the report of the committee on ways and 
means was received. 

The report of the treasurer, Mr. Thomas E. Tutt, was 
read and adopted. 

The report of the president was then read, and, on motion 
to that effect, unanimously adopted. 
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Mr. J. B. S. Lemoine offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this association are due, and they are hereby 
tendered, to the president and board of direction, for their very satisfactory man- 
agement of the affairs of this association for the past year. 

The resolution was duly seconded, and carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. J. H. Alexander offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this meeting approves the creation of the sinking fund by the 
present board of direction, and we recommend that its successors carry out 
the provisions of said sinking fund. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. R. M. Scruggs offered the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished to the daily 
papers of the city for publication, and that six hundred copies of the same be 
published in pamphlet form. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas E. Tutt, the meeting adjourned. 

CHARLES MILLER, 

Chairman. 
George A. Hayward, 1 ^^ . 

Henry H. Wernse, / 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library AssoaATioN, ) 
St. Louis, January 14, 1879. ' 

To the Members of the St. Louis Mercantile Libraiy Association: 

Gentlemen: — We have reached the- period at which it 
becomes the duty of the board of direction to present to 
you its annual report of the history and operations of our 
association. In doing so we congratulate you that, though 
we are unable to record any brilliant improvement in the 
condition and prospect of the library, yet, in spite of the 
hard times, no ground has been lost, and in many respects 
we stand in better condition than at the comm'encement of 
1878. 

Our membership list shows but little change since the last 
annual report: 



At that time the total was . 
There were added during the year. 



There were lost by death, removal, etc.. 
Leaving at present, .... 



349 

3.535 
340 

3»i95 



A gain of nine members for the year. 
The members are classified as follows : 



Honorary members. 
Life members, 
Proprietors, 
Clerks, 
Beneficiaries, 



Not delin- 


Delin- 




quent. 


quent. 


Total. 


18 


— 


18 


660 




660 


421 


53 


474 


939 


75 


1,014 


844 


185 


1,029 



2,882 



zn 



3,195 
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Those classed as delinquent are behind hand in the liqui- 
dation of their dues, but are expected to pay them in a short 
time, all considered bad having been dropped from the rolls. 

The number of books on our shelves reported 

last year was, 49»i55 

To which we have added — 

Of volumes purchased, ..... 953 

Volumes, periodicals bound, . 258 

Volumes presented, ..... 649 

1,860 
From which are to be deducted — 

Volumes lost and paid for, . . -19 

Volumes worn out and condemned. 79 

Volume stolen from library table, ... 1 

— 99 

— 1,761 

Showing a graid total now in our possession of . 50>9i6 

and an addition of 1,761 volumes during the year. 

The expenditures in the book department have been as 
follows : 

For purchase of books, ...... $1,847 3^ 

For purchase of newspapers, 788 69 

For purchase of periodicals. .... 813 86 

For binding, ........ 965 26 

Total, $4,415 «9 

The increase in number of books for the year is less than 
usual, but our financial condition rendered it advisable to prac- 
tice the strictest economy in every department, and reduced 
us to the necessity of purchasing only such books as were 
required to maintain the standard of excellence demanded 
of a great library, and of declining to acquire many works 
of luxury and art, highly desirable in themselves, but which 
can be dispensed with until a more favorable season. We 
have not failed, however, to keep up a full supply of all new 
works of value as they appeared. There is now ordered, 
and on the way, a fine collection of about 600 English, 
French, and German works, all lately issued from the press, 
and which should reach us during the present month. 
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The total number of books issued to subscribers during 
the year is 111,039. 

For purposes of comparison, we append the classification 
and percentage of each class for the last two years, viz. : 

iSyy. 1878, 

History, 18,873 I9»093 

Philosophy, 20,719 24,463 

Poetry and art, 9»944 10,082 

Fiction, 58,276 57,40i 

107,812 111,039 

PERCENTAGE OF EACH CLASS. 

1877. 1878. 

History, 17.6 17.1 

Philosophy, 19.2 22.0 

Poetry and art, 9.3 9.1 

Fiction, 53.9 51-8 

The reading-room continues to be one of the most 
attractive features of the library. It is a source of much 
regret that the neighboring buildings have greatly obscured 
its light, and rendered necessary the consumption of a large 
quantity of gas. In connection with it, the chess-room is 
well patronized, and seems to be highly appreciated by many 
of our members. 

The library was closed, on account of the extreme heat, 
after 8 o'clock p. m., from July 19th to August 31st, opening 
two hours earlier in the morning to compensate for the 
earlier time of closing. 

The system of issuing periodicals at ten cents per week 
has been approved by experience, and has yielded a small 
sum over the cost of additional magazines subscribed for. 
At the request of many members, an order has been made 
to increase the list of periodicals thus issued so as to include 
several of the most prominent foreign magazines. 

The issue of extra volumes to subscribers, on payment of 
a small fee per volume, has also continued to earn commen- 
dation from all interested, and yielded us the sum of ^^419.70 
for the year. We anticipate a considerable increase of 
revenue from this source in the future. 



l6 MERCANTILE LIBRARY REPORT. 

A large number of strangers have visited our rooms during 
the year, and 502 have received tickets granting them the 
freedom of the library for thirty days. 

The card catalogue is kept up to date, and affords a ready 
key to the contents of the library. Our financial condition 
will, probably, for some time to come, preclude the idea of a 
continuation of the printed catalogue ; until we are wealthier, 
the present plan must suffice. 

The building is in good condition, and is insured for 
;^6o,ooo. The remainder of our property is covered by pol- 
icies for ;^95,ooo, making, in all, ;^ 15 5,000. The companies 
holding risks are carefully selected, and the insurance well 
divided among them. The stores are all rented to good 
tenants, and the grand hall continues to yield a fair revenue, 
amounting to $4,602.38 net, an increase of 1(918.50 over the 
last year. 

The organ still remains in position, no satisfactory oppor- 
tunity to dispose of it having presented itself. A sale would, 
doubtless, have been effected in one instance, but, on meas- 
urement, the instrument proved to be too large for the space 
it was intended to occupy. 

We have received a number of valuable donations during 
the year, among them, deserving of special mention, are a 
collection of gold, silver, and copper coins, presented by Mr. 
David Bailey; and a number of autographs and other inter- 
esting relics, the gift of Mr. Thomas Dimmock. We are 
also indebted to Mr. J. W. Clemens for four book-cases and 
270 volumes presented to us. 

We were instructed, under resolution adopted by the 
association January 8, 1878, to reduce the valuation of our 
property to a more reasonable basis. The work has been 
done, and the following is a statement of the reductions 
made, viz. : 

Furniture, $8,510 60 

Fine arts, . 8.545 50 

Catalogues, ........ i»709 00 

Stage scenery, 870 00 

Gas reflectors, 9^5 55 

Total, $20,550 65 
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The stock account January i, 1878, aggregated $28$,- 
115.40. So that the reductions amount to somewhat over 
seven per cent of the whole.. We consider the present 
valuation as nearly correct as the nature of the case permits. 
Notwithstanding the large amount thus stricken from our 
books, the treasurer's report shows a decrease in stock 
account of only ;^i 1,233.46, thus giving us the gratifying 
assurance that we have gained ;^9,3I7.I9 during the year. 

Acting under authority of resolutions passed at the last 
annual meeting, and at a special meeting held March 4, 1878, 
the board of direction have funded ;^37,ooo of your debt on 
most favorable terms. They have given the notes of the 
association, secured by deed of trust on its real estate, for 
the whole amount, with six per cent interest, payable semi- 
annually, the outstanding notes falling due as follows : 



Vear. 






Interest 
notes. 


Principal 
notes. 


Total. 


fR»70 ^'* '*'*r\ r»r» 




$2,220 00 


XO79, 






«i/«>, attt\j \j\^ 




1880, 






2,100 00 


$4,000 00 


6,100 00 


I88I, 






1,860 00 


4,000 00 


5,860 00 


1882, 






1,620 00 


4,000 00 


5,620 00 


1883, 






1,380 00 


4,000 00 


5,380 00 


1884, 






1,140 00 


4,000 00 


5,140 00 


1885, . 






900 00 


4,000 00 


4,900 00 


1886, 






660 00 


4,000 00 


4,660 00 


1887, 






420 00 


4,000 00 


4,420 00 


1888, 






150 00 


5,000 00 


5,150 00 




$12,450 00 


$37,000 00 


$49,450 00 



Our object has been to arrange matters so that the whole 
debt may be conveniently paid in the course of ten years, 
out of the current resources of the association, without 
undue strain, or any greater impairment of the power of the 
association to carry out the objects for which it was created 
than is absolutely necessary. In order to render sure the 
liquidation of this debt, as far as it can, your board has also 
passed a resolution creating a sinking fund, which renders 
it obligatory on the treasurer to purchase a government bond 
of $\fyoo on the first days of January, April, July, and Octo- 
ber of each year, so as to prepare in advance for the 
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maturity of every note. This resolution has already gone 
into effect, and the sinking fund now contains one bond of 
;^i,ooo. As none of the principal of our debt falls due in 
1879, ^t ^s anticipated that no difficulty will be experienced 
in paying each instalment, as it falls due, from the resources 
provided by this fund, unless some unforeseen necessity or 
temptation should lead our successors to violate the pro- 
visions of the resolution creating it. 
Our whole debt is now — 

Secured by deed of trust, ...... $37,cxx) 00 

Due to Mercantile Library Hall Co., . . . A-i3^S 66 



Total, $41,365 66 

At the beginning of the year it was .... $45,465 66 

Showing a decrease of ;^4, 100, which has been paid off dur- 
ing the year. In addition to this, we paid ;^3,o64.55 interest, 
which is largely in excess of what we shall be called upon 
to meet under our present arrangements. We have no 
reason to expect our income for 1879 to be smaller than that 
of 1878, -and may rather hope for an increase; but if it even 
remains the same, we shall be able to apply a much larger 
sum to the purchase of books during the current year than 
has been possible during the one just passed. 

The fire which lately occurred so near us, and so seriously 
threatened our building, again calls attention to the great 
importance of a fire-proof building to contain and protect the 
treasures of literature and art which we have been accumu- 
lating for so many years. Their destruction would be a loss 
to the whole city, not to be measured by any mere pecuniary 
gauge. This building is now as well protected from fire as 
we know how to make it, but is not fire-proof. How to 
secure the erection of a suitable edifice is a question which 
has obtained the closest attention of successive boards of 
direction, but the means of carrying out the many plans 
devised still remain to be found. We can point out no 
method save that of an appeal to those who founded our 
library, for whose benefit it is primarily designed, and to 
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whom we look for our principal support, — the merchants of 
St. Louis; unless they, or some generous philanthropist, 
will come to our aid, we must continue to stand in daily 
peril of the loss of all that has cost so much time and 
labor to bring together, and which another generation would 
be required to replace if once destroyed. 

Since our last annual meeting one of our ex-presidents, 
Mr. John T. Douglass, a staunch and valued friend of the 
library, has been taken from us by death. Your board have 
already testified their sorrow and respect for his memory by 
resolutions adopted at a called meeting, January 22, 1878, 
which have been placed upon the records of the association, 
and are printed in the pamphlet containing the annual report 
for 1877. 

Having thus rendered to you the usual statement of our 
present condition and prospects, we desire, in conclusion, to 
urge each member of the association to assist us in increasing 
the number of our members. It is exceedingly small, in 
comparison with what it should be, and a little exertion on 
the part of each member would greatly benefit our finances, 
and by so doing enable us to give you back a tenfold return 
in more numerous books and better facilities for employing 
them for your pleasure and improvement. 

R. R. HUTCHINSON, President 
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LEST OF DONOKS-1878. 



BOOKS. 



American Institute of Min- 
ing Engineers, 

Anderson, Miss Mary 

Armstrong, Hon. D. H. 

Bandelier, A. F. 

Bell, Mrs. L. 

Bent, Silas 

Betts, Geo. C. 

Boston Board of Public 
Schools, 

Boston Public Library, 

Boudreaux, Rev. F. I. 

Brown & Hilder, 

Bush, Isidor 

Campbell, Robert A. 

Carter, Jno. H. 

Chicago Public Library, 

Clarke & Co., Robt. 

Clay, John 

Clemens, Mrs. Jas. B. 

Clemens, J. W. 

Cobden Club, London 

Cole, Hon. Nathan 

Crane, J. L. 

Dillon, John A. 

Fall River Public Library, 

Farmingham Town Library, 

Flint, Weston 

Gantt, T. T. 



Gitman, S. H. 

Globe Printing Company, 

Gray & Baker Book and Sta- 
tionery Company, 

Great Britain, Commissioners 
of Patents, 

Hanford, A. 

Harris, Wm. T. 

Harvard College Library, 

Hill, Rev. W. H. 

Holmen, John B. 

Hotze, C. L. 

Howgate, Henry W. 

Humphreys, Gen. A. A. 

King, Moses 

Lampton, Mrs. E. E. 

Leavitt & Co., Messrs. 

Luyties, H. C. G. 

McGrath, Hon. M. K. 

Missouri Medical Associa- 
tion, 

Missouri State University, 

Morgan, H. H. 

Moritz, Charles 

New York Produce Ex- 
change, 

Poole, Wm. F. 

Pulsifer, W. H. 

Ramsey, C. G. 
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LIST OF DONORS— Continued. 



St. Louis, City of 
St. Louis Evening Post Com- 
pany, 
Sanford, W. W. 
Shillaber, B. P. 
Spinzig, Dr. C. 
Stevens, B. F. 
Tice, John H. 
Topeka Library Association, 



Tracy, John H. 

United States Government, 

United States Interior De- 
partment, 

United States Ordnance De- 
partment, 

Vickers, Thomas 

Wyman Edward 

Yeatman, James A. 



CITY NEWSPAPERS. 



St. Louis 
St. Louis 
St. Louis 
St. Louis 
St. Louis 
St. Louis 
St. Louis 
St. Louis 
St. Louis 



Amerika. 

Anzeiger des Westens. 

Dispatch. 

Globe-Democrat. 

Journal. 

Post. 

Spirit. 

Times. 

Westliche Post. 



BOOK CASES, 
Clemens, J. W. 

PAMPHLETS. 



Allen, Thomas 
Astor Library, New York, 
Boston Public Library, 
Boston Young Men's Chris- 
tian Union, 
Broadhead, G. C. 
Burlington Fletcher Free Li- 
brary, 
Chicago Public Library, 
Chicago, St. Ignatius College, 
Chicago University, 
Cincinnati Public Library, 



Cincinnati Mercantile Li- 
brary, 

Cincinnati University, 

Congress, Library of 

Dayton Board of Education, 

Detroit Board of Education, 

Detroit Public Library, 

Fisher, M. M. 

Forshey, C. G. 

Germantown Friends Free 
Reading Room Library, 

Hager, Albert D. 
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LIST OF DONORS— Continued. 



Harris, Dr. W. John 
Hartford Young Men's In- 
stitute, 
Hartford College Library, 
Mississippi University, 
Missouri State University, 
Newton Free Library, 
New York General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen, 
New York Mercantile Li- 
brary, 
New York Young Men's 

Christian Association, 
Portland Library, 
Robertson, Rt. Rev. C. F. 



San Francisco Mercantile 
Library, 

St. Louis Art Society, 

St. Louis Board of Health, 

St. Louis Fair Association, 

Toledo Public Library, 

Triplett, John R. 

Waterhouse, S. 

Wilson, Jr., George 

Woman's Medical College of 
Pennsylvania, 

Woodward, C. M. 

Worcester Free Public Li- 
brary, 

Yale College Library. 



COINS, MEDALS, OLD PAPER MONEY, AUTO- 
GRAPHS, ETC 

Anderson, W. H. H. Rudd, Thos. S. 

Bailey, David Smith, Elon G. 

Daugherty, J. A. Wherry, J. A. 

Ewald, J. C. Whiting, Miss Lilian 
Morgan, H. H. 
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St. Louis Mercantile Libhart, 

S. W. Cor. Fifth and Locust Streets. 

TFMMS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

Any person engaged in mercantile pursuits as a profrIE- 
TOR may become an active mcmhi'i- by paying an initiation 
fee of FIVE DOLLARS and an annual subscription, payable in 
advance, of Pive oollars. 

Any person similarly engaged as a clerk, may become an 
active member by paying an initiation fee of tWoXoOLI-aks 
and an annual subscription of three dollaks. 

All other persons may become beneficiaribs by paying 
PivE DOLLARS; annually, in advance. 

LtPK Memuership, Fifty Dollars. 



THE LIBRARY 
Now contains fii'TV-oke TiiousANn volumes, tw wbicb all 
new works of general interest are added promptly, and in 
numbers proportionate to the demand. 



THE READING-ROOM 
Is regularly supplied with the principal newspapers and 
magazines, domestic and foreign. The Library and Reading- 
room are open from 9 A. M. to 10 P. m. from May to Novem- 
ber, antl from 10 \. m. tu lo v. m. from November to May. 



THE CHESS-ROOM 
Is free to all members, and open during library hours. 
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ASSOCIATION. 
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PRINTED FOR THE ASSOCIATION. 

1878. 
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OFFIOEES 



OF THB 



ST. LOUIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



FOR THE YEAR 1878. 



PRESIDENT: 

R. R. HUTCHINSON. 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

W. A. HARGADINE. 

SECRETARIES : 
Corresponding^ Recording, 

J. C. EWALD. W. L. SCOTT. 

TREASURER : 

THOMAS E. TUTT. 

DIRECTORS: 

J. R. TRIPLETT, J. J. CANTWELL, 

J. A. WHERRY, E. C. ROBBINS, 

JR. B. WHITTEMORE, C. C. MAFFITT, 

E. D. MEIER. 

ACTUARY AND LIBRARIAN: 

JOHN N. DYER. 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS : 
First, Second, 

MV. H. H. ANDERSON. J. A. YEATMAN. 

TAird, 

DAVID C. BALL. 

JANITOR : 

SAMUEL CLEGG. 

MESSENGER : 

H. McN. GOODE. 



CX)MMITTEES FOE 1878. 



WA YS AND MEANS : 

W. A, HARGADINE, J. J. CANTWELL, 

R. B. WHITTEMORE. 



LIBRARY AND READING-ROOM : 

J. A. WHERRY, J. C. EWALD, 

R. B, WHITTEMORE. 



BOOKS AND DONATIONS : 

W. L. SCOTT, J. R. TRIPLETT, 

J. C. EWALD, E. C. ROBBINS^ 

J. A. WHERRY. 



T. E. TUTT, 



LECTURES: 



E. D. MEIER. 



C. C. MAFFITT. 



HALL AND BUILDING : 

R. R. HUTCHINSON, * W. A. HARGADINE, 

J. R. TRIPLETT. 



PEESIDENTS OF THE ASSOOIATIO]Sr 

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7, ----- James E. Yeatman. 

1848-9, ----- Alfred Vinton. 

1850-1, - - - - - H. E. Bridge. 

1852, - - - - - Henry D. Bacon. 

1853, J. H. Alexander. 

1854-5, - - - - * - J. T. Douglass. 

1856, - - - - - - W.M. Morrison. 

1857, - - - I - John W. Luke. 

1858, - M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60, - - - - - J. B. S. Lemoine. 

1861, -- - - - - Alfred Carr. 

1862-3, John H. Beach. 

1864-5, Charles Miller. 

1866-7, George R. Robinson. 

1868-9, Lafayette Wilson. 

1 870-1, Richard M. Scruggs. 

1872-3, Charles Speck. 

1874-5, ----- Samuel M. Dodd. 

1876-7, ----- Edwin Harrison. 
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'' YEAR. 


PKKSIDENT. 


VICE-PRESIDENT . 


TllEJ^SUKER. 


REP. PECRETARY. 

J. A. Dougherty 


COR 


. 1846 


Jas. £. Yeatman 


L. M. Kennett 


R. K. Woods 


S. A 


. 1847 


Jas. E. Yeatman 


Alfred Vinton 


B. M. Benick 


R. W. Ayers 


s. A.; 


: 1848 
' 1849 
. 1850 
. 1851 


Alfred Vinton... 

Alfred Vinton 

H. E. Bridjre 


W . M. Morrison. « .... 
H. E. Bridge 


William H. Bice 

William H. Bice 

S. C. Stewart 


John Halsall 


R. M. 


W. P. Cowles 

C. B. Stinde 

J. A. Allen 


Edmui 


Edmund Bacon 

C. R. Stinde 

J. H. Alexander* . . . 


G. R. ] 


H. E.iBridire 


J. Wllmer Stlth 


G. R. ] 


. 1852 . 




Theo. Clark 




Henry D . Bacon 


J. H. Alexander 


J. Wllmer Stlth 


W.E. Sell* 


M. V.I 


. 1853 


J« H. Alexander 

J. T. Douglass 

J. T. Douglass 


J. T. Douglass 

B. M. Benick 


W.E. Sell 


A . Pearce 


M.V.I 


i 1854 


Thomas Brown 

Thomas Brown 


Jos. B. Larkln 

C. L. Bogers 


W . H. 


. 1855 


M.V.L. McClelland.. 


J. D. S 


. 1856 


W. M. Morrison 

JohnW. Luke.. 


AlexUMudd 

JohnW. Luke* 

L. H. Terry 


Edward P. Curtis 

Edward P. Curtis 

H. A. Conanl* 


J. D. Tavlor 


J. D. S 


. 1857 


L. C. Billon 


Geo. B 
J. Will 








. 1858 


M. V. L. McCleUand. 


J. B. S. Lemolne.... t 


Geo. H. Loker 


C. W. Marsh 


G. R. 


. 1869 


J. B. S. Lemolne 

J. B. S Lemolne 


R. H. Davis 


Samuel Copp, Jr 

S. H. Laflln 


JohnW. Clark 

Archie Boblnson 


Alfred 


. 1860 


B. H. Davis 


Alfred 


. 1861 


Alfred Carr 


C. W. Marsh 


B. M. Bunyan 


Archie Robinson 

H. C. Marston* 


Charlej 










. 1862 


John H. Beach 


Charles Miller 


JohnE. Yore 


H. C. Marston 


C.L.I 


. 1863 


John H. Beach 

Charles Miller 


Charles Miller 

Henrv Senter 


JohuE. Yore 

John E . Yore 


J. G. Catlln 


C. L. 1 


. 1864 


J. G. Catlln 


L. Will 


1866 


Charles Miller. ....... 


Henry Senter ^. 

L. Wilson 


John E. Yore 


W. A. Kingdon 

C. B. Goodin* 

C. R. Goodin. 


L. Will 


. 1866 


Grco. B. Bobtnson 


W. H. Thomf*on-T ... 


T. G. . 


. 1867 


Geo. B. Bohinson. . . . 

Lafiiyette Wilson 

Lafoyette Wilson 

B. M. Scruggs 


L. Wilson 


W. H. Thomson 

H. H. Wernse 


John H. Tracy 

John H. Tracy 


M. N. I 
M.N.I 


. 1868 


S. M. Dodd 


A. P. I 


. 1869 


8. M. Dodd 


H. H. Wernse 


John H. Tracy 


A. P. I 


. 1870 


Charles Speck ; 


H. H. Wernse^ 


JohnH. Tracy 


M. N. ] 


. 1871 


B. M. Scruggs 


Charles Speck. 


H. H. Wernse j. 


JohuH. Tracy 


M. N. ] 


1872 


Charles Speck 


James P. Fiske..^ 


B. B. Hutchinson 


JohnH. Tracy 


Joseph 


. 1873 


.Charles Speck.. 

Samuel M. Dodd.. 


James P. Piskef 

S.M. Dodd* 

W M. Smith. 


B. B. Hutchinson. .... 
B R. Hutchinson i 


John H. Tracy ,. 

G. W. Ware* 


Joseph 


1874 


G W. Ware 


M.S. T 




Samuel M. Dodd 


W. M. Smith 


B. B. Hutchinson 


0. W. Wart 


M. S.T 


1875 


Edwin Harrison 


W. L. Scott* 


. 1876 


Edwin Harrison 


B. B. Hutchinson. . . . 


J. H. McCluney 


W. L. Scott 


J.C.I 



Note.— Names In italics , resigned. Those marked 



THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 

OF THE 

ST. LODIS MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 

JANUARY 8, 1878. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, 1 

St. Louis, Januarys, 1878, * 

The thirty-second annual meeting of the St. Louis Mer- 
cantile Library Association was called to order by the 
president, Mr. Edwin Harrison. 

On motion, Capt. Silas Bent took the chair, and Messrs* 
Joseph Franklin and G. H. Loker, jr., were chosen secre- 
taries. 

The minutes of the thirty-first annual meeting were read 
and approved. 

The committee on ways and means submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was read and adopted : 

St. Louis, Jan^ary <?, /<?/<?. 
The committee on ways and means beg leave to report that they have 
examined the books and accounts of the association, and find the same 
correct, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all disbursements made. 

R. R. Hutchinson, 
J. J. Cantwell, 

Committee, 

The report of the treasurer was read by Mr. John R. 
Triplett, and accepted. 

The vice-president read the report of the president, which 
was accepted. 

Mr. Douglass called for the items of the expense account 
of the treasurer's report, which were then read by Mn 
Triplett. 
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Mr. Buchanan offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That that portion of the annual report which refers to the organ 
in the grand hall be referred to the incoming board, with instructions to act 
upon the recommendation of the report, as in their judgment may subserve 
the best interests of the association. 

Mr. Luke offered the following resolution : 

. Resolved, That the .board of direction for the ensuing year shall make it 
their special duty to revise the list of property belonging to the association, 
and place such values on the same as shall, in their judgment^ properly 
pertain to it 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Douglass moved that the thanks of the association be 
tendered to the president and board of direction for their 
services during the past year. 

Motion carried. 

A motion was made and adopted that the proceedings of 
this meeting be given to the papers for publication, and 
published in pamphlet form. 

Mr. J. J. Malecek moved that the names of those who 
actually subscribed to pay for the organ be incorporated in 
the report of the association. 

Mr. Luke moved that, during the next six months, the 
board of direction be instructed to consider the propriety of 
funding thirty thousand dollars (11 30,000) of the indebtedness 
of the association, and report to a special meeting. 

Mr. Lemoine offered an amendment that the board be 
authorized to fund |! 30,000 of the indebtedness, but after- 
wards withdrew his amendment, and the original motion was 
carried. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

SILAS BENT, 

Chairman. 



Joseph Franklin, ) ^ ^ • 
% ^^ ^ ' > Secretaries, 

G. H. LOKER, JR., > 



TREASUEER'S ANNUAL REPORT. 



St. Louis, January 8y 1878. 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the following 
report of my receipts and disbursements during the year 
ending December 31st, 1877, and also showing the present 
financial condition of the association, viz. : 

Exhibit " A " — Cash account 
Exhibit " B "—Balance sheet. 
Exhibit " C " — Profit and loss account. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Members of the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association : 

Gentlemen: — The thirty-second year of the existence of 
the St. Louis Mercantile Library Association has passed 
away, and to close its record it only remains for your board 
of direction to render to you an account of their steward- 
ship, and to lay before you the usual annual report of the 
condition and prospects of the association. Unfortunately 
we are unable to bring before you, as realized facts, all the 
bright anticipations of increased membership and decreasing 
indebtedness with which we commenced the year; the gen- 
eral gloom and depression spread so widely over our whole 
country have not failed to cast their shado\vs over us, and 
our efforts to gain new members, and even to retain the old, 
have been met only too frequently by monotonous repeti- 
tions of the statement of want of employment, poor pay, and 
necessity of economizing. 

The number of volumes added to the library during the 
year is 2,670, viz. : 

1,697 volumes purchased, costing . . . $5,814.50 
691 volumes presented, valued at . . . i»865.95 

Making a total of 49,155 volumes placed on our shelves 
at the opening of the year. 

The increase in the number of books purchased is greater 
than during any other single year in the history of the asso- 
ciation, with the exception of 1876, when the extraordinary 
opportunities presented by the sale of the Squiers. and other 
libraries induced an expenditure that would not have been 
justified except by the consideration that it was good policy 
to take advantage of such rarely-occurring opportunities; 
even at the cost of increasing our indebtedness. 
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The number of books issued during the year is 107,812^ 
which are classified as follows : 

History, 18,873 

Philosophy, 20,719 

Poetry and art, . . . . • • • • 9»944 

Fiction, 58,276 

Total, 107,812 

The percentage of each class is as follows : 

History, 17.6 

Philosophy, ........ 19.2 

Poetry and art, 9.3 

Fiction, 53.9 

The comparative smallness of the proportion of works of 
fiction issued is a favorable indication, it being less than that 
of any library in the United States, as shown by the reports 
of 1876 to which we have had access. 

Among the many valuable additions made to the library 
during the year, and worthy of special mention, are Discov- 
eries at Ephesus, by J. T. Wood ; History of Ceramic Art, 
by A. Jacquemart ; Tree and Serpent Worship, by J. Fer- 
gusson ; Thebes and its Temples, by W. Abney ; Etchings, 
by Wm. Unger ; Antiquities of Cyprus, by Cesnola ; Ency- 
clopedic des Beaux Arts Plastiques, by A. Demmin ; the 
Drainage of Lake Fucino; and Keramic Art in Japan, 
Many of these works are triumphs of typographic art, and 
add greatly to the attractiveness of our collection. 

The reading-room continues to maintain its position as 
one of the most pleasant features of the association, and 
full appreciation of its attractions is evidenced by the in- 
creasing number who make use of it. Its tables are kept 
well supplied with the best of the magazines and papers of 
the day ; nevertheless, we have found it advisable, in order 
to supply the demand for periodical literature, which it is 
not possible fully to meet without an expense which we can 
ill afford, to adopt the plan of procuring a considerable num- 
ber of the principal magazines, and issuing them to members 



MERCANTILE LIBRARY REPORT. 1 5 

of the library at the rate of five cents per week. The 
arrangement promises to be popular, and it is hoped that by 
its means we will be able to supply the call for this class of 
literature without taxing our resources, and even, in a short 
time, to make it a source of revenue. 

In order to meet the wishes of many who desire to take 
out several books at a time, the plan has been adopted of 
issuing extra volumes, charging for them at the rate of ten 
cents per week for each book or set of books, not exceeding 
three. This has proved a great convenience to readers, and 
the amount realized from this source is ample proof that it 
meets a want which has long existed. 

During the year, 624 visitors have availed themselves of 
the hospitable and liberal provisions of your by-laws per- 
mitting strangers, introduced by members, to make use of 
the rooms. 

In the course of several years our rolls have become 
encumbered by the names of a large number of persons 
who have forfeited the rights of membership by their failure 
to pay dues. 

At the request of the actuary, the board of direction, by 
resolution, has ordered all those names to be dropped, and 
that this year's report shall be made on the basis of actual 
paying members only. For this reason there appears a large 
apparent decrease of members, the number now being as 
follows : 

Honorary members, .... . . . 18 

Life members, ........ 669 

Proprietors, . . . . ' 469 

Clerks, . . . . 991 

Beneficiaries, i>039 

Total, .3,186 

This, when compared with the number reported last year, 
shows a large reduction, but, when we compare the actual 
paying membership, the account stands as follows ; 

1876 — 2,440 Members, yielding .... $10,303.75 
1877 — 2,410 Members, yielding .... 9,878.00 
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Which shows the true loss to be thirty members, a surprisingly 
small number, considering the adverse circumstances of the 
year. 

It seems passing strange that, in a city of the magnitude 
and boasted intelligence of St. Louis, so small a number of 
persons avail themselves of the great advantages and pleas- 
ures placed so cheaply and easily in their reach by our asso- 
ciation. It would be difficult to iSnd an investment yielding^ 
such large returns as the trifle demanded for membership, 
aad we urge upon every member of the association the im- 
portance of exerting his individual influence to induce others 
to join — benefiting the library, indeed, but at the same time 
yielding tenfold advantage to the individual. 

To enable us to keep pace fully with the requirements of 
the day, and free us from the pecuniary pinch which 
prevents so many desirable improvements, our membership 
should be at least doubled —^ a consummation that could be 
easily reached if each one would consider it his duty to exert 
himself, if only a little, in our behalf. 

BUILDING. 

We have been compelled to disburse a large sum for im- 
provement and repair of the building during the year. A 
considerable amount has been judiciously expended in alter- 
ations and additions to the stores, made necessary in order 
to secure and retain tenants. In addition to this we have 
constructed a new exit from the grand hall, in order to facil- 
itate escape in case of fire. The extremely solid construc- 
tion of the building, its constant occupancy and guardianship 
during the hours of public exhibitions, and the absence of 
all the stage machinery and inflammable materials that ren- 
der a theater so dangerous, gave ample guarantee, even 
before the improvements now completed, against peril to life 
from any probable fire. There is now, however, a broad and 
convenient exit from the north side of the hall to Locust 
street, which alone would enable an audience to escape in a 
very short time. The massive partition-wall dividing the 
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main staircases, on the south side, from the stores and library 
rooms, and extending through the building, is now solid from 
the ground to the floor of the hall, with the exception of the 
comparatively small openings necessary for entering the 
library. The whole building is^thus divided into two separate 
compartments, as it were, either one of which might burn 
without, for a long time, affecting the other, and each por- 
tion having its independent stairway from hall to street. 

There is now as near complete protection from danger to 
life by fire as can be demanded by the most exacting, and 
we may safely claim possession of one of the most secure 
places of public assemblage in the country. 

ORGAN. 

The grand organ has now been in position for a year. Its 
total cost, including expenses for altering the hall, was 
Jl2,492.8o, and its net revenue during the past year was |!69. 
As a piece of property the organ is valued by competent 
persons at |! 10,000. It was purchased by our association, 
assisted by individual donations, with the clear understand- 
ing that, if it should not prove a remunerative investment, it 
would be sold. As a source of revenue it has been an un- 
doubted failure, and it now becomes a question whether the 
interests of the association do not demand its removal. 

It would yield, no doubt, a large profit on its cost, amply 
vindicating the wisdom of the investment, and the coming 
spring, in view of the number of churches now being built, 
would be a favorable time to disposie of it. We therefore 
recommend that you empower the incoming board to sell 
the instrument, in case they shall deem it advisable to do so. 

In the course of the year several attempts were made by 
lady friends of the library to help our treasury by means of 
concerts — a plan which has proved successful more than 
once before. Owing to causes which could not be con- 
trolled, they were not financially a success. Your thanks 
are, nevertheless, due to the friends who so zealously endeav- 
ored to assist us. 

The changes in the building, incident to the construction 
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of the new exit from the hall, have placed sufficient space at 
the disposal of the librarian to enable him to find shelf-room 
for all books now on hand, as well as for all that we shall 
probably be able to purchase in the course of the coming^ 
year, so that we may safely put off until a more propitious 
season the consideration of any plans for obtaining addi- 
tional storage-room, or for changing the arrangement of the 
library rooms. The card catalogue has been diligently kept 
up, and affords a complete key to the treasures of the library 
from the date of publication of the printed catalogue down 
to the latest period. During the year an attempt was made 
to publish, from time to time, duly classified supplements,, 
containing lists of all books added to the library since the 
last issue, but their sale was so small as to render it unadvis- 
able to continue the experiment, so it was abandoned. 

The treasurer's statements, which have been read to you, 
show, in detail, the present condition of the association. A 
general falling off in receipts, the outlay for the organ,, 
together with other extraordinary expenditures deemed 
necessary or advisable by the board, render it less favorable 
than we had hoped at the beginning of the year, when every 
one felt justified in hoping for a revival of business and: 
consequent increase of income. 

We trust, however, that — no unforeseen occasion for expen- 
diture arising — a careful economy, and retrenchment wherever 
practicable, will result in a material decrease of our indebt- 
edness during the year 1878. 

Your attention is called to the valuations placed upon the 
property of the association, as shown in the treasurer's 
report. These were made years ago; circumstances have 
changed ; some things have depreciated. 

We therefore recommend that the next board of directioa 
be instructed to revise the books, and place such valuations 
on our property as shall correctly represent its worth. 

The management of the library has proved satisfactory,, 
as heretofore, and your thanks are due to the officers whose 
zeal and efficiency has been so long and thoroughly tested 
in your service. 

EDWIN HARRISON, President. 



— 19 — 

part of the purpose for which our trust was established to 
diffuse its benefits as widely as possible. The charter, the 
constitution, and the name of this association identify it 
with the mercantile classes of our city ; and as they receive 
the credit of its success, they owe it to themselves to leave 
no proper effort untried to constantly extend and strengthen 
an institution of which St. Louis is so justly proud. 

CATALOGUE. 

The supplement to the classified catalogue, of which the 
publication was commenced in April, was completed in 
August. It makes an octavo volume of 138 pages, and 
gives some 5,500 titles to the 4,500 volumes catalogued. 
It was made to conform in all respects to the classified 
catalogue of 1874, but it is the opinion of the librarian 
that a great many improvements are imperatively de- 
manded in the system of cataloguing. Our catalogue is 
incomplete because it fails to give every production of 
€very author under the author's name, and many of the 
classes have now grown so large as to need an index of 
subjects to guide the student. The classified catalogue, 
with its supplement and with the accessions continued in 
the card catalogue, is a vast improvertient over the solitary 
interleaved copy of the catalogue of 1858, which represented 
all that the library had done in cataloguing in sixteen years ; 
but a comparison with other libraries shows how much 
remains to be done before our valuable collection of books 
can be said to be catalogued. Under the most economic sys^ 
tem of cataloguing, other libraries average from two to two 
and three-quarter titles to each volume. Had the catalogue 
of 1874 been completed up to such a standard, it would have 
contained from 80,000 to 110,000 titles instead of the 35,000 
titles actually printed. While it would not be advisable, 
under the pressure of more important claims, to attempt such 
a catalogue, it would be neglecting an important feature of 
the library not to meet its constantly increasing require- 
ments in this respect. This has been done during the past 



LIST OF DONOES-1877. 



BOOKS. 



American Swedenborg Soci- 
ety, 

Bagly, Gov. 

Ball, David C. 

Baumgarten, F. W, 

Benet, Gen. S. V. 

Bent, Silas 

Bogy, Hon. L. V. 

Boston Public Library, 

Brazilian Government, 

Brink, McDonough & Co., 

British Commissioners of Pa- 
tents, 

Brooklyn Mercantile Library 
Association, 

Bush, Isador 

Campbell, R. A. 

Cincinnati Board of Educa- 
tion, 

Cincinnati Public Library, 

Claphe, A. J. 

Cobden Club, 

Cole, Hon. Nathan 

Collet, O. W. 

Conant, Chas. F. 

Dayton Public School Li- 
brary, 

Dillon, John A. 



Ernshand, Wm, 
Farrar, Benjamin 
Finotti, Jos. M. 
Fish, Hon. Hamilton 
Flagler, Col. D. W. 
Ford, S. H. 
Giverville, Comtesse de 
Harrington, A. K. 
Humphreys, Gen. A. A, 
Jerome, Geo. H. 
Jones, G. I., & Co. 
Judd, Max 
Keim, I. H. 
Kennett, Mrs. L. M. 
Lampton, Mrs. E. E. 
Leeds, J. W. 
Luyties, H. C. G. 
McCuUagh, J, B. 
McGrath, Hon. M. K. 
McNally, Dr. V. 
Mably, G. B., jr., 
Macmillan & Co., 
Massachusetts, State of 
Meysenberg, A. W. 
Missouri, State of 
Missouri Medical Assbciat^n, 
Morgan, H. H. 
Moritz, Charles 
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LIST OF DONORS— Continued. 
NewYork Mercantile Library Sandford, W. W. 



New York Produce Ex- 
change, 

Overstolz, Hon. Henry 

Quaritch, Bernard 

Ramsay, C. K. 

Relfe, W. S. 

Robbins, E. C. 

St. Louis Book and News 
Company, 

St. Louis Public School 
Board, 

Sabin, J.,& Sons, 



Simmons, E. C. 

Smith, Peter 

Snider, D. J. 

Tracy, John H. 

United States Government, 

United States Commissioner 

of Education, 
Waggaman, Mrs. G. G. 
Walsh, Julius S. 
Ward, E. 
Wiebe, J. F. 
Wright, C. D. 



PAMPHLETS. 



Astor Library, New York, 
Baltimore Mercantile Library^ 
Barnes, Gen/A.'K. 
Boston Athenaeum, 
Boston Public Library, 
Brooklyn Mercantile Library, 
Burlington Fletcher Free Li- 
brary,' 
Chicago Public Library, 
Cincinnati Mercantile Library 
Cincinnati PUblic Library, 
Cope, E. D. 
Judd, Dr. Homer 
Mechanics dnd Apprentices' 

Library, New York, 
New York General Society 
of Mechanics and Trades- 
men, 



NewYork Mercantile Library 
Philadelphia Library Com* 

pany, 
Philadelphia Mercantile Li- 
brary, 
St. Louis Board of Health, 
St. Louis Public School Li- 
brary, 
San Francisco Mercantile Li- 

brary, 
Smithsonian Institute, 
Society Library, New York, 
Vahderbilt University, 
Worcester Free Public Li- 

brary, 
Yale College. 
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those cases will be most crowded which ought to be most 
accessible. 

The demand for shelf-room is the most serious question 
which claims the attention of the association at this time. 
It is impossible to contemplate the ordinary growth of the 
library without realizing that the limit of piece-meal addi- 
tions has been reached, and that the time has come for a new 
departure. We would recommend that during the coming 
year a committee of your body should be appointed to pre- 
pare a report, with plans and estimates, covering all the 
questions involved in moving the library into the Grand 
Hall and changing the present library-room into stores, or 
otherwise providing new quarters or additional library space. 

CONCLUSION. 

It will be seen that during a year of exceptional dullness 
in all the interests on which the library depends, the asso- 
ciation has not only continued its usual career, but has dis- 
played unusual activity in every department, and has not 
hesitated to incur the heavy expenditures involved in such a 
course. While this course has been partly forced on us by 
the necessities of the library, it has for the first time in 
many years brought our expenditures to exceed our receipts. 
The association is abundantly able to stand the deficiency 
which has accrued, but the policy of consulting the con- 
venience of the members rather than the resources of the 
association can be justified only as long as we have a 
reasonable expectation of meeting one year's deficiency with 
another year's surplus. In other cities and in other libra- 
ries a lively and generous interest has been excited, which is 
building up such institutions with unprecedented rapidity. 
There has never been a time when more attention was paid 
to library management, or a more general enthusiasm shown 
in all matters connected with their success and prosperity. 
At such a time St. Louis should not lag behind, and the 
directors who may have charge of the magnificent collec- 
tion and endowment of the St. Louis Mercantile Library 
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Association hold their honorable office subject to the respon- 
sibility of always keeping the institution in the front rank of 
progress. 

Your attention is again called to the efficiency of the 
services of your librarian, Mr. John N. Dyer. Your Board 
of Direction are indebted to him for numerous valuable sug- 
gestions, and for his unremitting efforts to facilitate them in 
their labors in every way. Your thanks are due to him for 
the interest he has exhibited in your affairs, and to his 
assistants for their energy and gentlemanly attention to 
patrons of the library. 

EDWIN HARRISON, 

President. 
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LIST OF DONOES-1876. 



BOOKS. 



Baker, W. E. S., 
Baxter, Dr. J. H., 
Benet, Gen'l S. V., 
Bogy, Hon. L. V., 
Brazilian Government, 
British Com'rs of Patents, 
Carr, Lucien, 
Clarke, R., & Co., 
Dillon, John A., 
Giverville, Countess de. 
Fish, Hon. Hamilton, 
Hammond, Dr. W. A.; 
Harney, Gen*l W. S., 
Humphreys, Gen'l A. A., 
Hutchinson, R. R., 
Kehr, Hon. Edward C, 
Koerner, Hon. G., 
Lee, John, 
McCuUagh, J. B., 



McNally, Dr. V., 

Morgan, Horace H., 

New York Board of Health, 

New York Produce Exch'ge, 

Priest, John G., 

Ramsey, Charles G., 

Reynolds, Hon. Thos. C, 

Rodney, Marion R. L., 

Simpson, Gen'l J. H., 

Smith, A., 

Soule, Thomas & Wentworth, 

Stone, Hon. Wm. H., 

Treat, Mrs. Samuel, 

United States — 

Interior Department, 
Post-Office Department, 
State Department, 
Treasury Department, 
War Department. 



PAMPHLETS. 



Astor Library, New York, 
Baltimore Mercantile Library, 
Boston Public Library, 
Brooklyn Mercantile Library, 
Chicago Public Library, 
Cincinnati Mercantile Library, 
Cincinnati Public Library, 
New York Mercantile Library, 



Philadelphia Library Co., 
Philadelphia Mercantile Li- 
brary, 
Pittsburg Mercantile Library, 
St. Louis Pub. Sch'l Library, 
San Francisco Mercantile Li- 
brary, 
Smithsonian Institute. 



St. Louis Mercantile Library, 



S. W. Cor. Fifth 



THRMS OF MEilBRRSHW. 

Any person engaged in mercantile pursuits as a rRDPSiB- 
TOR may become an active mrmirr by paying aQ.initiMion 
tee of piVF. DOLtiRs and an annual subscription, payable.ili 
advance, of FIVR DOLUVRS. 

Any person similarly engaged M a CLElff may hecome,ao 
aclm- vimbtr by paying an initia^ fee ;l)f TWO DOi.FARS 
and an annual subscription of Tiiiian>oi.WB9. 

All other persons may become i^SEFtCJARIES by p.i' hhj 
FIVK HOLLARS, annually, in advance. 

Life Membership. Fifty Doli.afs. 



JIIIL LIBRARY 

Now contains fifty TiiotisANO volumes, to which all ntn 
works of general interest are added promptly, add in num- 
bers proportionate to tile demand. 



THE READING-ROOM 

Is regularly supplied with the principal newspaperrand ma| 
azines, domestic and foreign. The Library and KeadinJ 
room are open from 9 4. u. to io p. M. front W.ay 10 Noveltf 
. bcr, and from 10 *. M. to IO p. M. from November to May. 



1HE CHESS-ROOM 
Is free to all members, and open during librarya 
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NE WSPAPERS—ConHnued. 



Leavenworth, - 
Lexington (Mo.), 
Little Rock, - 
Louisville, - 
Marshall (Co.), 
Memphis, - 
Memphis, 
Milwaukee, 
Mobile, - 
Montgomery, 
Montreal, 
Montreal, - 

Nashville, 
New Orleans, 
New Orleans, - 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
New York, 
Oakland, - » - 
Omaha, - 
Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, - 
Pittsburg, - 
Pittsburg, 
Richmond, - 
Richmond, - 
St. Charles, 



Times. 

- Intelligencer (weekly). 
Arkansas Gazette. 

- Courier-Journal. 
Times (weekly). 

- Appeal. 
Avalanche. 

- Sentinel. 
Register. 

- Advertiser. 
Gazette. 

- Herald and Daily Commercial 

Gazette. 
American. 

- Picayune. 
Times. 

- Courier des Etats Unis. 
Evening Post. 

- Graphic. 
Herald. 

- Home Journal (weekly). 
Journal of Commerce. 

- Sun. 
Times. 

- Tribune. 
World. 

- Transcript. 
Herald. 

- North American and United 

States Gazette. 

- Press. 
Times. 

. Commercial. 
Gazette. 

- Enquirer. 
Dispatch. 

- Cosmos (weekly). 
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NEWSPAPERS— ConHniud. 



St Joseph, 


- 


Gazette. 


St. Louis, - 


- 


Amerika. 


St. Louis, 


- 


Anzeiger des Westens. 


St. Louis, - 


- 


Comercio del Valle (monthly) 


St. Louis, 


- 


Dispatch. 


St. Louis, - 


- 


Globe-Democrat. 


St. Louis, 


- 


Herald (weekly). 


St. Louis, - 


r- 


Journal. 


St. Louis, 


- 


Republican. 


St. Louis, - 


- . 


Republique (weekly)* 


St. Louis, 


- 


Times. 


St. Louis, - 


- 


Westliche Post. 


St. Paul, 


m^ 


Pioneer Press. 


San Francisco, - 


- 


Alta California. 


San Francisco, 


-. 


Examiner (weekly). 


Santa Barbara, - 


- 


Index (weekly). 


Savannah, 


- 


Advertiser. 


Savannah, - 


- 


Morning News. 


Springffield (Mass.), - 


- 


Republican. 


Toronto, 


- 


Globe. 


Washington, - 


- 


National Republican. 


Washington, 


- 


Congressional Record. 


Washington, - 


- 


Union. 




FOREIGN. 




GREAT 


BRITAIN. 


Belfast, 


- 


Northern Whig (weekly). 


Dublin, - - - 


- 


Express. 


Dublin, 


- 


Freeman's Journal. 


Edinburgh, 


- 


Scotsman (weekly). 


Glasgow, - 


- 


Herald (weekly). 


Liverpool, 


- 


Mercury (weekly. 


London, 


- 


Times. 


London, 


- 


Pall Mall Gazette. 




BELGIUM. 


Brussels, 


- 


Independance Beige. 
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OFFIOEES 



OF THX 



MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

FOE THE TEAE 1877. 



PRESIDENT: 
EDWIN HARRISON. 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 
R. R. HUTCHINSON. 

SECRETARIES: 
Corresponding, Recording, 

J. C. EWALD. W. L. SCOTT. 

TREASURER : 

J. H. McCLUNEY. 

DIRECTORS: 

W. H. PULSIFER, C. W. BARSTOW, 

J. A. WHERRY, J. J. CANTWELL, 

J. W. DONALDSON, J. R. TRIPLETT, 

E. C. ROBBINS. 

ACTUARY AND LIBRARIAN: 
JOHN N. DYER. 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS: 
First, Second, 

W. H. H. ANDERSON. J. A. YEATMAN. 

Third, 

DAVID BALL. 

JANITOR: 
SAMUEL CLEGG. 



St. Louis Mercantile LiBMff 




S. W. Cor. Fifth and Locust Stkehts. 



TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. 



Any person engaged in niercantile pursuits as a proprie- 
tor may become an active numhtr by paying an initiation 
fee of FIVE DOLLARS and an annual subscription, payable in 
advance, of five dollars. 

Any person similarly engaged as a clerk may become an 
active member by paying an initiation fee of two dollars 
and an annual subscription of three dollars. 

All other persons may become beneficliries by paying 
FIVE DOLLARS, annually, in advance. 

Life Membership, Fifty Dollars. 



THE LIBRARY 

Now contains FOR'iT-SEVEN thousand volumes, to which all 
new works of general interest are added promptly, and in 
numbers proportionate to the demand. 



THE READING-ROOM 
Is regularly supplied with the principal newspapers and mag- 
azines, domestic and foreign. The Library and Reading- 
room are open from 9 a. m. to 10 p. m. from May to No- 
vember, and from 10 a. m.'Jo 10 p. m. from November tfl 
May. 



THE CHESS-ROOM 
Is free to all members, and open during library hours. 
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EDWiN HARRISON, R. R. HUTCHINSON, 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7 JAMES E. YEATMAR 

1848-9 ALFRED VINTON. 

1850-1 H E. BRIDGE. 

1852 HENRY D. BACON. 

1853 ..J. H. ALEXANDER. 

1854-5.... J. T. DOUGLASS. 

1856 W. M. MORRISON. 

1857 JOHN W. LUKE. 

1858 .....M. V. L. McClelland. 

1859-60 J. B. S. LEMOINE. 

1861 ALFRED CARR. 

1862-3 JOHN H. BEACH. 

1864-5 CHARLES MILLER. 

1866-7 GKORGE R. ROBINSON. 

1868-9 LAFAYETTE WILSON. 

1870-1 RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 

1872-3..^ CHARLES SPECK. 

1874-5 SAMUEL M. DODD. 



TRUSTEES. 



JAMES E. YEATMAN. 
JOHN T. DOUGLASS. 
JOHN H. BEACH. 
RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 
J. B. S. LEMOINE. 



BOJLi^iDS o: 



YEAR. 


PKESIDENT. 


VICB-PRBSIDBST. 


TREASURER. 


REC. SECRET.iRY. 


COR. 


1846 
1847 
1848 


Jas. E: Yeatman 

Jas. K Yeatman 

Alfred Vinton 


L. M. Kennett 

Alfred Viuton 

W. M. Morrison 

H. E. Bridge 


R. K. Woods 

R. M. Renick 

William H Rice 

William H. Rice 

S. C. Stewart 


J. A. Dougherty 

R. W. Aycrs 

John Halsall 


S. A. B 
S. A. f 
R. M. B 


1849 


Alfred Vinton 


W. P. Cowles 

C. R. Stinde 


ridinun 


1830 


H. E. Bridge 


Edmund Bacon 

C R. Stinde 


(;. R I 


1^51 


H. E. Bridge 


J. Wilmer Stith 

J. Wilmer Stith 

W. E.Sell 

Thomas Brown 

Thomas Brown 

Edward P. Curtis 

Kdward P. CurtU 

H. A. Conant* 


.T A Allen 


G R 1 


1S62 


Henry D. Bacon 

J. H. Alexander 

J. T. Douglass 


J. H. Alexander* 

J. IL Alexander 

J. T. Douglass 

R M Renick 


Theo. dark 

W. E. Sell* 


M. V. L 


1833 


A, P« arce 


M. V. L 


1854 


Jas. R Larkin 

C L. Rogers 

J. D. Taylor . . 


W. II. ( 


1^55 


J. T. Douglass 


M. V. L. Mc<^:lelland... 
A' zit Mwld 


J. D. St 


1856 


W. M. Morrison 

John W. Luke 


J D. 6 


1857 


JohnW. Luke* 

L. H. Terry 

J. B. S. Lemoine 

R. H. Davis 


L C. Billon 

C. W. Marsh 

John W.Clark 

Archie Robinson 

Archie Robinson 

H. C. Marston* 


Geo. R 
J. Will 




M. V.L. McClelland... 

J. B. S. Lemoine 

J. B. 8. Lemoine 

Alfred Carr 




1858 
1859 


Geo. H. Loker. 

Samuel Copp, jr 

S. H. Laflin 


G. R. V 
Alfred 


1860 


R. H. Davis 

C. W. Marsh 

Charles Miller 

Charles Miller 


Alfred 


lt>61 


B. M. Runyan 


Charles 




John H. Beach 


John E. Yore 




1862 


H. C. Marston 


C. L. T 


1863 


John H. Beach 


John E. Yore 

John E. Yore 

.Tohn E Yore 


J. G. Catlin 


C. L. T 


1864 


Charles Miller 


Henry Senter 


J. G. Catlin 


L. Wila 


1865 


Charles Miller 


W. A. Kinqdon 


L. Wilj 


1866 


Geo. R. Robinson 

Geo. R. Robinson 

l-afayette Wilson 

Lafayette Wilson 

R. M. Scrugirs 


L. Wilson 


W. H. Thomson 

W. H. Thomson 

H. H. Wernse 

H. H. Wernse 

H. H. Wernse 


C. R. Goodin* 

C. R.Gooain 

John H.Tracy 


T. a. I 


1867 


L.Wilson 


M. N. ] 
M. N. 1 


1868 


S. M. Dodd 


John H. Tracy 


A. P. S 


1869 


S. M. Dodd 


John H. Tracy 

John H.Tracy 


A. P. I 


1870 


Charles Speck 


M. N.] 


1871 


R. M. Scruirsrs 


Charles Speck 


H.H. Wernse 


John H.Tracy 

John H. Tracy 

John H. Tracy 


M. N. ] 


1872 


Charles Speck 


James P. Fiske 

James P. Flskef 

S. M. Dodd* 

W. M. Smith 


R. B. Hutchinson 

R. R. Hutchinson 

R. R. Hutchinson 

R. B. Hutchinson 


Joseph 


1873 


tf^Via-i>1aa fino/*lr 


Joseph 


v^naries opcOK 

Samuel H. Dodd 

Samuel M. Dodd 


G. W. Ware* 


1874 


G. W. Ware 


M.S. \l 


1875 


IV. M. Smith 


G. W Ware 


M.&\^ 


Edwin Harrison* 


W. L. Scott* 











Note.— Names in italics, resigned. Those mark 
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DIRECTORS. 



John (J. Tevis, W. M. Morrison, Peter Powell, George K. Budd, Alex. Peterson, Rob- 
ert Barth, Joseph F. Franklin. 

John H. Simpson, Wm. M. Morrison, R. D. Van Nostrand, C. Enness, John Keyes, 
John Halsall, F. hWotiJr , J. C. Calwit.* 

A. Osgood, R. M. V. Kercheval, O. R Robinson, J. Morrlsse, S. N. Kellogg, J. T. 
Chappell,0. W. Child. 

L. C. Clark. R. M. V. Kercheval, C. llay wood, R. 0. McAllister, John Sharp, C. B. 
Burnham, f. R. Stinde. 

R. H. Davis, R. D. Van Nostraud, J. A. Allen, R. C. McAllister, J. Tildea, Jere C. 
Reynolds, C. Haywood. 

J. H. Alexander, R. C, McAllister. J. H. Avery, C. G. Helfenotein , J. TUden, R M. 
Nisbet • H. D, Van Mstrand, J. T. Douglass,* M. V. L. xMcClelland. 

J. T. Douglass, J. O'Neil, C. E. King, W. B, HaU, J. H. Avery, C. Enslin, Solon 
Humphreys. H. W. Birge * 

Solon Humphries, R. D. Van Nostrand, J. J. Cartledge, John Goodin, 0. E. King, 
W. H. Oilman, H. W. Birge. 

John Goodin, A. Pearce, J J. Cartledge, J. Smith, jr., G. P. Doan, R. B. Whittei 
more, //. IK Hirge, C. M. McClung.* 

J. H. Larkin, G. P. Doan, J. Smith, jr., C. M. McClung, G. Collier, A. M, Waterman, 
J. H. McCulloch. 

L. H. Terry, J. O. .\lter, J. W. stlth, C. B. King, J, W. Luke, A. H. Smith, G. R. 
Baker, W. D. W. Barnard,* J. B S. Lemolne.* 

J. B. S. Leraoine, J. D. Taylor, J. Christopher, W. F. Roever, A. H. Smith, C. F. 
Vanderfijrdt Aug, Knight, S. R. Clark,* A. O. Grubb.* 

J. Christopher, J. A. Brownlee, R. H. Davis, F. R. Alexander, S. R. Clark, Sol, Scott, 
jr , G. W. Tracy, L Kingsland.* 

€alvin W. Marsh, John H Siegrist, Sol Scott, jr., I. V. W, Dutcher, F. R. Alexander, 
W. C. Buchanan, L. Kingsland. 

George D. Hall, John H Siegrist, John D. Lapsley, C. W. Marsh, Colton Green, C. 
C Ferguson, John H. Beach. 

John H. Beach, George D. J/all, W. A. MofTett,* J. R. Evans, Daniel Gilchrist, O. B. 
Filley, C. W. Kei^er, H. C. Marslon, John E. Yore.* 

VV. A. Moflfett. Jas. S. Wilgus, Henry Senter, O. B. Filley, G. W. Parker, J. M. Han- 
son, John R. Lionberger. 

Henry Senter. John J. Lionberger, John Whittaker, 5. W. Barber, Samuel M Dodd,* 
J. M. Hanson, Geo. W. Parker, O. U. FUley, John H. Seigrist.* 

Joho R. Lionberger, John Whittaker, Hcnrg SetUer, J. M. Hanson, S. M. Dodd, John 
Bogg.* Wallace Delafield, W. H. H. Pettus. 

C. R Stinde, Edward Wilkerson, R. D. Van Nostrand, S. M. Dodd, Wallace Dela- 
field, W. H. H. Pettus, M. N Burchard. 

C. R Hinde, Jid. Wilkerson, R. D Van Nostrand, S. M. Dodd, Theo. G. Meier, J. S. 
Walsh, L Fusz,* B. W. Lewis, jr., M. N. burchard. 

Theo. G. Meier, R. M. Scruggs, H. T. Simon, Julius S. Walsh, R. W. Church, Jas. 
N, Norris, Henry A, 'Irue, Andrew Wilson.* 

R. M. Scruggs. Henry T. Simon, L. A. Moffett, R. W. Church,* J. N. Norris, C. R. 
Garrison, Van Leer Runyan.* 

R. M. Scruggs, L. M. Moflfeit,C. R. Garrison, James P. Fiske, Chaiies Speck, John S. 
J. Miller. 

J. P. Firike, Fred Hawes, Frank Carter, R. M, Scruggs, Charles Speck, J. S. J. Miller, 
Henry T. Simou, Lorraine F. Jones,* James O. Carson.* 

John S. J. Miller. Henry T. Simon, Frank Carter, Walter M. Smith, A. W. Mitchell, 
W. S. Stewart, J. C. Ewald. 

John S. J. Miller, Walter M Smith, W. S. Stewart, A. W. Mitchell. J. C. Ewald, Chas. 
'E. Barney, L. E. Alexander. 

W. S. Stewart, L. E Alexander, W. M. Samuel, P. C.Maffitt, C. E. Barney, W H. 
Waters, W. B. Haseltine. 

W. S. Stewart, W. H. Waters. H. 8. Brown, P. C Maffiit, W. B. Haseltlne, J. A. 
Water worth, W. M Samuel. 

Edwin Harrison, W. H. Pulsifer,* J. B. Maude, H. S. Brown, J. H. McCluney, A. B. 
Cheever, J. A. Water worth, J. A. W^herry. 



LIBRARIAN. 



Joslah Dent. 
William Allen. 
William P. Curtis. 
WiUiam P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P.Curtis. 
WUliam P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Cuxtia. 
William P.Curtis. 
William P.Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 

Ed. W. Johnston. 
Ed. W. Johnston. 
Ed. W. Johnston. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John ^. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dye». 
John N. Dyer. 



K * were elected by the Board to fill vacancies, f Died. 
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THIRTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 




t. Jmh m\tmi\k %\h\m l$$0^tatt(rtt» 



T-AJfcTTT-Aj*-sr li, ie7e. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, 
St. Louis, January 11, 1876. 



} 



The Thirtieth Annual Meeting of the St. Louis Mercantile Library 
Association was called to order by S. M. Dodd, Esq., President. 

On motion, Mr. John H. Beach was nominated Chairman, and 
Messrs. John R. Triplett, and Wm. H. Tivy, Secretaries of the meeting, 
and unanimously elected. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were then read, and, on 
motion, adopted. 

The Committee on Ways and Means then submitted the following 
report : 

St. Louis, January 10th, 1876. 

The Committee on Ways and Means begs leave to report, that they 
have examined the books and accounts of the Association, and find the 
same correct, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all disburse- 
ments made. 

John B. Maude, ) ^ 

John H. McCluney, J ^^^^«««- 

On motion, same was received and adopted. 

Mr. R. R. Hutchinson, Treasurer of the Association, then submitted 
and read his report of the financial condition of the Association, which, 
on motion, of Mr. Charles Miller, was accepted. 
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The President, Mr. S. M. Dodd, submitted and read the report 
of the Board of Directors for the year ending December 31st, 1875, 
giving a full statement of the receipts, disbursements, and' operation of 
the Association. 

On motion of Mr. Kichard M. Scruggs, the report was received and 
unanimously adopted, 

Capt. J. W. Luke offered the following resolution, which was, on 
motion, adopted : 

Resolved^ That the successful administration of the affairs of the 
Mercantile Library Association during the past year, notwithstanding 
the exceeding stringency of the times, is fully exemplified in the reports 
of its condition which have been submitted to this meeting; and in 
return for the faithful services of the President and Board of Directors, 
which they have freely given to advance the welfare of the Association, 
we tender to them our warmest thanks, and congratulate them upon the 
success their labors have merited. 

Mr. J. H. Alexander offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished to the 
city papers for publication, and that one thousand copies of the Annual 
Report, including these proceedings, be printed for gratuitous distribu- 
tion. 

Mr. J. W. Donaldson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That as a number of officers for the coming year are tQ be 
elected, that nominations be made at this meeting. 

Same was duly seconded by Mr. E. C. Bobbins. 

Mr. J. H. Alexander moved to lay the resolution on the table, which 
was carried. 

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion of Mr. Alex- 
ander, adjourned. 



J. H. BEACH, Chairman, 



JnO. B. TrIPLETT, 1 cy * ' 

' >• /Secretaries, 
W. H. TivY, i 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Members of the St. Louts Mercantile Library Association : 

Gentlemen : — 

In accordance with our annual custom, the Board of Directors have 
the honor to submit to you the following report of the condition of the 
Mercantile Library, under their management during the thirtieth year 
of its existence. 

While the history of the past year has been marked by substantial 
progress, we have to regret that its prosperity haa not escaped from the 
effects of the general depression of business. It could hardly be other- 
wise with an institution dependent entirely upon its current resources, 
and consequently identified with the prosperity of the community. Not- 
withstanding this drawback, we have the gratification of pointing to an 
increase in membership and in books, and in the number of volumes 
issued : this last feature being at once a test and a recognition of the 
value of the Library. 

FINANCES. 

In the Treasurer's report, which is herewith submitted, will be found 
a detailed statement of the receipts and expenditures of the year. A 
summary of the statement shows that the receipts were : 

From memberships, $11,133 25 

" rente, 17,725 30 

" other sources, 1,762 99 

Total, 630,621 54 

The expenditures have been : 

For books, newspapers, periodicals, salaries, bonds payable, 

bills payable, and binding, . - - - $17,508 30 

Interest, insurance, light, fuel, hall expenses, and repairs to 

building, 9,818 76 

All other expenses, 2,911 67 

Total, .-,..--- 830,233 73 
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The Treasurer's report also shows that last year the receipts from 
memberships fell short of those of the previous year by $1,091.50. 
This falling off is due partly to an increase in the amount of delinquent 
dues, and partly to the fact that in the previous year the receipts had 
been increased by a subscription of ?500 from Washington University 
for Life Memberships. 

It will further appear that our indebtedness has been reduced by more 
than $5,000, and our liabilities are now in such a condition that they 
will be met at maturity, or renewed by the holders until finally can- 
celed. 

By the failure of the St. Louis Piano Manufacturing Company, our 
Association lost $510 rent due on the store under lease to it. A small 
percentage of this loss may be recovered from the assignee in bank- 
ruptcy, 

LIBKARY AND READING ROOM. 



The total number of volumes now in the Library is 43,915; the cor- 
responding number for the previous year was 42,013, showing an increase 
of 1,902 volumes. Of this increase 1,599 volumes have been acquired 
by purchase, and 303 volumes by donation. 

The following table shows the annual increase during the past ten 
years : 

Volumes added during the year 1865, . - . . 2,642 

" '' '^ '' " 1866, 2,057 

" " 1867, ... - 1,900 

'^ " ^' " 1868, 1,304 

" " '* " " 1869, . . - . 1,428 

'' " " " 1870, 1,415 

" " 1871, .... 2,145 

" " " " " 1872, 4,364 

" . '• " " " 1873, .... 1,278 

" " " " " 1874, 1,573 

^' " 1875, . - - . 1,902 

In the purchase of books we have followed the traditional policy of 
the Association in keeping pace with the best current literature of the 
age. We have also made a very important addition to the Library in 
the shape of a valuable selection of medical works, and have largely 
increased our list of the standard authors in French and German. 
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Daring the year 11^9,050 volames have been issued from the Library, 
an increase of G,875 volumes over the previous year. 

The following table shows the number of volumes issued annually 
during the past ten years : 

No. of Vols. 

During the year 18G5, 62,410 

" " " 1866, 80,225 

** " " 18G7, 88,247 

" " '- 1868, 97,071 

« " " 1869, 103,500 

« " '^ 1870, 105,375 

■ " '■' " 1871, 110,950 

" " " 1872, 116,025 

" " '' 1873, 122,896 

« " " 1874, 132,175 

" « " 1875, 139,050 

During the year we have issued 805 visitors* tickets to non-residents 
introduced by members and subscribers, giving the holders the full ben- 
efita of the Library and Reading- Room for tlie term of four weeks. 

Our alphabetical and classified Card Catalogue contains the titles of 
all books added since the publication of the printed Catalogue of 1874. 
By publishing a supplement to the printed Catalogue as often as may 
be found necessary, this Card Catalogue will answer all the needs of the 
Library for years to come. All visitors have free access to it, and it has 
proven a most valuable assistance to the patrons of the Library. A large 
number of the printed Catalogues still remain on our hands, and with a 
view of disposing of them, we have put them at a price which should 
induce each member of the Library to purchase a copy, if only as a guide 
to general literature. 

The appearance of the Library has been greatly improved by the 
removal of the old cocoa matting, and the substitution of a handsome 
Linoleum cloth on the floor. This improvement has the additional 
advantage of freeing the library from the dust which was so unpleasant 
to visitors and so injurious to the books. 

MEMBERSHIPS. 

It is to be regretted that the increase in the number of members has 
not kept pace with the growth of the city, nor with the increase in our 
facilities for ftirnishiug reading matter. While this is, of course, due to 
the dullness of the times, it is only proper to say that there is no other 
way in which so much refined and elevated pleasure can be secured for 
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so smaJl an outlay as by becoming a member of this association ; nor is 
there any family so poor that it is unable to meet this modest expense. 
We believe that, by a determined and united effort, a large increase in 
the membership could be secured, and that the support of the Library 
could at least keep pace with the growth of the city. 

During the year we have enrolled 578 new members, making our total 
membership at this date 4,641, viz : 

Honorary Members 18 

Life Members 663 

Proprietors - 725 

Clerks 1,595 

Beneficiaries 1,640 

Total 4,641 

The withdrawals during the year, caused by death, removals from the 
city, and other causes, number 383, leaving us a net gain of 195 members. 

We are called on to mourn the loss, by death, of the Hon. Hudson E. 
Bridge, who had been connected with your Association from the begin- 
ning, and who was its third President, serving during the years 1850 
and 1851, while this building was in course of erection. He labored 
most earnestly in your cause, and his prophetic vision at that time fore- 
saw the growth and fixture magnitude of the city, and the greatness of 
the Mississippi Valley, as well as the importance of the work to be 
accomplished by your Association. In recognition of his devoted efforts 
and valuable services, your Board of Directors have caused the following 
memorial page to be inserted in the records of the Association : 




Whereas, It has pleased Almighty Ood to remove from his sphere 
of nsefiilness on earth 



HON. HUDSON E. BRIDGE, 

Who was the third President of the St. Louis Mercantile Library 
Association, and always, from its inception, an active and substantial 
friend, 

It is deemed by the President and Directors proper that official 
expression of the regret which they all feel personally at his death, 
should appear upon our minutes ; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of Hon. Hudson E. Bridqe, St. 
Louis has lost an honored and respected citizen; the mercantile 
community an upright and brilliant member; his family a kind and 
revered husband and father ; the association a valued friend ; that 
the officers of this association point to his record as a merchant and 
a man, and ask the younger members of the mercantile community to 
emulate his example, in following the strict line of business integrity 
and the practice of all manly virtues. 



WALTER M. SMITH, 
R. R. HUTCHINSON, 
H . S. BROWN, 
S. M. DODD, 



Committee, 
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LECTURES AND READINGS. 

Your Association having decided to abandon the '^ Lecture System/' 
after a long and expensive trial, we have adhered to that decision. A 
single exception was made, when, on the 30th of March last, bv invita- 
tion of the Lecture Committee, Miss Charlotte Cushman gave a dramatic 
and poetic reading. The experience of Lyceums and Lecture Associa- 
tions has vindicated our wisdom in abandoning this special feature. 

HALL AND BUILDING. 

The Hall and Building have been kept in good repair, and your entire 
property is well insured in good and responsible companies. The rentals 
from the Grand Hall the past year have fallen oflf ^230, as compared 
with the previous year. In this connection, it may be well to state that 
an effort is being made by some of our fellow-citizens especially inter- 
ested in the progress of music, to place in the Hall a grand organ, 
according to the specifications published in the daily papers. Your 
Board of Directors have, under certain conditions, subscribed $2,OUO 
towards the cost of this organ, deeming it ot the utmost importance to 
your Association, as well as to the city, that the project should be suc- 
cessful. 

Our city contains a large population who love and appreciate music, 
and it is entirely within the purposes of your Association to assist in 
developing an art which adds so muck to the pleasure and refinement of 
all. Our friends who are directly interested in the advancement of 
music are laboring heartily to ensure the success of this prcject. We 
trust that their efforts will meet with your approval and assistance, and 
that the pecuniary aid which alone can secure a speedy accomplishment 
of their object will not be wanting. When completed, the organ will 
become the exclusive property of your Association, and will be the means 
of largely increasing the revenue from the Hall. 

TRUSTEES. 

In compliance with the requirements of the amended Charter, the 
real estate of the Association has been put in the control and manage- 
ment of the following Board of Trustees, chosen at your last annual 
meeting, viz : Messrs. James E. Yeatman, John T. Douglass, John H. 
Beach, R. M. Scruggs and J. B. S. Lemoine. 
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NEW BUILDING. 

The question of a new location and more suitable building, which has 
been agitated for some years past, has not been considered to any extent 
by your Board, but they trust that the time is not far distant when the 
return of business prosperity will enable our liberal-minded citizens to 
contribute towards the erection of such an edifice as our necessities 
require, and we earnestly recommend that steps be taken towards that 
end, when such time arrives. 

' CONDITION OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

It seems to be the general impression in the community that your 
Association is wealthy, and needs no aid nor contributions, from any 
source But we desire to impress upon our fellow-members and the 
public that this is not the case, and that it is only through constant effort 
that we may expect to grow in the future, so as to keep pace with what 
has been done in the past. The present condition of the Association 
and the success it has achieved, are due not entirely to the subscriptions 
of the members, but to the generosity and the earnest zeal of those who 
labored for the institution at the beginning. When we look back to 
their efforts, and remember what we owe to them, it should cause every 
member to work with renewed energy, and to do all in his power to en- 
hance the success of this Association. It has amply repaid every 
assistance that has been given to it, and it has largely contributed 
towards the prosperity of our city, by developing the taste and increasing 
the knowledge which leads to success in life. 

Let us not lose sight of the fact that this work has beeen handed 
down to us for our care and protection ; that it is an inheritance which 
we cannot prize too highly, and we should cherish it as one of the 
greatest of boons. 

To your Librarian and Actuary, Mr. John N. Dyer, your thanks are 
due, for his unceasing devotion to all of your interests. Much credit is 
also due to his assistants, for the faithful discharge of their duties. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board. 

S. M. DODD, President. 



List of Donof^. 



BOOKS. 



Chas. H. Turner, 

U. S. Government, 

State of Missouri, 

" Cobden Club," London, 

Wright Schaumburg, 

Gen. W. T. Sherman, 

St. Louis Book and News Co., 

John A. Dil'on, 

Mercantile Library, Baltimore, 

A. A Humphreys, 

S. N. Sapp, 

St. Louis Democrat Company, 

Charles G. Ramsey, 

Hon. L. 



Dr. G. J. Engelmann. 

Dr. H. S. Chas« 

Gov. John J. Bagley, 

Charles H. Rowland, 

C. V. Riley, 

John S. Marmaduke, 

V. McNally, 

J. K. Barnes, 

P. Cudmore, 

Mercantile Library, San Francisco, 

J. R. Meeker, 

Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Gt)vernment of Great Britain, 

V. Bogy. 



PAMPHLETS. 



Baltimore Mercantile Library, 
Boston Mercantile Library, 
Boston Public Library, 
Brooklyn Mercantile Library, 
Cincinnati Public Library, 
Cincinnati Mercantile Library, 



New York Mercantile Library, 
Philadelphia Library Company, 
Philadelphia Mercantile Library, 
Pittsburgh Mercantile Library, 
St. Louis Public School Library, 
San Francisco Mercantile Library. 



OLD NEWSPAPERS. 

Mrs. S. B. Kellogg, Messrs. Geo. Knapp & Co., 

B. B. Minor. 

COINS. 



B. W. Walker, 



David Bailey. 



TREASURER'S jllUAL IjEPORT. 



St. Louis, January 11th, 1876. 

Gentlemen, — ^I have the honor to submit the following report 
of my receipts and disbursements during the year ending December 
31st, 1875^ and also showing the present financial condition of the 
Association, viz: 



Exhibit " A "—Cash Account. 
Exhibit " B "—Balance Sheet. 
Exhibit " C " — Profit and Loss Account. 
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OFFICERS 



OF THE 



FOR THE YEAR 1875. 



* 

SAMUEL M. DODD. 

WALTER M. SMITH. 

Corresponding, Recording, 

M.S.WASSON. G. W.WARE. 

R. R. HUTCHINSON. 

EDWIN HARRISON, J. H. McCLUNEY, 

J. B. MAUDE. A. B. CHEEVER, 

H. S. BROWN. j: A. WATERWORTH, 

J. A. WHERRY. 



JOHN N. DYER. 



First, Second. 

W. H. H. ANDERSON, J. A. YEATMAN, 

Third, 

J. M. WARD. 



Janiti^tt* 



SAMUEL CLEGG. 



COMMITTEES FOR 1875. 



i^m attrf %W^* 



W. M. SMITH, EDWIN HARRISON, 

J. B. MAUDE. 



EDWIN HARRISON, G. W. WARE. 

M. S. WASSON. 



« • 

^oof^$ and ||tttati0n$« 



R. R. HUTCHINSON, J. H. McCLUNEY, 

M. S. WASSON, J. B. MAUDE, 

A. B. CHEEVER. 



"J^ttmi. 



H. S. BROWN, J. A. WATERWORTH, 

J. A. WHERRY. 



ijjan mA ||mWhtji> 



S. M. DODD, W. M. SMITH, 

R. R. HUTCHINSON. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7 JAMES E. YEATMAN. 

1848-9 ALFRED VINTON. 

1850-1.. * H. E. BRIDGE. 

1852 HENRY D. BACON. 

1853 J . H . ALEXANDER. 

1854-5 J- T. DOUGLASS. 

1856 W. M. MORRISON. 

1857 JOHN W. LUKE. 

1858 M . V. L. McClelland . 

1859-60 J. B. S. LEMOINE. 

1861 ALFRED CARR . 

1862-3 JOHN H. BEACH. 

1864-5 CHARLES MILLER. 

1866-7 GEO. R. ROBINSON. 

1 868-9 LAFAYETTE WILSON . 

1870-1 RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 

1872-3 CHARLES SPECK. 

1874 SAMUEL M. DODD. 



BO-A.I2/IDS C 



YSAR 


PRESIDENT. 


VICE-PRESIDENT. 


TREASURER. 


REC. SECRETARY. 


COl 

* 


1846 


Jas. £. Yeatman.... 


L. M. Kennett 


R. K.Woods ,. 


J. A. Dougherty 


S. A 


1847 


Jas. E. Yeatman.... 


Alfred Vinton 


R. M. Renick 


R. W. Ayers 


S. A 


1848 
1849 


Alfred Vinton 

Alfred Vinton 


W. M. Morrison .... 
H. E. Bridge 


William H. Rice 

William H. Rice 


Tohn Halsall 


R. M 


W. P. Cowles 


Edm 


1850 
1851 


H. E. Bridge 

H. E. Bridge 


Edmund Bacon 

C. R. Stinde 

J. H. Alexander*.... 


S. C. Sevirart 

J. Wilmer Stith 


C. R. Stinde. 


G R 


T. A. Allen 


G R 






1852 


Henry D. Bacon 


J. H. Alexander 


J. Wilmer Stith 


Theo. Clark 

W. E. Sell* 


M. \ 


1853 
1854 


J. H. Alexander 

J. T. Douglass 


J. T. Douglass 

R. M. Renick 


W. E. Sell 


A. Pearce. ........... 


M. V 


Thomas Brown 


Jas. R. Larkin 


W. T 


1855 


J. T. Douglass 


M. V. L. McClelland. 


Thomas Brown 


C. L. Rogers 


J. D. 


1856 


W. M. Morrison .... 


Alexis Mudd 

John W.Luke* 


Edward P. Curtis. . . . 


T. D. Taylor 


.r.^ 




Geo. 


1857 


John W. Luke 


L. H. Terry 


Edward P, Curtis . . 
H. A. Conant* 


L.C. Billon...! 


J.W 


1858 


M. V. L. McClelland. 


J. B. S. Lemoine.... 


Geo. H. Loker 


C. W. Marsh 


G. K 


1859 
i860 


J. B. S. Lenioine.... 


R. H. Davis 


Samuel Copp, Jr 

S. H.Laflin 


John W.Clark 

Arehie Robinson ... 

Archie Robinson 

H. C. Marston*.. .. 


Alfre 


J. B. S. Lemoine.... 
Alfred Carr 


R. H. Davis 


Alfre 


1861 


C. W. Marsh 


B. M. Runyan 


Char 








1862 


John H. Beach...., . 


Charles Miller 


John E. Yore 


H. C. Marston 


C.L. 


1863 
1864 
1865 


Tohn H. Beach 


Charles Miller 


John E. Yore 

John E. Yore 

John E. Yore 


T. G. Catlin 


C.L. 


Charles Miller 


Henry Senter 

Henry Senter 


T. G. Catlin 


L. \^ 


Charles Miller 


W.A.Kin^don 

C. R. Goodin* 


L. W 


1866 


Geo. R. Robinson... 


L. Wilson 


W. H. Thomson 


C. R. Goodin 


T,G 






M. N 


1867 
186S 


Geo. R. Robinson... 
Lafayette Wilson.... 
Lafayette Wilson.... 
R. M. Scruggs....... 


L. Wilson 


W. H.Thomson 

H. H. Wernse 


John H. Tracy. 

John H.Tracy....... 

John H.Tracy 

John H.Tracy 


M.N 


S. M. Dodd.. 


A. P 


1869 
1870 


S. M. Dodd 


H. H. Wernse....... 


A. P 


Charles Speck 


H. H. Wernse 


.M.N 


1871 


R. M. Scruggs 


Charles Speck 


H. H. Wernse 


John H. Tracy 


M.N 


1872 


Charles Speck 


James P. Fiske 


R. R. Hutchinson. . . . 


John H.Tracy 


Josep 


1873 


Charles Speck 


James P. Fiskef. 

S. M. Dodd* 


R. R.Hutchinson.... 


John H. Tracy 

G. W.Ware* 


Josep 


1874 

1 


Samuel M. Dodd .... 


W. M. Smith 


R. R*. Hutchinson. . . . 


G. W. Ware 


M. S 
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DIRECTORS. 



John C. Tevis, W. M. Morrison, Peter Powell, George K. Budd, Alex. Peterson, 
Robert Barth, Joseph F. Franklin. 

John H. Simpson. Wm. M. Morrison, R. D. Van Nostrand, C. Enness, John 
Keyes, John Halsall, F. Elliott, jr., J. C. Cabot.* 

A. Osgood, R. M. V. Kercheval, G. R. Robinson, J. Morrisse, S. N. Kellogg, 
J. T. Chappell, O. W. Child. 

L. C. Clark, R. M. V. Kercheval, C. Haywood, R. C. McAllister, John Sharp, 
C. B. Burnham, C. R. Stinde. 

R. H. Davis. R. D. Van Nostrand, J. A. Allen, R. C. McAllister, J. Tilden, 
Jere. C. Reynolds, C. Haywood. 

J. H. Alexander. R. C. McAllister, J. H. Avery. C. G. Helfenstein, J. Tilden, 
R. N. Nisbet,* R. D, Van Nostrand, J. T. Douglass,* M. V. L. RlcClelland. 

J. T. Douglass, J. O'Neil. C. E. King, W. E. Sell, J. H. Avery, C. Enslin, 
Solon Humphreys, H. W. Birge.* 

Solon Humphreys, R. D. Van Nostrand, J. J. Cartledge, John Goodin, C. E. 
King. W. H. Gilman, H. W. Birge. 

John Goodin, A. Pearce. J. J. Cartledge. ]• Smith, Jr., G. P. Doan, R. B. 
Whittemore, H. W. Birge, C. M. McClung.* 

J. H. Larkin, G. P. Doan, J. Smith, Jr., .C. M. McClung, G. Collier, A. M. 
Waterman, J. H. McCulloch. 

L. H. Terry, J. O. Alter. J. W. Stith, C. E, King. % W. Luke, A. H. Smith, 
G. R. Baker, W. D. W. Barnard,* J. B. S. Lemoine.* 

J. B. S. Lemoine. J. D. Taylor, J. Christopher, W. F. Rcever, A. H. Smith, 
C. F. Vanderford, Aug. Knight, S. R. Clark,* A. O. Grubb.* 

J. Christopher, J. A. Brownlee, R. H. Davis, F. R. Alexander S. R. Clark, 
Sol. Scott, Jr., G. W. Tracy, L. Kingsland.* 

Calvin W. Marsh, John H. Siegrist. Sol. Scott, Jr., I. V. W. Dutcher, F. R. 
Alexander, W. C. Buchanan, L. Kingsland. 

George D. Hall. John H. Siegrist, John D. Lapsley, C. W. Marsh, Colton 
Green, C. C. Ferguson, John H. Beach. 

John H. Reach, George D. Hall. W. A. Moffett,* J. R. Evans, Daniel Gilchrist, 
O. B. Filley, C. W. Keiser, H. C. Marston, John E. Yore.* 

W. A. Moflfett, Jas. S. Wil^us, Henry Senter, O. B. Filley, G. W. Parker, 
J. M. Hanson, John R. Lionberger. 

Henry Senter, John R. Lionberger, John Whittaker, S. W. Barber. Samuel M. 
Dodd,* J. M. Hanson, Geo. W. Parker, O. B. Filley, John H. Siegrist.* 

John R. Lionberger. John Whittaker. Henry Senter. J. M. Hanson, S. M. Dodd, 
John Bogg,* Wallace Delafield, W. H. H. Pettus. 

C. R. Stinde, Edward Wilkerson, R. D. Van Nostrand, S. M. Dodd. Wallace 
Delafield, W. H. H. Pettus, M. N. Bufchard. 

C. R. Stinde. Ed. Wilkerson, R. D. Van Nostrand, S. M. Dodd, Theo. G. Meier, 
J. S. Walsh, L. Fusz,* B. W. Lewis, Jr., M. N. Burchard. 

Theo. G. Meier. R. M. Scruggs, H. T. Simon. Julius S. Walsh, R. W. Church, 
Jas. N. Norris, Henry A. True. Andrew Wilsoji.* 

R. M. Scruggs, Henry T. Simon, L. A. Moffett. K. W. Church.* J. N. Norris, 
C. R. Garrison, Van Leer Runyan.* 

R. M. Scruggs. L. A. Moffett, C. R. Garrison. James P. Fiske, Charles Speck. 
John S. J. Miller. 

J. P. Fiske. Fred Hawes. Frank Carter, R. M. Scruggs. Charles Speck, J. S. J. 
Miller, Henry T. Simon, Lorraine F. Jones,* James O. Carson.* 

John S. J. Miller, Henry T. Simon, Frank Carter, Walter M. Smith, A. W. 
Mitchell, W. S. Stewart, J. C. Ewald. 

John S. J. Miller, Walter M. Smith, W. S. Stewart, A. W. Mitchell, J. C Ewald, 
Chas. E. Barney, L. E. Alexander. 

W. S. Stewart. L. E. Alexander, W. M. Samuel, P. C. Maffitt, C. E. Barney, 
W. H. Waters, W. B. Haseltine. 

W. S. Stewart, W. H. Waters, H. S. Brown, P. C. Maffitt, W. B. Haseltine, 
J. A. Waterworth, W. M. Samuel. 



LIBRARIAN. 



Josiah Dent. 

William Allen. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curti!=:. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

William P. Curtis. 

Ed. W. Johnston. 

Ed. W. Johnston. 

Ed. W. Johnston. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
Jo'in N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 



05* were elected by the Board to fill vacancies, f Died. 
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TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



•t, 



, "y^ttb ]|^wantik %\hm^ ^$$(»i|iaif0i|. 



January I29 18fS. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, > 
St. Louis, Mo., January 12, 1875. ) 

The twenty-ninth Annual Meeting of the St. Louis Mercantile 
Library Association was called to order by Mr. S. M. Dodd, Pres't. 

Mr. J. T. Douglass was nominated for chairman and Messrs. E. 
C. Robbins and J. S. J. Miller for Secretaries, and unanimously 
elected. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes of the last meeting was 
dispensed with. 

Mr. W. M. Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, submitted the following report : 

St. Louis, January 8, 1875. 

The Committee on Ways and Means beg leave to report that they 
have examined the books and accounts of the Association, and find 
the same correct, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all 
disbursements made. 

W. M. Smith, 

W. S. Stewart, ^ Committee, 

W. M. Samuel. 

On motion, the report was adopted. 



ART, r 
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The Treasurer, Mr. R. R. Hutchinson, read his report of the 
financial condition of the Association, which was, on motion of 
-Mr. Alfred Carr, accepted. 

The President, Mr. S. M. Dodd, read the report of the Board of 
Directors for the year ending December 31, 1874, giving a summary 
of the operations of the Association. The report, on motion, was 
adopted. 

Mr. Walter M. Smith offered the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the amendment to the Charter authorized by late act of 
the Legislature be accepted. 

Carried unanimously. 

The meeting then proceeded to the election of live Trustees, as 
authorized by said amendment. 

The following gentlemen were elected Trustees : Messrs. Jas. E. 
Yeatman, Jno. T. Douglass, Jno. H. Beach, R. M. Scruggs. J. B. S. 
Lemoine. 

Mr. J. H. Alexander oftered the following resolution, which was 

unanimously adopted : 

Resolved^ That the report of the President on behalf of the Board of Di- 
rectors, just submitted, gives us as much surprise as gratification at the pros- 
perity of bhe affairs of the Mercantile Library Association during the past 
year. Its statistics show a marked increase in value of the property of the 
Association, as well as an enhancement of the interest taken in the advanta^ 
ges of the Library, by the attendance in its rooms of readers and visitors, 
and the number of volumes taken out — an increase that could hardly have 
been anticipated if our judgment were to be governed by the financial con- 
dition during the past year of those who largely constitute its membership ; 
and the thanks of the Association are justly merited by the President and 
members of the Board of Directors, whose labors have contributed so greatly 
to the above results. 

Mr. Jno. W. Luke offered the following resolution, which was 

adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Mercantile Library Association are due. 
and are hereby tendered to the Hon. J. R. Shepley, for his services in furnish- 
ing the Board of Directors with the draft of the recent amendment to its 
charter, and also to the Hon. Truman A. Post, for the successful passage of 
same through the Legislature. 

Mr. M. N. Burchard offered the following resolution^ which was 
adopted ; 
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Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished the city 
papers for publication, and that one thousand copies of the Annual Report, 
including these proceedings, be printed for gratuitous distribution. 

The following communication was received from Committee of 
Ways and Means : 

St. Louis, January 12, 1875. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have decided to offer the 
Catalogues remaining unsold, at three dollars per copy. 

W. M. Smith, \ 

W. S. Stewart, r Committee. 

W. M. Samuel. ^ 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. R. M. Scruggs, 
the meeting adjourned. 

JOHN T. DOUGLASS; Chairman. 



E. C. ROBBINS, ] o X • 

T o T Tt >r r oecretaries. 

J. b. J. Miller, j 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Members of the Mercantile Library Association, 

Gentlemen, — It being the province of the Board of Directors 
to make an annual statement to the Association of its condition, we 
take pleasure in presenting the following statistics as evidence of our 
prosperity and usefulness : 

The Treasurer's Report, just read and approved, gives you in 
detail the receipts and expenditures during the year and the present 
financial condition of our Association. 

In a more condensed form the Committee on Ways and Means 
report receipts from membership, $13,2:^4.75; rents, $19,116.80; 
other sources, $2249.33 ; bills payable, $10,563.79 — total, $44,154.57. 

It is proper to state that a large proportion of the bills payable 
account is made up from the following items, contracts for which 
were made previous to the year just closed, and paid during the 
year 1874: Catalogue, $4)737.75; hall repairs, $2,119.45; ^^^ 
book cases, $1,202.50 ; binding account, $728.10 — total, $8,787.80. 

There being at this date no outstanding open accounts against the 
Association, the bills payable account $10,563.79, represents your 
entire floating debt. The Committee have so arranged for the pay- 
ment of this debt, that with proper exertion on the part of the offi- 
cers of the Association, and the earnest co-operation of its members, 
we trust we can commence the next year free from any floating 

debt, and pay $4,000 of its bonded debt, due the ist day of August 
next. 

LIBRARY AND READING ROOM. 

During the year, 132,175 volumes have been issued to members, 
an increase of 10,279 over the previous year, giving you an evidence 
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of the fact that there is an increasing interest among its patrons. 
763 visitors' tickets have been issued to non-residents, introduced 
by members and subscribers, giving to the recipients the privilege 
of the Library, for thirty days. The freedom of the Lbrary was 
extended to several public assemblies which have held their meet- 
ings in this city. In March last an upper tier of bookcases was 
erected on the north side of the library room, giving ample accom- 
modations for our present wants, and such additions as may be 
made to the Library during the next two years. The cost of these 
eight cases, with balcony and stairs complete, was $1,202.50. The 
reading room has been well supplied with all the principal news- 
papers, magazines, and reviews, both foreign and domestic, and the 
attendance of readers we are gratified to say, has been largely in 
excess of previous years. 

Our new classified Catalogue was completed and placed upon 
the tables in the Library on the i8th day of April, last. This inval- 
uable work cost us $8,170.75. Of the one thousand copies printed 
we regret to say we have thus far, been able to dispose of but 
156 copies at five dollars each, realizing $880.00; the balance, 
$7,290,75 has been paid from the regular receipts of the Association. 

The cost of the Catalogue was largely in excess of the es- 
timate, and the sales were much smaller, hence a heavy item, 
more than $3000, which had to be met from the ordinary revenue of 
the Association, during the year. We earnestly request the mem- 
bers to purchase a copy of the Catalogue, and thus reimburse the 
Association for its heavy outlay. It was estimated that at least five 
hundred copies would be subscribed for, and in anticipation of this 
demand, one thousand were ordered. 

An Alphabetical and Classified Card Catalogue, of all additions 
to the Library, has been so arranged as to place it at the inspection 
of all members and visitors, affording them at all times a perfect 
and complete catalogue to date. 

The total number of volumes now in your Library is 42,013, hav- 
ing been increased during the year, by a purchase of 1225 volumes, 
and by donations of 318 volumes. The expenditures on books 

account have been for books purchased $3,884.87 

Periodicals bound 688.50 

4>573-37 
The value of books presented 1,225.91 

Total 5>799-28 
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Among the valuable works acquired, of much interest, is a splen- 
did copy of Gavard's " Galeries Historiques de Versailles," in 13 
volumes, beautifully illustrated. We have endeavored to add all new 
works of interest as soon as published, and to supply the demand 
for the same, as far as our means would permit. 



MEMBERSHIP. 

During the year there were enrolled 606 new members, making 
a total membership of 4,446 ; of which there are 18 honorary 
members; 660 life members; 727 proprietors ; 1,511 clerks; 1,530 
beneficiaries. The withdrawals during the year, from various 
causes, were excessively large, and number 358, leaving a net gain 
of 248 members for the year. Many of the withdra\C^als were 
caused by removals from the city, and we have to mourn the loss of 
an unusual number by death. 

The membership has not increased as largely as we could wish, 
although considerable effort has been put forth by members of your 
Board. This is owing somewhat to the dullness of the times ; but 
we would urge upon our fellow-members of the Association, to ren- 
der us their earnest co-operation in bringing in new members. There 
is scarcely a member that could not influence one or more persons 
to join us, and we trust that during the coming year we may be 
largely benefited by their active services. 



LECTURES. 

The net profit from lectures during the year has been $81 7.75 • 
Prof R. A. Proctor delivered a course of interesting and popular 
lectures on Astronomy, under the joint auspices of our Association 
and the Washington University, opening his course on Thursday 
evening, February 19 ; Subject: " The Sun." February 20, "The 
Family of Planets ;" February 23, *' Comets and Meteors ;" February 
25, ** Moon and Transit of Venus;" February 26, '^ Wonders ot 
the Starry Depths;" February 27, ''The Evolutions of Planetary 
Systems." 

These lectures netted each of us $500. 
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Canon Charles Kingsley accepted an invitation, and on May 4, 
delivered his celebrated lecture on '* Westminster Abbey." The 
weather was very warm and the audience not as large as we had 
every reason to expect ; but, rfbtwithstanding all drawbacks, the 
lecture netted $317/25. 



HALL AND BUILDING. 

The grand hall has been painted at an expense of $863.75, and 
the reading room has been painted and frescoed, at an expense of 
$450. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

In accordance with the resolutions adopted at the last annual 
meeting, your Board procured from the Legislature at its session 
last winter, the following amendment to your charter, which we 
submit for your acceptance at this meeting. It will be necessary, 
by the terms of this amendment, that you elect five trustees, to assist 
in the management and control of our valuable property, to be 
selected from the ex-Presidents and ex- Vice-Presidents of the 
Association. 

AN A.CT to amend an act entitled '* An act to incorporate the St. Louis Mer- 
cantile Library Association," approved February 16, 1847. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri^ 
as follows : 

Section i. The charter of said corporation is hereby amended 
by adding thereto the following provisions : The real estate belong- 
ing to said corporation shall be managed and controlled, except as 
hereinafter mentioned, by a board of five trustees, members of said 
corporation, who shall be elected at an annual meeting, or any 
meeting specially called for that purpose. Those only are eligible 
to be elected to said board of trustees who have been, and who have 
ceased to be President or Vice-President of said corporation, and at 
the time of their election are residents of the county of St. Louis, 
and said trustees shall not then, nor during their term of office, be 
members of the Board of Directors of said corporation. No con- 
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veyance in fee, mortgage, or deed of trust, in the nature of a mort 
gage, nor lease for a longer period than ten years, shall be made ot 
any real estate belonging to said corporation, unless the same shall 
be ordered to be made by the Board of Directors, three-fourths of 
the whole number of the members composing said board voting 
therefor, nor unless the same shall also be concurred in by at least 
four of said board of trustees, when it shall be the duty of the mem- 
bers composing said board of trustees to execute such conveyance, 
lease, mortgage, or deed of trust, and affix the seal of said corpora- 
tion thereto ; Provided^ however j That the said Board of Directors, 
as to all leases of any real estate for a period of less than ten years, 
shall use and enjoy the same powers that they possessed before the 
passage of this act. The said trustees shall severally hold their 
offices while they reside in the county of St. Louis, and any 
vacancy caused by death, resignation, removal from the county of 
of St Louis, incapacity to serve as such trustee, shall be filled by 
the remaining trustees. A copy of the minutes of said Board of 
Directors of any such order certified by the Secretary of said cor- 
poration, to be a true copy of such order, and annexed to the deed, 
shall be evidence of the action of said board. The first election of 
said board of trustees shall be made at the annual meeting of said 
corporation, at or next after the acceptance of this amendment by 
said corporation, or at any meeting called for the purpose of seeing 
whether said corporation will accept this act. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. 

Approved March 28, 1874. 

Office of Secretary of State, I 
City of Jefferson, Mo. ^ 

I, Eugene F. Weigel, Secretary of State of the State of Missouri, 
do hereby certify that the annexed pages contain a true, complete 
and full copy of an act of the General Assembly of the State of 
Missouri, entitled : 

An act to amend an act entitled, ^' An act to incorporate the St 
Louis Mercantile Library Association," approved February 16, 
1847. Approved March 28, 1874. 

As appears by comparing the same with the original roll of said 
act, now on file, as the law directs, in this office. 
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In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
my official seal. 

Done at office, this seventh day of August, A. D. eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-four. 

[Signed] EUGENE F. WEIGEL, 

Secretary of State, 

Your thanks are due Mr. J. R. Shepley, for drafting the amend- 
ment to our Constitution, and to the Hon. Truman A. Post, for the 
successful passage of the same through the Legislature. 

The Mercantile Library Association of St. Louis, is an institution 
of which the public should feel justly proud, and it should meet with 
their encouragement and co-operation. 

There are a large number of clerks, and young men in other ca- 
pacities, in the city who are not members, and we earnestly urge 
upon the merchants, manufacturers, and others, the importance of 
having their young men connected with them associated with the 
Library and brought under its beneficent influences. 

To your Librarian, Mr. Jno. N. Dyer, is due very largely our 
success ; he still is, as he always has been, entirely devoted and un- 
tiring in energy to all of your interests. His assistants also deserve 
commendation and praise for their zeal in performing their duties. 

We are pleased to say the year has been one of substantial pro- 
gress, and may we not say, also, that your Association is fulfilling 
the destiny marked out for it by its liberal founders and supporters. 

Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the Directory. 

SAM'L M. DODD, President. 



NAMES OF DONORS. 



BOOKS . 

No. of Volumes. 

Argentine Government 4 

Blair, Bon. F. P i 

Board of Education of Connecticut 2 

Briggs, Daniel B i 

British Government 132 

Broadhead, G. C 2 

Brown, J. D 2 

Buffalo Board of Trade i 

Chase, Dr. H. S 9 

Clark, N.H 5 

Clemens, J. B , i 

Dillon, John A 7 

Dyer, Lieut A. B i 

Fach, Chas i 

Farrar, Benj 12 

Hartford Young Mens' Institute i 

Harris, William T i 

Hill, Wm. H I 

Indiana, Public Library of. i 

Keim, I. H 2 

McKee & Houser 2 

Michigan, State of. 3 

New York, Produce Exchange 2 

'^ State of. I 

" Board of Health i 

Perry, Rev. W. S 3 

O'Neill, Jno. J I 

Ramsey, Charles G 2 

Sanford, W. W i 
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No. of Vols. 

San Francisco Mercantile Library i 

Schaumburg, Wright i 

Schwartz, J i 

Tiffany, J. K i 

Turner, Chas. H i6 

United States Government 80 

" Unknown " 13 

Woodward, Tiernan & Hale i 

Yeatman,Jas. E i 

Total 318 



PAMPHLETS. 

No. of Vols* 



Baltimore Mercantile Library 

Boston, Mercantile Library 

'* Public Library 

Brooklyn Mercantile Library 

Chicago, Public Library 

Cincinnati Public Library 

" Mercantile Library 

New York, Mercantile Library.... 
Philadelphia Library Company — 

Pittsburgh Mercantile Library 

St. Louis Public School Library... 
San Francisco Mercantile Library. 
Perry, Rev. Wm. S 



Total 21 
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TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT. 



St. Louis, January 12th, 1875. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to submit the following report 
of my receipts and disbursements during the year ending December 
31st, 1874, and also showing the present financial condition of the 
Association, viz : a 



Exhibit "A"— Cash Account. 
Exhibit " B "—Balance Sheet. 
Exhibit " C "—Profit and Loss Account. 
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TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. 



Any person «ngai;eii in mercer 
TOR, may become ati active nie, 
fce of FIVE DOLLARS, and an i 
Lidvauce, of FIVE DOLLARS. 

;iigageci, ; 



pmsuits. as a miOPRIE- 
, by paying ati iukiatio^i 
il subscription. pHvable in' 



I CLERK, may becmiif; an 
initiation fet- of TWO DOLLARS, 
I of THREE DOLLARS. 



Any person similai'ly e 
active member^ by paying ; 
and an annuiil subscription 

All persons not engaged in mercantile pursuits, including 
ladies, students, and others, may become BENEFiaARIES, bv 
paying FIVE DOLLARS annually, in advance. 

Life MEMBEns)iLr, Fiftv Dollars 



THH LIBRARY 

Now contains upwards of FORTY-TWO THOUSAND VOL- 
UMES, to which all ntw works of general interest are added 
promptly, and in numbers proportionate to the demand. 

THE READING ROOM 

Is regularly supplied witli all the principal newspapers and 
maga/.ines, domestic and foreign, and is open from lo o'clock 

A.M. to lO o'clock P.M. 

TWELVE HOURS EVEItY HAY. 



THE CHESS ROOM 

Is free to all members, and open during Library hours. 
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OFFICERS 



OF THE 



^j[eri:anffle 'j||ilirarg ^^ssomftoti. 



FOR THE YEAR 1874. 



SAMUEL M. DODD. 

WALTER M. SMITH. 

Corresponding. Recording, 

M. S. WAS SON. G. W. WARE. 

R. R. HUTCHINSON. 

W. S. STEWART, P. C. MAFFITT, 

W. H. WATFRS, W. B. HASELTINE, 

H. S. BROWN, J. A. WATER WORTH. 

W. M. SAMUEL. 

JOHN N. DYER. 

First, Second, 

W. H. H. ANDERSON. . JAMES A. YEATMAN. 

Jattttott^ 

SAMUEL CLEGG. 



COMMITTEES FOR 1874. 



il^m (tttd ifitmt. 



W. M. SMITH, W. M. SAMUEL, 

W. S. STEWART. 



W. S. STEWART, G. W. WARE, 

W. H. WATERS. 



^ti\i mi ^mtiimt. 



R. R. HUTCHINSON, W. B. HASELTINE, 

P. C. MAFFITT, W. M. SAMUEL, 

M. S. WASSON. 



%^m** 



W. H. WATERS. H. S. BROWN, 

J. A. WATERWORTH. 



ij(n\\ mi |lttiI(Hn]). 



S. M. DODD, W. M. SMITH, 

R. R. HUTCHINSON. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION 



FROM ITS ORGANIZATION. 



1846-7 JAMES E. YEATMAN. 

1848-9 ALFRED VINTON. 

1850-1 H. E. BRIDGE. 

1852 HENRY D. BACON. 

1853 J. H. ALEXANDER. 

1854-5 J. T. DOUGLASS. 

1856 W. M. MORRISON. 

1857. JOHN W. LUKE. 

1859-60 J. B. S. LEMOINE. 

1861 ALFRED CARR. 

1862-3 JOHN H. BEACH. 

1864-5 CHARLES MILLER. 

1866-7 GEO. R. ROBINSON. 

1868-9 LAFAYETTE WILSON. 

1870-1 RICHARD M. SCRUGGS. 

1872-3 CHARLES SPECK. 
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YEAR 


PRESIDENT. 


V I CS-PRESIDENT. 


TREASURER. 


REC* SECRETARY. 


00R.S1 


1846 


Jas. £. Yeatmau 


L. M. Kennett 


R. K. Woods 


J. A. Dougherty.... 


S.A.BA 


1847 


Jas. £. Yeatman.... 


Alfred Vinton 


R. M. Renick 


R. W. Ayers 


S. A.Rj 


1848 
1849 


Alfred Vinton 


W . M. Morrison 


William H. Rice.... 


Tohn Halsall 


R M.R( 


Alfred Vinton 


H. E. Bridge 


William H. Rice.... 

• 


W. P.Cowles 


Edmund 


1850 


H. E. Bridge 

H. E. Bridge 


Edmund Bacon 

C. R. Siinde 


S. C. Stewart 

J. Wilmer Stilh 


C. R. Stinde 

J. A. Allen 


G.R.RC 


1851 


J. H. Alexander*.... 


G.JELRc 


l8$3 


Henry D. Bacon 

J. H. Alexander 

J. T. Douglass 


J. H. Alexander 

J. T. Douglass 

R. M. Renick 


J._Wilmer Stith 

W. E. Sell 


Theo. Clark 

W. E. Sell* 


M.V.L 


1^3 
>8S4 


A "Pearce .••••••••••• 


M V L 


Thomas Brown...... 


Jas. R. Larkin 


W.H.G 


18SS 


J. T. Douglass 


M. V. L. McClelland. 


Thomas Brown 


C. L. Rogers 


J. D. Sb 


1856 
1857 


W. M. Morrison 

JohnW. Luke 


Alexis Mudd 

JohnW. Luke* 

L. H. Terry 


Edward P. Curtis. . . . 

Edward P. Curtis,, 
H. A. Conant* 


J. D. Taylor 

L C. Billon 


y,D, s 

Geo. R. 
J. Wilm 




1858 


M. V. L. McClelland. 


J. B. S. Lemoine 


Geo. H. Loker 


C. W. Marsh 


G.R.W 


1859 


J. B. S. Lemoine 


R. H. Davis 


Samuel Copp, Jr 


JohnW. Clark 


AUredC 


i860 
1861 


J. B. S. Lemoine.... 

A MrftA Carr. 


R. H. Davis 


S. H. Laflin 


A rchie Robinson .... 


Al^ed C 


C. W. Marsh 


B. M. Ruiiyan 


Archie Robinson 

H. C. Marston* 


Charles 




1863 


John H. Beach 


Charles Miller 


John E. Yore 


H. C. Marston 


C. L. T 


1863 
1864 
1865 


John H. Beach 

Charles Miller 

Charles Miller 


Charles Miller 


John E. Yore 

John E. Yore 

John E. Yore 


T G Catlin 


C.L. T 

L Wil< 


Henry Senter 

Henry Senter 


T G Catlin 


W.A.Kingdon 

C. R. Goodin* 


L. Wils 


1866 
1867 


Geo. R. Robinson. . . . 
Geo. R. Robinson. . . . 


L. Wilson 


W. H.Thomson 

W. H. Thomson 


C. R. Goodin 

John H. Tracy 


T. G. 1 


L. Wilson 


M.N. I 

M. N. ] 


1868 


Lafayette Wilson.... 


S. M. Dodd 


H. H. Wernse 


John H. Tracy 


A. P. S 


1869 
1870 


Lafayette Wilson. . . . 
R. M. Scruggs 


S. M. Dodd 


H. H. Wernse 


John H. Tracy 

John H. Tracy 


A. P. S 


Charles Speck 


H. H. Wernse 


M.N. ] 


1871 


R. M. Scruggs 


Charles Speck 


H. H. Wernse 


John H. Tracy 


M. N. ] 


187a 


Charles Speck 


James P. Fiske 


R. R. Hutchinson... 


John H. Tracy 


Joseph 


1873 


Charles Speck 


James P. Fiskef 

W. M. Smith* 


R. R. Hutchmson... 


yoknHt Tracy 

6. W.Ware* 


Joseph 
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DIRECTORS. 



John C. Tevis, W. M. Morrison, Peter Powell, George K. Budd, Alex. Peterson, 
Robert Barth, Joseph F. Franklin. 

John H. Simpson, Wm. M. Morrison, R. D. Van Nostrand, C. £nness, John 
Keyes, John Halsall, y. Elliott^ Jr.y J. C. Cabot.* 

A. Osgood, R. M. V. Kercheval, R. G. Robinson, J. Morrisse, S. N. Kellogg, 
J. T. Chappell, O. W, Child. 

L. C. Clark, R. M. V. Kercheval, C. Haywood, R. C. McAllister, John Sharp, 
C. B. Burnham, C. R. Stinde. 

R. H. Davis, R. D. Van Nostrand, J. A. Allen, R. C. McAllister, J. Tilden, 
Jere. C. Reynolds, C. Hajrwood. 

J. H. Alexander, R. C. McAllister, J. H. Avery, C. G. Helfenstein, y. Tilden^ 
R. N. Nisbet,* R. D. Van Nostrand^ J. T. Douglass,* M. V. L. McClelland. 

J. T. Douglass. J. O'Neil. C. E. King, W. E. Sell, J. H. Avery, C. Enslin, 
Solon Humpnreys, H. W. Birge.* 

Solon Humphreys. R. D. Van Nostrand, J. J. Cartledge, John Goodin, C. E. 
King, W. H. Gilman, H. W. Birge. 

John Goodin, A. Pearce, J. J. Cartledge, J. Smith, Jr., Q. P. Doan, R. B. 
Whittemore, H. W, Birge^ C. M. McClung.* 

J. H. Larkin, G. P. Doan. J. Smith, Jr., C. M. McClung, G. Collier, A. M. 
Waterman, J. H. McCulloch. 

L. H. Terry, J. O. Alter, T. W. Stith, C. E. King, J. W. Luke, A. H. Smith, 
G. R. Baker, W. D. W. Barnard,* J. B. S. Lemoine.* 

J. B. S. Lemoine, J. D. Taylor. J. Christopher, W. F. Roever. A. H. Smith, 
C. F. Vanderford, Aug, Knight^ S. R. Clark,* A. O. Grubb.* 

J. Christopher, J. A. Brownlee, R. H. Davis, F. R. Alexander, S. R, Clark, 
Sol. Scott, Jr., G. W. Tracy, L. Kingsland.* 

Calvin W. Marsh, John H. Siegrist, Sol. Scott, Jr., I. V. \V. Dutclier, F. R. 
Alexander, W. C. Buchanan, L. Kingsland. 

George D. Hall, John H. Siegrist, John D. Lapsley, C. W. Marsh, Colton 
Green, C. C. Ferguson, John H. Beach. 

John H. Beach, Geotge D. HalL W. A. MofFett,* J. R. Evans, Daniel Gilchrist, 
O. B. Filley, C. W. Keiser, H. C. Marston, John E. Yore.* 

W. A. MofFett, Jas. S. Wil^us, Henry Senter, O. B. Filley, G. W. Parker, 
J. M. Hanson, John R. Lionberger. 

Henry Senter, John R. Lionberger, John Whittaker. S. W. Barbers Samuel M. 
Dodd,* J. M. Hanson, Geo. W. Parker, O. B. Filley, John H. Siegrist.* 

John R. Lionberger, John Whittaker, Henry Senter, J. M. Hanson, S. M. 
Dodd, John Bogg,* Wallace Delafield, W. H. H. Peitus. 

C. R. Stinde, Edward Wilkerson, R. D. Van Nostrand, S. M. Dodd, Wallace 
Delafield, W. H. H. Pcttus, M. N. Burchard. 

C. R. Stinde, Ed. Wilkerson, R. D. Van Nostrand, S. M.Dodd, Theo. G. Mtier, 
J. S. Walsh, L. Fusz,* B . W. Lewis, Jr., M. N. Burchard. 

Theo. G. Meier, R. M. Scrugjgs. H. T. Simon, Julius S. Walsh, R. W. Church, 
Jas. N. Norris, Henry A. True, Andrew Wilson,* 

R. M. Scruggs, Henry T. Simon, L. A. Moffett, R. W. Church, J. N. Norris, 
C. R. Garrison, Van Leer Runyan.* 

R. M. Scruggs, L. A. Moffett, C. R. Garrison, James P. Fiske, Charles Speck, 
John S. J. Miller. 

J. P. Fiske, Fred Hawes, Frank Carter, R. M. Scruggs, Charles Speck, J. S. 
J. Miller, Henry T. Simon, Lorraine F. Jones,* James O. Carson. 

John S. J. Miller, Henry T. Sinron. Frank Carter, Walter M. Smith, A. W. 
Mitchell, W. S. Stewart, J. C. Ewald. 

John's. J. Miller, Walter M. Smith, W. S. Stewart, A. W. Mitchell, J. C. 
Ewald, Chas. E. Barney, L. E. Alexander. 

W. S. Stewart, L. E. Alexander, W. M. Samuel, P. C. Moffett, C. E. Barney, 
W. H. Waters, W. B. Haseltine. 



LIBRARIAN. 



Josiah Dent. 
William Alien. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis 
William P. Curtis. 
William*P. Curtis. 
Wiriiam P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
William P. Curtis. 
Ed. W. Johnston. 
Ed. W. Johnston. 
Ed. W. Johnston. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer, 
John N. Dyer. 
John N. Dyer. 



'ere elected by the Boatd to fill vacancies, f Died. 
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TWENTY - EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 



^t. %mh ^mmiiU %ihmi ^$$qiati0t|, 



January 13 9 1874* 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, 
St. Louis, Mo., January 13, 1874. 



! 



The twenty-eighth Annual Meeting of the St. Louis Mercantile 
Library 'Association was called to order by Charles Speck, 

President. 

« 

Mr. Charles Miller was nominated for chairman and Messrs. 
T. A. Stoddart and J. E. Firth for Secretaries, and unanimously 
elected. 

On motion of John W. Luke, the reading of the minutes of the 
last meeting was dispensed with. 

S. M. Dodd, Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
submitted the following report : 

St. Louis, January 12, 1874. 

The Committee on Ways and Means beg leave to report that they 
have examined the books and accounts of the Association, and 
find the same correct, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all 
disbursements made. * 

S. M. Dodd, 

Will S. Stewart. ^ ^^^^^i^^^' 

On motion, the report was adopted. 



lO 

The Trea^tircr. ^Ir. IL IL Hutchinson, read his report of the 
financial condition of the a&soc:atk>n. irhich was. on modon of 
Alfred Carr. a3c*p<:el. 

The President. Ciiarles Speck, read the report of the Board of 
Directors for the jear ending Dec. 31. 1S73- grving a summary of 
the optrrations of the association. The report, on noodon. was 
adopted. 

Mr. Jno- W. Luke oflered the following resolution : 

Retolved. That the costinncd pn>*pcrirj of the MeTcanti]e Librarr Associ- 
a.tion 15 evident from the rcooru of the Trea«riirer and Pre*: dent, vhicii have 
ju«t been ^ubmitteJ- Thcj exhibit the remit of the ac^^iduons labors of the 
Pretident and Board of Directors during the past rear, and to them, for their 
tervices- the 'incere thanks of the members of the association arc hcrebr 
tendered. 

Mr. O. F. Rice offered the following : 

Resolved. That the incoming Board of Directors be instructed to prtxmre 
from, the Legislature now in session, if possible, the amendment to the charter 
of this Association, as recommended in the annual retx>rt. 

Mr. Lafavette Wilson offered the following : 

Resolved. That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished to the city 
papers for publication, and that one thousand copies of the annual report, 
including these proceedings, be printed for gratuitous distribution. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

CHARLES MILLER, Chairman. 



Thos. a. Stoddart, ( e ^ • 
John E. Firth, | Secretones. 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



St. LouiSy January 13th, 1874. 

Gentlemen : — In laying before you the statement of the 
history and condition of our Association for the past year, it gives, 
me great pleasure to call your attention to the evidences of un- 
interrupted prosperity and of increased usefulness. 

That part of our bonded debt which became due during the 
year, amounting to $5,520.00, including interest, was paid at ma- 
turity ; and, from the Treasurer's Report just read, you have a 
statement of the various receipts and disbursements during the 
same period. You will notice how large a part of the revenue 
necessary to support our institution is derived from rentals from 
stores on the ground floor of our library building. Without this 
aid, we should be compelled to materially reduce our usefulness, or 
depend on the liberality of our public-spirited citizens to supply the 
funds necessary to keep up our library to its present condition. 



MEMBERSHIP. 

Our membership aggregates 4,198 at present, of which there 
are 18 honorary members, 636 life members, 725 proprietors, 1,403 
clerks, and 1,416 beneficiaries. This increase of 264 will appear 
quite satisfactory when we consider the extreme stringency of the 
times for so large a portion of the year ; and, for that reason, no 
special effoit was made, nor did any outside circumstances aid to 
swell the number of our members. 
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rr.xritiS'i Icss*^ it f^istaire'i rroc: jecr-res C-ring' f ornier sea 
rvj_-j^ r:e Lisc jear we have abscained froci engaging anv lectnrcr 
dt: 5Ci:K«i ter^is. ret arrangeri with them to share the net sains in 
5;jLch prcpcrtiori a^ their respective merits and reputation as popular 
leccurers might justify: and we recommend to our successors to 
jichtfre to tiiis rule, except in rare cases- The first lecture of the 
v<ar was given on the lotfa of January, by Miss Olive Logan, on 
•^ Successful Women f the next two lectures were bv Rev. Henrv 
Beecher^ on the 26th and 27th of February ; for his subjects 
" Manhood and Money," and '• Compulsory Education, " 
might have been expected, he brought together crowded 
On April 29th, Miss Neilson gave you a most charm- 
[I>ranuitic and Poetic Reading, with which she delighted a very 
liooM. Last upon the lecture programme came Mrs. Harriet 

Stowe, with select readings from her own writings. 
'JX is with no small degree of satisfaction your directory informs 
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you that, in conjunction with the Washington University, it has 
extended an invitation to one of the most eminent students of and 
^authors on Astronomy — namely, Professor R. A. Proctor, of Eng- 
land, to deliver a course of lectures upon Astronomy before a St. 
Louis public, to commence on the 19th of February next. We feel 
confident this distinguished savan will be welcomed by large and 
appreciative audiences, such as his high reputation entitles him to. 
These lectures will be made the more attractive as well as instruc- 
tive, as the Professor will bring his astronomical apparatus from 
Europe for the purpose of illustrating the same. 



AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 

Your revenue has been increased to the amount of $759 during 
the past year by two Amateur theatrical performances given in our 
hall on the nights of the 6th and 8th of November by a number 
of ladies and gentlemen of this city, who kindly contributed in that 
manner, to pay for the improvements made in the Grand Hall. 



NEW CATALOGUE. 

The great event of this year's progress has been the success 
with which, at last, the attempt to get a new Catalogue has been 
crowned. For this result the Association is indebted, to a great 
extent, to Messrs. Walter M. Smith, Jno. S. J. Miller, and J. C. 
Ewald, who, on the 28th day of February last, addressed to your 
fioard a note proposing to assist in raising the means needed to 
defray the expenses of its compilation and publication. In accord- 
ance with the suggestions contained in their note, the Board 
appointed the following named gentlemen a committee to dispose 
of a sufficient number of life memberships, etc., to obtain the needed 
amount, viz. : Messrs. Walter M. Smith, R. M. Scruggs, J. C. 
Ewald, Jno. M. Krum, C. O. Dutcher, H. H. Wernse, W. H. 
Pulsifer, W. H. Maurice, Jno. H. Beach, Alfred Carr, Geo. Bain, 
A. W. Mitchell, R. M. Hubbard, J. S. J. Miller, J. T. Howenstein, 
and Oscar Lowe. Through the exertions of these gentlemen eighty 
life memberships were disposed of, for which they paid the sum of 
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$4,000 into your treasury. We also received $250 for Gve life 
memberships directly subscribed for that account ; also, $244 cash 
donations^ and one hundred and forty-seven subscribers for copies 
of the Catalogue when completed — making a total of $5,229 to 
pay for the much needed Catalogue. 

The work of compilation commenced on the ist day of May, 
and to-day we have the pleasure of laying before you the finished 
impressions of pages i to 340. This includes all the books in the 
classes of History and Philosophy, and works on Poetry and the 
Fine Arts — the works of Prose Fiction, and Polygraphs alone 
remaining to be printed. The typographical execution of the work 
is all that could be desired, and reflects the greatest credit on the 
Democrat Lithographing & Printing Co., which has, thus far, 
carried out its contract with scrupulous fidelit}'. 

The classification of the old Catalogue has been simplified by 
the aboh'tion of many of the former classes, while, in some cases, 
it has been found necessary to add new classes in order to provide 
for extensions made in sciences and discoveries. The Classified 
Catalogue will be supplemented by an index of all authors. The 
very large chisscs of works in Biography and Prose Fiction will 
have a catalogue of the authors and titles. These features will not 
only render the Catalogue most admirably adapted for the con- 
venience and use of the members of the Library, but will place it, 
in point of fullness and thoroughness, beyond that of any library of 
its size. The number of classes, on the whole, however, has been 
largely reduced ; such changes have been effected only by the most 
patient care, and by a thorough revision of the whole Library ; and, 
in view of the results obtained, the time spent on it can not be 
called excessive. It will not be necessary for many years to print 
anything more than an annual supplement, unless some unexpected 
accession should greatly enlarge our collection. We may expect 
the printing of the Catalogue to be finished in a few days, after 
which the index to same will at once be commenced ; and this, 
together with the binding, will be completed by the latter part of 
next tnontli. ^ 

BOOKS. 

The number of books has increased by 1,278 volumes, making 
the whole number now in the Library 40,440. 
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The many expenses, which are more specifically alluded to in 
the report of the Treasurer, rendered it necessary for your Board 
to restrict itself in the purchase of books only to such as had a 
value for the most pressing requirements of the Library. We are 
obliged to keep our readers well supplied with copies of the new 
works of fiction, as well as of those in all blanches of light litera- 
ture ; the popular works on science also are indispensable, and 
generally the noticeable new books are expected and exacted by the 
patrons of the Library. 

We are also indebted to private generosity for many valuable 
contributions to our collection, details of which will be found in 
the report herewith submitted. 

Funds obtained from subscribers for that special object have 
been invested in German literature, and that branch of our Library 
is steadily increasing, and the funds thus derived will continue to 
be invested for that purpose. 

In additon to the bookS; new and old, which have been placed 
on the shelves, we may claim to have largely increased the number 
of books in reach of the members by putting in their proper places 
on the new Catalogue the names of the books which, during the 
last fifteen years, have been accessible only by means of the 
manuscript Catalogue. 

It will be time to estimate this advantage of the new Catalogue 
after it has been completed and placed in the hands of the mem- 
bers ; but, without waiting for this, we have bound the proof-sheets, 
as fast as they were printed, and have placed them in the Library. 



HALL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Very desirable improvements, involving an expenditure of 
$2,619.15, have been made during last summer in the Grand Hall, 
the floor of which has been raised, so that at present the stage can 
be seen equally well from all parts of the hall. The stage has been 
enlarged and otherwise improved, and the centre chandelier re- 
placed by a silver-plated Reflector, which has not only ma- 
terially improved the light, but also the acoustic properties of 
the room. 

By these changes, for the planning and superintending of which 
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the Association is indebted to Mr. Henry G. Isaacs, the well-known 
architect, the Grand Hall is at once placed beyond all competition 
in this city for entertainments that attract large audiences. 

Had we foreseen anything like the " panic times," under which 
we now review our past action, it is probable that your Board would 
not have gone to the expense of these improvements when it did ; 
but these changes have added so much to the comfort of those who 
attend the various exercises in the hall, and have already increased 
its revenue to a degree that justifies us in regarding it as a judi- 
cious investment of money. 

During this past year your Association has lost one of its 
warmest friends and most efficient officers, Mr. James P. Fiske, the 
Vice-President, who died on the nth of May last, in the prime of 
life and the height of his usefulness. The vacancy in the Board 
caused by this sad event was filled by the directory electing Mr. 
Samuel M. Dodd to the Vice-Presidency. 

Mr. Jno. H. Tracy, Recording Secretary, resigned during the 
last year, and his place was filled by the election of Mr. Geo. W. 
Ware. 

In accordance with the instructions given to your Board at the 
last annual meeting, inquiries were made as to the feasibility of ob- 
taining the privilege of putting up a new building for the library in 
the Missouri Park. Eminent lawyers were first consulted as to the 
right of the city to grant such privilege — they reporting such grant 
would be illegal, the subject, of course, had to be abandoned. 

At the same meeting, the motion to transfer the title of the 
Association's real estate to trustees, was postponed for future action. 
In the meantime, your Board has had the matter under con- 
sideration, and acting under the advice of legal counsel, we would 
recommend that you have our charter so amended by the Legislature 
that transfer of title to real estate or leases for same for a period of 
ten or more years can be made only with the consent of a Board of 
Trustees, to consist of five members, to be chosen from the ex- 
Presidents and Vice-Presidents. Thus the title would remain 
where it now is, while at the same time all the safeguards would 
be thrown around the property that were sought to be established 
by the original motion. 

To our efficient Librarian, Mr. John N. Dyer, we are greatly 
indebted; not only for the untiring manner with which he has devoted 
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himself to the interests of the Library generally, but also for the 
additional time and care that he has bestowed on the compilation 
of the new Catalogue. His assistants also deserve much credit for 
the zeal and energy with which they have performed their duties. 

In summing up the year's transactions, with an increase in 
membership, in attendance, in books ; with the various improve- 
ments made in the rooms of the Library ; with the Catalogue so 
nearly finished, and our liabilities diminished, may we not justly 
claim, as this report does at the outset, that the past year has been 
one of uninterrupted usefulness and continued prosperity ? 

All of which is respectfully submitted on behalf of the 
Directory. 

CHARLES SPECK, President. 
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BOOKS. 

The following parties have presented valuable books during 
the year 1873 : 



Gen. F. P. Blair, 

Jno. a. Dillon, 

United States Government, 

C. Gardner, 

Edwards & Co., 

Gould & Aldrich, 

State of Missouri, 

Smithsonian Institute, 

British Government, 

H. Probasco, 

Phila. Mercantile Library, 

Phila. Library Company, 

New York State Library, 

E» C. Hutchinson, 



Mrs. W. C. Carr, 

Fairmount Park Committee, 

Silas Bent, 

Dr. J. S. Newberry, 

Peabody Library, 

Jno. J. O'Neill, 

Andrew A. Blair, 

J. G. Brinckle, 

A. R. Smith, 
State of Wisconsin, 
State of Illinois, 

B. A. Hill, 
Chas. G. Ramsey, 
T. W. HoiT, 



PAMPHLETS. 



Baltimore Mercantile Library, 
Boston Mercantile Library, 
Boston Public Library, 
Chicago Public Library, 
Cincinnati Mercantile Library, 
Cincinnati Public Library, 
New York Mercantile Library, 
Philadelphia Library Company, 
Philadelphia Mercantile Library, 
Pittsburgh Mercantile Library, 
San Francisco Mercantile Library, 
St. Louis Public School Library, 
Worcester Public Library. 



TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT. 



St. Louis, January 13th, 1874. 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the following report 
of my receipts and disbursements during the year ending December 
31st, 1873 ; and also showing the present financial condition of the 
Association, viz : 

Exhibit '^ A"— Cash Account. 
Exhibit " B"— Balance Sheet. 
Exhibit " C ''—Profit and Loss Account. 

EXHIBIT "A." 

Treasurer's Cash Account^ Tear Ending December ^ist^ 1873. 



RECEIPTS. 



Jan. I. « 

To Balance as per last Annual Report, 

Dec. jji. 

To Membershins— 

Initiation I^ees. $ 52600 

Life Members. 4«6oo 00 

Proprietors 2,945 00 

Clerks 3,078 00 

Beneficiaries 3*993 00 

To Hall Rents- 
Grand Hall $4*379 00 

Ante Rooms 1:^800 

Hall Stores ia.950 80 



$ 16 28 



To Amateur Theatricals 

Bills Payable 

Cash Donations 

Fines for Damages & Det. of Books 

Insurance Premium Returned 

Lectures 

John N. Dyer, Cash Advanced. . . . 



15,142 00 



17,467 80 

i.i'9 SO 
2,800 00 

244 00 

3909s 

33 25 

S>344 00 

74243 



EXPENDITURES. 



$43,300 21 I 



Dec. 31. 

By Advertising- $ 159 75 

Books $2,73S 09 

*' British Reports, 309 40 

Bills Payable 1*527 50 

Binding 905 58 

Catalogue 3,433 00 

Fuel 479 19 

Postagre 77 70 

Hall Fxpenses 3*241 n 

Hall Repairs 2,209 45 

Interest 1,764 09 

Insurance 1.018 28 

Librarians 8,081 95 

Ughts 2,313 40 

Lectures 4,451 63 

Mercantile Library Hall Co. ..... 1,021 10 

Newspapers 839 26 

Periodicals 761 34 

Printing 492 65 

Stationery.'. 75 00 

Transportation 171 99 

Bonds Payable 4,000 00 

Petty Expenses 8600 

Amateur Theatricals 360 50 

Gas Reflectors for Library 465 55 

Recovery of Stolen Pictures 229 72 

Fine Arts oS 50 

Furniture it084 90 

John N. Dyer, Cash Advanced by 

him, 1^72 300 00 

Balance ON Hand 658 

$43>30o 21 



20 
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EXHIBIT B." 

Balance Sheet, 



1873- 



DEBIT. 



Dec. 31. 

To books Acquired by 

Purchase $70,168 80 

Books Acquired by 

Donation 3i>925 n 

$103,093 91 

Cash 6 58 

Catalogues 3«6o3 00 

Cabinet of Minerals 500 00 

Fine Arts 30.922 15 

Furniture 18,361 16 

Gas Reflectors 9»S 55 

Newspapers 200 00 

Perioaicals 300 00 

Real Estate 140.000 00 

Stage Scenery 970 00 

$397,873 35 



1873. 



CREDIT, 



Dec. 31. 

By Stock Account $270,092 81 

Bills Payable 4,018 40 

Bonds Payable 15,000 00 

Mercantile Library Hall Co 5,ci8 71 

John N. Dyer 743 43 



$297,873 35 



EXHIBIT *X." 

Profit and Loss Account. 



1873. 



DEBIT. 



Dec. 31, 1873. 

To Postage Account $ 77 70 

Advertising: " 159 75 

Lights " 3,31340 

Printing " 492 65 

Hall ^'' 3,341 II 

Insurance ** i-S85 03 

Periodicals, ** 29484 

Hall Repairs " 2,977 85 

Transportation *' ' 171 99 

Librarians '' 8.081 95 

Fuel " 479 19 

Stationery " 75 00 

Interest " 1,76409 

Petty Expenses " 86 00 

Recovery of Stolen Pictures Acc*t, 229 72 

Newspapers Account 939 26 

Binding Books Account. .. $905 58 
Binding British Patent Re- 
ports Account 309 40 

1,214 98 

Stock Account, net gain this year, 11,530 93 

$35i7»5 43 



»873. 



CREDIT. 



Dec. 31. 

By Books Donated $ 819 31 

Initiation Fees 520 00 

Life Members 4,600 00 

Proprietors ^'945 ^^ 

Clerks 3,078 00 

Beneficiaries 3i903 00 

Grand Hall 4-379 00 

Ante-Rooms 130OO 

Hall Stores 12,950 80 

Cash Donated 244 00 

Fines for Deteniion of Books. . . . 390 95 

-Lectures Spa 37 

Amateur Theatricals 759 00 



$3S-7>5 43 



Very Respectfully, 



R. R. HUTCHINSON, 

Treasurer. 
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TERMS OF MBMBEKSHIP. 


1 1 




Any poraon mgaScJ in meranlilc pur.i.il., »» ■' l'H>>- 
I'lUETOR, m»J l)i-con,c an ..rfM- ,»Mrf«-, tj W";-- "" 
initiation Iw nl' FIVI': DOLLARS, and an annual s,nb^cii|U(..n. 




uiivaliW ill •.iiKaiiw, ..f nVK DOLLARS. I| 


1 




Anv ix-reon ,imilovl» ungageil, as a CLERK, may Uecme 

an :.«.- -»»*"•, l.y\™>™=! » ""'!»*" f» "f,™° 
„OLLARS,,«,lal,a„„nal subscription of THREE DOLLARS. 


I 


" 


All ncnaon. not engage! in n,c,ca„tile pnv.nlt,, inoHidi«5 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 



OF THE 




tmtdtk 




Was called to order by Chas. Speck, President. 



Rooms of Mercantile Library Association, ) 
St. Louis, Mo., J^n. 14th, 1873. ) 

Mr. J. B. S. Lemoine was nominated for chairman, and Messrs. M. 
S. Wasson and J. R. Shaler for secretaries, and unanimously elected. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. 

The Treasurer, Mr. R. R. Hutchinson, read his report of the 
financial condition of the Association, which was, on motion, accepted. 

Mr, J. P. FiSKE, of the Committee of Ways and Means, made the 
following report : 

Mercantile Library, 
St, Louis, January 11th, 1873. 

The Committee on Ways and Means beg leave to report that they 
have examined the books and accounts of the Association, and they 
find the same correct, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all 
disbursements made. 

On motion the report was adopted. 

The President, Chas. Speck, read the report of the Board of Direc- 
tors, for the year, ending Dec. 31st, 1872, giving a summary of the 
operations of the Association, and a statement of its present condi- 
tion, and its future wants and prospects. The report, on motion, was 
adopted. 

Mr. Walter M. Smith offered a resolution requesting the Board of 
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Directors to close the Library and Reading Room on Sunda}', for the 
reason that there had been a poor attendance, and that the Associa- 
tion could not afford the expense. 

Mr. A. W. Mitchell, offered the following as a substitute : 
Whereai<, The Board of Directorn, at a regular meeting in June last, 
decided to open the Lil)rary and Reading Room on Sunday, for the 
benefit of its members, and ho ordered, and 

Wherea>iy The number availing themselves of the privilege thus 
extended has been but a very meagre proportion of the membership, 
demonstrating the fact that the movement has not met with the popu- 
lar sympathy of the Association. Therefore, be it 

Hesolvedy That the Board of Directors be and are hereby requested 
to close the Library on Sunday from and after this date. 

Remarks on tlie resolution and su))stitute were made b}' Mr. J. W. 
Luke, Judge Speck, Mr. McAnA^r, Mr. Wilson and others. 

Mr. Luke asked how many liad attended the Library on Sundays 
since the order for opening cm that day had been made. 

Mr. W. M. Smfch made a report to the effect that from Sunday, 
June 9th to Sunday Dec. 29th, 1«S72, there had attended 115 proprie- 
tors, 792 clerks, 640 beneficiaries, and 582 visitors, making in all 
2080, and an average of 71f . 

Mr. Speck said he had made an estimate that the expense for open- 
ing on Sunday was not over thirty or forty dollars per month. 
On motion, the substitute of Mr. Mitchell was adopted. 
Mr. R. R. Hutchinson offered the following resolution : 
jResolved, That the Board of Directors be recommended to keep the 
reading room open on Sunday during such hours as they may judge 
best, and to employ some one other than the Librarians to attend as 
guardian of the property of the Association. 
On motion, the resolution was laid on the table. 
Mr. W. M, Smith, offered the following, which was adopted : 
Resolved, That our thanks are due Messrs. Dyer, Anderson and 
Yeatman, for the cheerful alacrity with which they have responded to 
the request of the Board to act alternately as custodians of the Library 
on Sunday. 

Mr. John H. Beach, offered the following : 

Besolved^ That the labors of the President and Board of Directors, 
who have so managed the affairs of this Association during the past 
year as to result in a gain of $17,436 40, evidences the faithful manner 
in which they have discharged the trust confided to them, and tliat 
the warmest thanks of the members are hereby deservedly tendered to 
them for their services. 
The resolution, on motion, was adopted. 
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Mr. D. H. McAdam offered the following preamble and resolution : 
Whereas^ The safety of the property of this Association, as well as 
its general interest and ftiture growth, demand the erection of a suita- 
ble building for the Library and its adjuncts, nearer the social centre of 
the city, and where it will be free from the constant danger of fire ; and 
Whereas^ There is reason to believe that the City Council of the City 
of St. Louis would be willing to permit this Association to erect such a 
building in the centre of Missouri Park, on a fair and liberal arrange- 
ment, and that there are no valid legal objections to such an arrange- 
ment, as such a building could not be considered in conflict with the 
dedication of the scjuare for Park purposes ; therefore, be it 

Renolved^ That the Board of Directors of this Association are hereby 
requested to take tlie matter under immediate consideration, and that 
negotiations be opened wi til the Mayor and the Committee on Parks 
and Public Grounds of the City Council, with a view to consummating 
the arrangement above indicated, and that said Committee report to 
an adjourned meeting of the members of the Association. 

After some discussion, the resolution was passed. 

Mr. J. W. Luke offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Renolved^ That the thanks of the Association are hereby given to 
the President and Members of the Caledonian Society, for the beautiful 
bust of Sir Walter Scott, to which the President lias alluded in his 
report, and which now adorns our rooms. Kor a gift so appropriate we 
can hardly sufficiently express our thanks, when we consider also the 
other favors for which we are indebted to them, we must ackowledge 
the Society as among the warmest friends of our Association. 

Mr. Chas. Miller offered the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the Association do now proceed to nominate a list 
of three persons for Recording Secretary and fifteen persons for 
Directors, from which list tickets may be made up for the ensuing 
election. One Recording Secretary and five Directors to be elected ; 
provided, that no member shall be elegible for nomination unless he 
be pledged to serve if elected. 

This resolution was passed, and the following gentlemen were 
placed in nomination : 

JF^or Recording Sevretarfj — DuvallP. Bull, J. C. Ewald, Jno. H. Tracy. 

For DirectorK — P. (/. Maffltt, M. N. Burchard, W. S. Stewart, Jno. 
H. Fisse, Jno. 8. Hood, Jas. T. Howenstein, Geo. Bain, Joseph A. 
Wherry, Webb M. Samuel, S. M. Lomax, Wm. H. Waters, Geo. M. 
Wright, A. B. Cheever, M. S. Wasson, E. Wilkerson. 

Mr. Miller ottered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be furnished to the 
city papers for publication, and that fifteen hundred copies of the 
annual report be printed for gratuitous distribution. 

The resolution, on motion, was adopted. 
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Mr. Chas. Speck offered the following amendment to the Consti- 
tution : 

Resolved^ Tiiat Article 11, of our (yonstitution, be amended by insert- 
ing the words ** nor shall any vote by proxy be allowed," after the 
words ** at least three months previous to said election." 

This amendment was adopted by a unanimous vote. 

Mr. A. W. Mitchell offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Board of Directors be and are hereby instructed 
to transfer the title to the real estate of this Association to three Trus- 
tees, to be selected at this meeting, to be placed under such restrictions 
and limitations and for such purposes as may be hereafter specified and 
agreed upon by the Board. 

On motion, by Mr. McAdam, the consideration of this resolution 
was postponed to a meeting to be called by the President after the 
annual election. 

Mr. J. A. WiiERUY offered the following, which was adopted : 
Besolvedy That our thanks are hereby given to the White Line 
Transportation Co., through its agent, Mr. A. E. Peters, for the gratui- 
tous transportation of books from New York during the past year. 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

J. B. S. LEMOINE, 

Chairman. 
M. S. Wasson, 
Jas. R. Shaler, 

Secretaries. 



^Vwttttal jRe^iirf* 



EEPOET OF THE DIEECTOES. 

To the members of the Mercantile Library Aaaoeiation : 

Gentlemen : — Since your last annual meeting, another year has 
rolled by in the useful career of your Association, and this evening 
you are again convened to receive from the directory, in whose care 
you have entrusted the safe-keeping of its welfare, an account of our 
stewardship, and of the past year's history of the Library — its present 
condition, and its future wants and prospects. 

As required by the provisions of your constitution, your directory 
herewith begs to lay such report before you : 

From the Treasurer's report, just read and approved, you will per- 
ceive that the total receipts of the Association, during the twelve 
months just closed, amounted to $31,322 54 ; of this sum, $16,157 10 
was derived from rents of stores and hall, leaving $15,165 44 as the 
amount of receipts from membership, lectures, art exhibition and such 
other sources as spring directly from the Library. 

As the actual expenses of the Library amounted to $27,545 22, not 
including interest on bonded debt or amount of bonds redeemed, nor 
real estate repairs or expenditures on property from which income is 
derived, it will be seen that the Library is far from being a self-sus- 
taining institution, and that it still requires now, as it has done here- 
tofore, all the assistance it derives from renting part of its premises 
for business purposes. 

During the current year the bonded debt of your Association has 
been reduced from $22,000 to $19,000, and the interest on all bonds 
has been promptly paid at maturity. 

On the first of August next, bonds to the amount of $4,000 will 
become due, and this payment will have to be provided for out of the 
regular resources. 

During the same period, the sum of %7,4S^ \% >a»je» \i<i^T\. «ss^<ss^^iSv. 
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in the purchase of books and other reading matter, and large as this 
sum may appear when compared with the income from members, it 
is barely sufficient to supply a reasonable demand. Of some popular 
and late works, your Librarian provided from twenty to twenty-five 
duplicates, but still complaints are sometimes made by members that 
they can not get such books when they call for them. 

Since the last annual report, 2180 volumes were acquired by pur- 
chase ; 2184 volumes, valued at $12,720 19 were received by dona- 
tion, and fifty-four volumes of the American Patent Reports, being a 
complete set, were placed in the Library through the courtesy of 
Joseph H. Clark, Clerk of the United States District Court, Eastern 
District. This list also includes 2074 volumes of the British Patent 
Office Reports, for the years 1848 to 1871, both inclusive, thus com- 
pleting that series for the period from 1617 to September, 1871. 
You had heretofore on the shelves of your Library, a complete report 
of all patents ever issued in this country and in Great Britain — a col- 
lection invaluable, not only to the mechanic, the inventor, the architect 
and the artist for reference, but also for the general student. 

Mr. A. E. Peters, the agent of the "White Line Transportation 
Company," a firm friend of the Library, has again laid us under 
obligation, by transporting these reports from New York free of charge. 

The continued accumulation of books had so overcrowded the 
cases that it became necessary to increase their number, and eight 
new ones are now being placed at the north end of the Library room, 
at right angle with the wall ; the room thus gained can be doubled 
without detracting space from the Library hall, and your directory is 
of the opinion that this will suffice for the accumulation of books for 
several years to come. 

As in past years, your board has also endeavored, in the present 
one, to provide the public with additional mental entertainments com- 
mensurate with the avowed purposes of our Association. During the 
lecture season it has invited able and noted lecturers ; in November 
and December it arranged a fine art exhibition that brought together 
many bright gems of art. For the loan of the latter, your Associa- 
tion is indebted mainly to our own citizens, gentlemen of cultivated 
tastes, or artists exhibiting their own productions. But other cities, 
too — New York, Philadelphia and Cincinnati — favored us with speci- 
mens of paintings that bear proud testimony, in conception as well as 
in execution, of the standard this branch of the fine arts has already 
attained in the new world, and the day cannot be very distant, when 
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the American nation will stand as eminent in the fine arts as it does 
to-day in all that appertains to material welfare. 

From various causes both lectures and exhibition, did not prove a 
source of revenue but, on the contrary, they resulted in a loss to your 
treasury. 

During the year there were enrolled 686 new members, making the 
total membership 3934, but we regret to add, that of those there are 
120 in arrears with their subscription, leaving the number not in 
arrears 3814, classified as follows : 550 life members, 720 proprietors, 
1314 clerks, and 1212 beneficiaries. 

As the city's population is now about 400,000, our membership 
amounts to less than one per cent, of that aggregate, though it may 
reasonably be assumed, that the benefits of the library are enjoyed by 
at least double that number. Will not all of you endeavor to in- 
crease our membership during the coming year by making known more 
generally the inestimable privileges which are within the reach of 
every one for so small an annual contribution ? 

The number of volumes taken from the library and consulted in 
the rooms is largely in excess of any previous year. 

Thomas E. Garrett, author of the poem entitled " The Three 
Stages," which you all had the pleasure of hearing him read, on the 
evening of the twenty-fifth anniversary, was elected an honorary mem- 
ber by your board. 

To the Caledonian Society, of this city, your Association is under 
renewed obligation for gracefully placing within these walls another 
enduring monument to the beautiful and ennobling attributes of 
poetry and song, in the chaste and wonderfully artistic bust of Scot- 
land's loved and honored bard. Sir Walter Scott. What tribute of 
their affection for the land of their birth, more touching than thus to 
present to the sons and daughters of the land of their adoption the 
delicately-wrought marble image of one, who never could inspire in 
the bosom of any human being, sentiments other than those worthy of 
the highest emulation — one to whom the world is indebted for those 
golden words, dear to every true and noble heart, 

'* Lives there a man with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself has said. 
This is my own, my native land ?*' 

This bast is by J. Hutchinson, a Scottish sculptor ; it is mounted on 
a pedestal most artisticallj executed; and placed by the side of that 
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of Robert Burns, which was so liberally donated by the same society 
some years ago. 

Following the example of several Eastern cities, your Board, since 
the ninth of June last, has opened the Reading Room and Library on 
every Sunday from 2 to 9 o'clock p. m., believing that many mem- 
bers, especially young persons who have limited reading facilities at 
home, would avail themselves of this privilege. Thus far, however, 
the attendance has not been very large, averaging but little more 
than fifty members and eighteen visitors each Sunday. Whether this 
Sunday opening should be continued, and under what rules, would be 
a proper question for this meeting to decide, as different opinions on 
the subject prevail within the Board of Directors. 

Your Directory would beg to recommend that in consideration of 
the large value your real estate has attained, it be placed in the hands 
of three trustees, who should be subject to well-defined restrictions. 

We regret to say that thus far we have not been successful in our 
efforts to secure a suitable building site for the Library ; the center 
part of our city is undergoing so many changes now, that it is diffi- 
cult to arrive at the proper conclusion as to the best location. In the 
director}^ the views on that question differed widely. It was sug- 
gested that we should remove beyond Fourteenth street, but in oppo- 
sition to this it is argued that thereby members from the northern and 
southern portions of the city would be much inconvenienced, as they 
reach the Library mainly by the cars of either the Fourth street or 
Fifth street railroad lines ; even persons coming from the western 
portion would generally have to make use of the cars twice if they 
desired to stop at the Library on their way to the business center. 
Your Directory has come to the conclusion, that for some years to 
come, no location would be as convenient to the greater number of 
your members as the present one. 

Then, too, the financial condition of the Library, for the present at 
least, seems to place obstacles in the way ; you have already been 
informed that your Association has no available means, that it has 
a debt of more than twenty thousand dollars, that the income derived 
from the Library proper amounts to but very little more than one-half 
the necessary expenditures to maintain it, and you will not fail to see 
that your Association is absolutely in need of additional revenue to 
that derived from membership. This we have at our present location, 
from rents of stores underneath the Library rooms and from the grand 
liall, which, together amountedtoil^^lhl 10,duimgt\v"eiC\OT«iL\,^^ax^ 
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and without which we could not have managed at all, although the 
Library expenses have been kept within the narrowest possible limits. 

Valuable as your present site is, it would hardly realize more than 
new premises would cost, if the improvements are of such a character 
as the greatness of our city demands. 

Within the last few months, members of the Academy of Sciences 
and of the Historical Society, have expressed their desire to co-operate 
with your Association in its efforts in this direction, and with a view 
on their part, to building suitable premises for their societies, in direct 
connection with the Library building. Whether those societies would 
be ready to contribute in proportion commensurate to the additional 
expense necessitated thereby, has not yet transpired. 

While your Directory will continue its exertions to carry out the 
instructions given it by your last meeting, it feels justified in begging 
your indulgence for the very small progress thus far made. 

We continue to receive favorable quarterly reports from the Wash- 
ington University of the studiousness and progress of Master Edward 
H, Engler, the present incumbent of the "Way man Crow Scholar- 
ship." He holds a high place in his class. 

We cannot close this report without drawing attention to the devo- 
ted and untiring manner in which your Librarian and Actuary^ 
John N. D^^er, continues to perform the many and arduous duties of his 
responsible oflSce. Much of our success is due to his unceasing labors, 
as also to that of his attentive assistants ; to all of them, your warmest 
thanks are due. 

Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the Directory. 

CHARLES SPECK, 

President. 



LIST OF D3N0ES DUEINQ TEE TEAE 1872. 



BOOKS. 



Allen, Mrs. B., 
CooMES, Michel, 
CoBDEN Club, 
Dillon, John A., 
Foster, J. J., 
holloway, j. m., 
Her Britanic Majesty^s 

Commis'er of Patents, 
Kelley, Wm. D., 
Little, Brown & Co., 
Marmaduke, John S., 
mccolloch, b. m., 
Park Commissioners, Philad^a, 
State of Tennessee, 
State of Missouri, 



United States Government, 

Barr, Mrs. Wm., 

cudmore, p., 

Davidson, C. W., 

FiTZ WILLIAMS, John J., 

Hellman, L. M., 

Her Britanic Majesty^s 

Sec^y of State for India. 
Kendall, Wm. A., 
Miller, John S. J., 
Miller, Charles, 
New York Board of Trade, 
TRA.CY, John H., 
Scott, Wm. L. 
Wheaton, Miss L. 



PAMPHLETS. 



Mercantile Library, Balti- 
more. 

Mercantite Library, Boston. 

Mercantile Library, Brook- 
lyn. 

Mercantile Library, Cincin- 
nati. 

Mercantile Library, Pitts- 



Mercantile Library, N. Y. 
Public Library, Boston. 
Public Library, Cincinnati. 
Public Library, Worcester. 
Scott, Wm. L. 
State Library, Michigan. 
St. Louis Public School Lib- 
rary. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Mercantile Library, 
St. Louis, January 14th, 1873. 

R. R. HUTCHINSON, Treasurer, 

In account with the St. Louis Mercantile 
Library Association, for the year ending December 1st, 1872. 

CASH ACCOUNT. 



1872, 



RECEIPTS. 



Jan. 1. 

To Gash on hand Jan. 1, 1872. . .$ 712 25 
Dec. 31. • 

To Memberships — 

Initiation Pees $ 622 00 

Life Members 1 ,200 00 

Proprietors 3,067 00 

Clerks 8,37100 

Beneficiaries 4, 596 50 

12,856 50 

To HaU Rent Account^ 

Grand HaU 3,530 00 

Ante- Rooms 118 00 

Hall Stores 12,509 10 

16,167 10 

To Pines for Detention of Books 478 15 

Lectures 1,163 00 

Art Exhibition 613 90 

Insurance Premium Returned 11 89 

Old Newspapers Sold 18 00 

Cash Donations 8 00 

Catalogues Sold . 6 00 

Old Packing Boxes Sold 10 00 

Bills Payable 1,000 00 

John N.Dyer 300 00 



$'3,834 79 



1872. 



EXPENDITURES. 



Dec. 31. 

By Advertising $ 585 85 

Books $ 3,189 39 

Books and British 

Patent Reports.. 712 14 

3,901 58 

Bonds Payable 3,000 00 

Blank Books 37 00 

Binding and Repairing Books 983 70 

Fuel 386 39 

Furniture 698 40 

Hall Expenses 3,434 37 

Hall Repairs 1,018 29 

Interest 2,114 70 

Insurance 1,170 00 

Librarians 8,080 55 

Lights 2, 149 58 

Lectures 1,456 20 

Mercantile Library Hall Co. . . 549 50 

Newspapers 792 11 

Postage 72 60 

Periodicals 823 58 

Printing 872 06 

Stationery 166 36 

Transportation • 821 13 

FineArts 53 00 

Art Exhibition 1,046 68 

Petty Expenses 109 95 

Balance on Hand 16 28 
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BALANCE SHEET. 



1872. 



DEBIT. 



Dec. 31. 

To Books acquired by 

Purchase $ 67,067 21 

Books acquired by 

Donation 31,105 80 

$98,173.01 

Cash 16 28 

Catalogues 170 00 

Cabinet of Minerals 500 00 

Fine Arts 30,823 65 

Furniture 17,276 26 

Newspapers 300 00 

Periodicals 200 00 

Real Estate 140,000 00 

Stage Scenery , 970 00 

$ 288,429 20 



1872. 



CKEDIT. 



Dec. 31. 

By Stock Account $ 258,561 89 

Bonds Payable 19,000 00 

Bills Payable 1 ,627 50 

Mercantile Library Hall Co, . 9,039 81 
John N.Dyer 300 00 



$ 288,429 20 



PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 



1872. 



DEBIT . 



Dec. 31. 

To Postage $ 72 60 

Advertising 685 85 

Lights 2,149 58 

Blank Books 37 00 

Printing 372 05 

• Hall Expenses 3,434 37 

Insurance 1,168 11 

Periodicals 874 78 

Hall Repairs 1,640 79 

Transi)ortation 321 13 

Librarians 8,080 55 

Fuel 386 39 

Stationery 166 35 

Lectures 293 20 

Interest 2,114 70 

Petty Expenses 109 95 

Art Exhibition 43? 78 

Newspapers 674 11 

Binding. 861 15 

British Patent Reports 2, 628 10 

Stock Account Net Gain this 

Year 17,436 40 

Total $43,22994 



1872. 



CREDIT. 



Dec. 31. 

By Books Donated $ 12,720 19 

Fine Arts 1,000 00 

Initiation Pees 622 00 

Life Members 1,200 00 

Proprietors 3,067 00 

Clerks 3,37100 

Beneficiaries 4,596 50 

Grand Hall 3,530 00 

Ante-Rooms 118 00 

IlallStores 12,509 10 

Ca&h Donations 8 00 

Pines 473 15 

Old Packing Boxes Sold 10 00 



$ 43,229 94 



R. R. Hutchinson, Treasurer. 



St. Louis, January 15th, 1873. 

The Committee on Ways and Means beg leave to report that they 

have examined the books and accounts of the Association, and they 

find the same correct, and properly substantiated by vouchers for all 

disbursements made. 

JAMES P. FISKE, 

WILL S. STEWART, 

WALTER M. SMITH. 
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S.W. CORNER PIFTH AMD LOCUST ST8. 



TERMS OP MEalBBRSHTP. 

An, person .ng«..ccl 1,, m.r»„lil. „ur,»ll., •• « rEOPRIETOIl 
m.y become .n adia memler, br layliie on mlltalion fee ot rrVE 
DOIAARS. .nd .n arnin.l .nb.orlpCion, payable In «av»ncc, of FITE 
UOLLAltS. 

Any por.00 .unllarly eng.ge.l, .. « CLEllK, may beoome an <.cU«, 
rnemb,,; by paying an Inlllotion fee ot TWO DOLI.ABS, and an annn.l 
BUbecriplion of THREE DOLLAUS. 

Any per.on .,ol ongageJ in m.m.nlil. pM»"il., l"'J'"«nB !■««•• 
.indenl, and otbe,-., may boeom. BBNEFICIAnT MBMBEKS by 
paying FIVE DOLLARS annuallj- in advanoe. 

Life MEMPiiHsnip Fin'y Dollaks. 

THE IilBRAUY 

Now ooulaio! THlItTY-FIVE TIIOITSAND VOLUMES, 10 which 
all new works of general interest are added promptly, and in numbers 
pi-oportioliate 10 the demand. 

THE BBAJDIN& ROOM 

I, regnlarlv snpplled wilb ail the principal newspaper, aiid m.gatitics, 
domortio and foreign, and i. open from 10 o'eioclt A, M., to W o'clocii 
P M 

n3- TWBI.VH HOOBS EVEEY DAY. "CB 

THE CHESB BOOM 

1b free to all members of the Library. 




